
125 Jahre

Zionistenkongress
in Basi

ICEJ WORLDWIDE

;pmaICEJ MARKS*
125THTCaNNIVERSARYIoFfirst

ZIONIST CONGRESS It
BY DAVID PARSONS

PRESIDENT ;pmaSENIOR SPOKESMAN

Israeltoday",“remarked Dr. Biihler.“That Israel

became the ‘Start-Up’nation,and leaderin

globalresearchand development.We are here

todayto celebratewhat God has done with the

jewishpeople,and alsoto affirmour stand arid

our supportwith the Jewishpeopleforthe years
and decades to come."

The Basel Conference also adopted series

of resolutionswhich noted the extraordinary'
successes of the Zionist movement over the

past125 years,but added that“thefulfilmentof

Herzl'sdream has come at greatcost",particularly
in lightof the Holocaust The resolutionsalso

recalledthe keyevents and efforts over the

ensuingdecades which led to Jewishstatehood
and reshapedJewish-Christianrelations.

Of specialnote, the resolutions expressly
reaffirmed the ten pointsof the historic

SeelisbergConference,alsoheld in Switzerland

in the immediate aftermath of the Holocaust

in 1947,at which majorChristianand Jewish
leaderssoughtto enlistChristiansmore fully
in the fightagainstantisemitism and to create

new foundationforJewish-Christiandialogue
goingforward. The Basel Conference then

added severaladditional pointsofferedin the

“spiritof Seelisberg”,which focused on the

biblicaland diplomaticgroundsforChristians
to continue supportingIsrael today,with

Jerusalemas itscapital,and urgedChristians
to jointhe battleagainstmodem forms of

antisemitism and anti-Israelism. ft

and both the mainline and free churches of

Switzerland,which togetherbroughtforward

powerfulmessage ofsupportand friendship
to the nation of Israel.

ICEJPresident,Dr, JurgenBiihler,openedthe
conferenceand severalexpertson Herzland the

Zionist movement alsospoke,before ICEJVice
Presidentof InternationalAffairs,Dr, Mojmir

Kallus,gave the closingaddress.

believeyou can saytodaythatthose founding
fathers of the State of Israelwho met here in

thisvery hall125 years ago, theycould have

never imaginedwhat istakingplacein Eretz

ICEJ-Switzerland,under the leadershipof
Rene Ernmenegger,arrangedthe gathering,
which beganthree daysof events celebrating
125 years since the First Zionist Congress.
Rene managed to bringtogetheran amazing
tapestryofspeakersfrom theJewishcommunity

In
lateAugust,severalhundred Cliristians

alongwith Jewishofficialsand guests

gatheredin Basel,Switzerland,in the same

StadtCasino where the FirstZionist Congress
was held 125 years ago. It was in thisvenue

that Theodor Herzl firstconvened Zionist

leadersfrom Jewishcommunities worldwide

in August1897 to plan futureJewishstate.
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