
THOUSANDS OF Israelis attend a protest against the violence in the Arab sector in Tel Aviv last night. (Avshaiom Sassoni/Fiash90)

Tens of thousands rally in Tel Aviv over 
violence in Arab society, call for gov’t action

• By MOSHE COHEN

Tens of thousands of people 
gathered at Habima Square 
in Tel Aviv on Saturday night 
to protest the government’s 
handling of violent crime 
in Israel’s Arab society, with 
Arab and Jewish Israelis 
marching together, calling

for stronger law enforcement 
and safer streets.

Many demonstrators waved 
black flags and held signs 
reading, “Stop the war of 
crime,” “We are with you; 
you are not alone,” and “This 
isn’t helplessness; it’s policy.” 
The rally followed a protest 
march from Hostage Square

to Habima Square.
A bereaved mother whose 

son was murdered addressed 
the crowd in tears, shouting, 
“Enough of the injustice; 
enough of the loss.”

Talal Alkernawi, the mayor 
of Rahat, criticized what he 
described as daily home dem­
olitions and threats facing

Bedouin communities in the 
Negev and warned against 
broad measures that would 
punish entire communities.

“The government should 
enforce the law the way it does 
everywhere,” he said. “Do not 
make generalizations. Do not
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