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Manashe Khaimov has kicked 
off a 6-week campus tour, "Am 
Yisrael Chai Tour," visiting 
colleges across eastern USA.

In two days, he has already 
visited 6 universities and en
gaged with 200 students Why 
now?

"The goal is ven simple," 
said Khaimov. "One in four of 
recent college students say they 
have avoided w eanng, carry mg, 
or displaying things that would 
identify them as Jewish out of 
fear of antisemitism," referring 
to a statistic from AJC Global 
"We want to make sure to sup
port them and make sure they

feel proud of who they are and 
not be hiding their identity." said 
Khaimov

The tour began in Boston He 
visited Brandeis. Harvard. and 
Northeastern. Then he came back

to New York, visiting LIU and 
Rutgers in New Jersey.

His mission is "to support 
students so they don’t feel fear or 
anxiety " By showing up. "I hope 
to show them ‘We're with you ’ 
We want to make sure they are 
proud to be Jewish." said Khai
mov.

During the tour so far. he has 
spoken on Sephardic Zionists. 
Israel through a Sephardic lens, 
and Bukharian culture where 
it’s relevant. "The whole idea is 
to talk about those stories that 
the mainstream [media] or other 
Jewish organizations don’t talk 
about." said Khaimov "Usually 
w hen we talk about Zionism and 
when it began, students usually 
think of Theodor Herzl and the 
Drey fus affair. They think about 
the ev ents that happened after the

Holocaust
"And I’m bringing them a 

different perspectiv e. Zionism 
for the Jew ish people began 586 
BCE after the destruction of the 
First Temple, when the Jew ish 
people were kicked out of the 
land of Israel" Referencing vari
ous passages and people from the 
past, perhaps one of the biggest 
pieces of evidence he ga\ e is the 
Bukharian Jew ish Quarter in Je
rusalem. which was established 
in 1890. sev en years before the 
first Zionist gathering

"The Bukharian community 
and other Sephardic communi
ties were moving to Israel, not 
necessarily because of terror but 
because the idea of Zionism was 
alway s ingrained in our memory 
and in our blood that we alw ay s 
w anted to return to Israel"
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