
PRIME MINISTER Benjamin Netanyahu, President Isaac Elerzog, and World Zionist Organization Chairman Yaakov Elagoel stand in 
front of the coffins of Theodor Elerzl's grandparents on Mount Elerzl in Jerusalem yesterday. (Marc Israel Seiiem/The lerusaiem Post)

Remains of HerzYs grandparents 
reinterred alongside Zionist leader

• By ALEX WINSTON

Seventy-seven years after 
Theodor Elerzl was reburied 
in Jerusalem, the founder of 
modern political Zionism 
was finally reunited with 
the last missing members 
of his immediate family on 
Wednesday as the remains 
of his grandparents, Shimon 
Leib and Rivka Herzl, were 
laid to rest beside him on 
Mount Herzl.

President Isaac Herzog, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net­
anyahu, senior government 
officials, representatives of the 
World Zionist Organization 
(WZO), members of the Herzl 
family, and Serbian dignitar­
ies attended the state ceremo­
ny, marking the culmination 
of a years-long effort to bring 
the couple from Zemun, Ser­
bia, to Israel.

The reinterment took 
place exactly 77 years (in the

Hebrew calendar) after Herzl 
himself was reburied on the 
mountain that now bears 
his name, fulfilling another 
chapter of the Zionist vision­
ary's request that his family 
eventually be brought to rest 
in the Jewish state.

Addressing those gathered, 
Herzog reflected on the influ­
ence of Herzl’s grandfather, 
Shimon Leib, who served as 
the gabbai of the synagogue 
of Rabbi Yehuda Alkalai, one 
of the earliest proponents of 
Jewish national restoration.

“Dreams are not passed 
down through written inheri­
tance,” Herzog said. “They are 
passed around the Shabbat 
table... in the stories a grand­
father tells his grandson.”

The president described 
Shimon Leib as “the man 
who opened the synagogue 
first and locked it last,” saying 
that while he never became 
a political leader himself,

the ideas he encountered in 
Rabbi Alkalai’s synagogue 
helped form part of the world 
inherited by his grandson.

Shimon Leib Herzl was an 
Orthodox Jew and commu­
nal leader in Zemun who 
was deeply influenced by 
Rabbi Yehuda Alkalai, whose 
advocacy for Jewish national 
restoration predated polit­
ical Zionism by decades. 
Together with his wife, 
Rivka, he is widely regard­
ed as having helped shape 
the family environment in 
which the future founder of 
political Zionism was raised.

“Not every person merits 
becoming the founder of a 
state,” Herzog said. “But 
every person can be the one 
who carries the vision home 
and places it on the family 
table.”

Netanyahu also empha­
sized the connection 
between Jewish tradition and

modern Zionism.
“Our attention turns today 

to the deepest foundations,” 
he told attendees. “Judaism 
as the basis of Zionism, the 
Torah, and the Bible as the 
foundation of identity, and 
the chain of generations as 
the anchor of values and her­
itage.”

“The home of Herzl’s 
grandparents provided the 
roots from which the trunk, 
branches, and fruit later 
grew,” he said, adding that 
Herzl had “created the condi­
tions that brought us back to 
the Promised Land” through 
“brilliance, determination, 
and practical action.”

Speaking to The Jerusalem 
Post, WZO Chairman Yaakov 
Hagoel said the ceremony 
represented the fulfillment 
of one of Herzl’s enduring 
wishes.

See LEADER, Page 7

הערה




הערה



