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(LEFT)DR. GEORG HERLITZ atthe CentralZionistArchives
inJerusalem,1947. (Copyright Central ZionistArchives,Jerusalem)

READING ROOM of the CentralZionistArchivesinJerusalem,
inthe 1950s. (Copyright Central ZionistArchives,Jerusalem)
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ish press with articlesfeaturing Zionism, collectionof assorted

books, brochures and pamphlets on the Zionist movement and

the Jewish land; and, lastbut not least, colossalorganized ar-

chive of the filesand documents of the Zionistorganizations,the

treasureof our past.”

These are the words of Dr. Hindos, an enthusiasticZionistfrom

New York, as he described his visitin 1924 to the Central Zionist

Archives in the newspaper Dos Yiddishe Folk.

Last summer, visitedBerlin for the dedication of memorial

plaque honoring the CZA centennial celebrations.During my

visit, stepped down the same low flightof stairsto the cata-

comb-like basement described by Hindos many years before.

Dr. Georg Herlitzfounded the ZionistischesArchiv (ZionistAr-

chives)on June 1,1919, atS?chsischestrasse8,in room that had

previously served as bathroom of privateapartment. However,

atthat time, ithoused the officesof the ZionistischesZentralb?ro

Berlin(Central ZionistOfficeBerlin).The CZA startedwith only

few dozen foldersand largestack of papers.

It then moved in 1924 to more spacious building, be-

queathed to the Zionist movement by the Jewish surgeon Dr.

Friedrich Kabersky, on Meinekestrasse, with many other Zionist

organizations. Also housed in this building was the Jewish

Agency, which issued the very sought-after Palestinecertificates.

The Zionist Archives in Berlin (1919-1933) included three

sections: library, Zionist journals (including photograph

collection),and archival material of the Zionist institutions,

including various Zionist offices,the Jewish National Fund, the

agency and the Keren Hayesod.

Due to the instabilityin Germany in December 1931, Herlitz

contacted Dr. Leo Lauterbach, the head of the Organization

Department in the World ZionistOrganization, and warned him

of the impending danger of either the Communists or alterna-

tivelyHitler’sNazis coming into power. He wrote: “There isno

need to explain the ramificationsof such move. We believe

that ifthisscenario comes to pass,then Zionist activitieswillno

longer be possiblehere.”

As cautionary measure, Herlitz used code to convey this

message. He laterdisclosed the code in an interview on the 80th

birthday of journalistAvraham Elhanani: “The climate in our

country isnot good forthe goods handle. Perhaps itisbetterto

move itto warmer country” (Davar, March 11,1965).

On February 1, 1933, the day after the Nazis seized power,

Herlitzdirected request to the executive branch of the Zionist

organization to move the archives to Palestine.

Once again, Herlitzused precautionary measures to make sure

the letterwould arriveat itsdestination.As lettercensorship ex-

istedfrom the firstday of National Socialistrule,Herlitzwas con-

vinced that the censor would read any message with the logo of

Zionistinstitution.Consequently, he used plain envelope and

addressed the letterto Lauterbach’s home address.

Six months later,the Zionistexecutive informed Herlitzto take

allstepsneeded to transferthe archives to Jerusalem.

Faced with the challenge of relocating Jewish archive out of

Nazi Germany, Herlitz’swife suggested: “The Prussians certainly

remained the strictofficialsthey have always been, even afterthe

rule passed to the National Socialists….”

Surprisingly,hisrequest was accepted, although few days later

Gestapo officerappeared at the archives and took an interestin

itscontents. Overwhelmed by the amount of the documents and

theirlanguages, he demanded that Herlitzwrite the report in his

place,which he would sign afterward.

Fortunately,everything worked out,and in the fallof1933, with

the help of the WZO, the archives,packed in 154 crates,arrivedin

Jerusalem and moved to the National InstitutionsBuilding.

Twenty-three years later,the 24th Zionist Congress confirmed

the CZA to be the “historicalarchives of the Zionist movement

and organization and the Jewish Agency” with the following

resolution:“Allthe officesand institutionsof the World Zionist

Organization Executive and the Jewish Agency in Israeland the

Diaspora are obliged to make allfiles,no longer necessary foron-

going work, accessibleto the archives.”

The small archive, with itsoriginal limited material content,

grew into the CZA of today. In 1987, itmoved to itsown building

adjacent to the Jerusalem International Convention Center

complex. century later,with over 90 million documents,

CENTRAL ZIONIST Archive,
2019. (Copyright Shalom Rabani)
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ABOVE: FIRST NEWSPAPER

announcement (1919)of the

CZA founding.
(CourtesyCentral ZionistArchives,

Jerusalem)

RIGHT: FIFTH diaryof Theodor
Herzl.On the bottom right,
on September3rd,1897,Herzl
notes: '"In Basel habe ich den

Judenstaatgegrundet"(InBasel
created the JewishState).'

(CopyrightCentral ZionistArchives,

Jerusalem)

photographs,privatearchives,maps and plans,the CZA is

considered the largestand most importantarchive of the history
of the Zionist enterpriseas well as one of the most extensive

publicarchives in Israel.

Herlitz was not onlythe founder of the CZA but was also very
involved in the Zionist enterpriseas Zionist officialover the

years at the various Zionist Congresses.
Herlitz met Moritz Reichenfeld at the 19th Zionist Congress

in Lucerne in 1935. Reichenfeld,the last survivingexecutor of

Theodor Herzl’s lastwill,was also cousin of Herzl’s wife,Julie.
After Herzl’s death,his privatearchive was preservedin the house

of Johann Kremenetzky,founder of the JNF and Herzl’s close

friend and adviser. year afterKremenetzky'sdeath,Reichenfeld
was lookingfor new home for Herzl's archive and understood

the urgency to transfer the archive out of Austria.

To receive Herzl’s collection was dream come true for Herlitz,
as he had been tryingfor years to add itto the CZA’s collections.

After follow-upvisit in Vienna, Herlitz succeeded in obtaining
the approvalto bringthe Herzl Archive to Jerusalem.However,
Reichenfeld had placed condition in the agreement,stipulating
that the Zionist Archives would have to appoint specialcurator
for the Herzl Archive.

MEANWHILE, IN Austria,as the National Socialist movement

grew stronger,an officialdeclaration for moving the Herzl Ar־

chive

$1ST$Archive$1ST$

$2ND$Archive$2ND$seemed problematic.Therefore,theydecided to send the

archive as the “household goods”of the pioneerJosefKastein.

year and half later,two largecrates arrived at Haifa Port.

few daysafterward,the CZA received summons to carry out cus־

toms

$1ST$customs$1ST$

$2ND$customs$2ND$clearance for the shipmentin the harbor.

But before the representativeof the CZA, Dr. Alex Bein,was able

to comply with this request,an incident occurred that almost de־

stroyedthe Herzl Archive. An arsonist set fireto the customs ware־

houses

$1ST$warehouses$1ST$

$2ND$warehouses$2ND$of the Haifa Harbor,destroyingseveral buildingsand their

contents. By miracle,the flames came to stopnext to the wall

by which the Herzl Archive was stored.

With the arrival in Jerusalem,the travails of Herzl’s archive

were yetto be over.

Onjune 29,1946,on the Sabbath known as the "Black Shabbat,”
at a.m. the generalsecretaryof the Zionist Executive (theJewish
Agency)woke Herlitz up and informed him that British policeand

militarywere searchingthe offices of the National Institutions

Building,includingthe CZA. He asked him to hand over the keys
of the archive's safe.

As the keyswere in the archives,Herlitz dressed quicklyand
went with the policecar waitingfor him to the archives.

British policeofficer,alreadyexpectinghim, inquiredabout
the safe’scontents.

Herlitzresponded:“Onlyhistoricalmaterial from the earlydays
of Zionism, which will certainlynot be of any interest to you,”
to which the officerreplied:"You are mistaken,exactlythis is of

greatinterest to us.”

Left with no choice,Herlitz opened the archives’ safe. After

about half an hour,in which the officerbrowsed throughvarious
documents, loud alarm sounded announcing the breakfast

break of the British. Immediately,all the policeand military
personnelleftthe building.
Though surprisedby the event, with the buildingempty, Her־

litz

$1ST$Herlitz$1ST$

$2ND$Herlitz$2ND$quicklyused the opportunityand hid relevant documents,
includingcircularsand pamphlets,from the Jewishunderground
movement.

After the break,all the contents of the safe were loaded in 10

black boxes and transportedaway. Fortunately,Herlitz'sconcerns
that the Herzl Archive was lostwere unfounded. After four weeks,
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DR. phil. GEORG HERLITZ
BERLIN W. 30

MARTIN LUTHERSTR. 87

CORNELIUS 3143

Dez embe 1931

Herrn
Dr. Leo Lauterbach,

London

Lieber Dr .Lauterbach/,

dieser Brief gibt sich in seiner Form als ein Privatbrief an

Sie, 1st aber in Wirkl ichkeit ein Brief, den ich in meiner Eigenschaft
als Letter unseres Archivs an die Exekuti ve richte, und ich habe die

private Form nur aus den Griinden gewdhlt, die Sie und die Exekutive

aus setnem Inhalte ersehen werden.

Am amp;nfangdieser Woche hat Herr Dr. Georg Landauer, der im Augamp;\\,
bltck in Vertretung von Herrn Blumenfeld die politischen Geschafte
der Z.V.f.D. fiihrt, mich um eine Unterredung ersucht, urn mit mir

iiber Vors ichtsmassnahmen zu beraten, die sich fur unser Archiv aus

den gegenwart igen politischen Verhdltnissen in Deutschland ergeben.
Ich weiss nicht, ob in London ganz deutlieh bekannt 1st, wie bedroh-

lich die innerpol itische Situation in Deutschland, speziell fur uns

Juden, in den letzten Wochen geworden ist, und wie wenig sie sich

auch in den letzten Tagen nach dem Erlass der neuesten Notverordnung
der Regie rung Briining zum sesseren verdndert hat. Man rechnet bei

uns in Deutschland in weitesten politischen Kreisen, und zwar nicht

etwa nur in furchtsamen judiscken, dem it, das eines Tages plotzl ich

durch gewaltsamen Umsturz die Kreise der Hitlerbewegung Oder die

des Kommunismus die Herrschaft an sich reissen. Was eine solche

Herrschaft fur uns uden bedeutet, brauche ich Ihnen wohl nicht mehr

zu sagen. Ai unserem House rechnen alle ve on twort lichen Stellen,
auch Herr Dr. Landauer damit, dass im Falle der Machtergreifung sei

tens der Nationals ozialisten Oder der Kommunisten unsere Zionist i-

sche Arbeit- nicht nur erhebl ich gestort, sondern vielleicht sogar

urmogl ich gemacht werden wiirde. Man rechnet in diesem Zusammenhange
besonders damit, dass wir sehr schnell eine Revision uns ere? gesamtei
Betriebes zu gewartigen haben, und dass bei einer kommunist ischen

Herrschaft vielleicht sogar an eine Zerstorung Oder Bes chi agnahme
unseres Zionist ischen Organisati onsmaterials gedacht werden muss.

Ich selbst sehe zwar politisch nicht ganz so schwarz wie die ubrigep.
Umgebung, aber ich kann mich andrerseits nicht der A.uffas sung Dr.

Landauers vers chi lessen, dass es besser ist, vorsdchtshalber recht-

zeitig Massnahmen zu ergreifen, die sich spater als uberfliissig er-

weisen, als. sich von den Ereignissen iiberroamp;chen zu lassen und da

durch die zionistische Bewegung in Gefahr zu bringen. Herr Dr. Lan־

dauer

$1ST$Landauer$1ST$

$2ND$Landauer$2ND$hat mir aus diesen Gedankengdngen heraus den Vorschlag gemacht,

LETTER FROM Dr. Georg
Herlitzto Dr. Leo Lauterbach,
communicatingthe political
situation of 1931 Germany.
(CopyrightCentral ZionistArchives,

Jerusalem)

everythingreturned with red note saying“On his Majesty’s
Service,Room 20” on each fileand box. Each of Herzl's IS diaries'

end pages, between the cover and the firstpage, were carefully
separatedto see whether any “hostile to the state” material was

hidden in it.

HERZL WAS prolificwriter. He wrote most of his time,be it for

his work or in his privatelife,on small piecesof paper, at the cor־

ners

$1ST$corners$1ST$

$2ND$corners$2ND$of newspapers or in his diaries.Thankfully,he had the fore־

sight

$1ST$foresight$1ST$

$2ND$foresight$2ND$to safeguardmost of it.

After Herzl’s death, the Inner Action Committee (Engeres
Actions Comite) launched an outreach program to collect Herzl’s

letters.In the 1950s,the CZA also pursued collection of letters,
with the hope that ifpeoplefind letters,maybe from their parents
or grandparents,theywill donate them to the CZA.

Both campaigns turned out to be successful. Today,although
there are stillvarious institutions and privatecollectors hold־

ing

$1ST$holding$1ST$

$2ND$holding$2ND$lettersand documents of Herzl,the CZA, with its extensive

collection of over 30,000 documents, preserves the officialar־

chive

$1ST$archive$1ST$

$2ND$archive$2ND$of Theodor Herzl. Itconsists of personaland familyrecords,
his diaries,letters,his literaryworks, artifacts,Zionist writings
and documents of his politicalactivities.
Throughout time, Herzl’sinsightfulwritingshave been the ba־

sis

$1ST$basis$1ST$

$2ND$basis$2ND$of various books, articlesand studies. Researchers,students,
and the generalpublicenjoyHerzl's thoughtsand visions for the

Jewish state throughvisitsto our readingroom, lectures,or group
visits to the Herzl Archive itself.

To see Herzl's originaldiaries,manuscriptsand lettersis very
emotional experience,which inspiresyoung and old alike.

The writer isthe curator ofthe Theodor Herzl Archive at the Central
Zionist Archives,suzanneb@wzo.org.il

DEDICATION CEREMONY of

the memorial plaquein honor
of the centennial anniversary
of the Central Zionist Archives,
attended by:(fromleft)World
Zionist Organizationchairman
Avraham Duvdevani,Jerusalem
Mayor Moshe Lion and Berlin

Senator of Culture and Europe,
Dr. Klaus Lederer.

(CopyrightOmri Brandt)
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of Meinekestrasse 10 in 2019.

(CopyrightSuzanne Berns)
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