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August 2, 1966

Dear Hillel,

[ received your letter from Geneve dated July 23. It arrived with
some delay — perhaps because of the air-strike. I hope to succeed
to rest and that your mind is clear and perceptive for the great
things — and ideas — which you will have to face in the months
to come. What are your first impressions, if any? I am terribly
eager to know.

1) I am sorry that you are worried, though I have to be last
person to wonder since I am always upset and disturbed by all
kinds of worries and preoccupations, many of which are only
in the mind and not in objective reality. Anyhow, as far as the
apartment is concerned, Nili probably gave you already a report.
Sara Walker (is this her name?) is aware of what she has to do
and how she has to behave with Lurie. She will not give him
the keys before she has the release in her hands. I think that
you may rely upon her. In such things she seems to me to be
100% reliable and responsible. The trouble is that you still left a
tremendous amount of things (some of them “shmontzes”) and
it is quite a job to dispose of everything. It seems that Rose
took a great deal and the rest, including the sewing machine,
Sara is taking and keep them for you in her place. All the books
are packed in cartons and together with the pictures (paintings)
will be brought this week to the office. I'll be there and see
that they are put away in some kind of order. The paintings, I
understand you wish to hang on the walls of the office which will
be done. The books I'll try to put in the closets and the rest on
the shelves. This week or the latest Monday or Tuesday of next
week the apartment will be cleaned, and after that the keys will
be handed over to Lurie and Sara will get the release. As I said,
Sara will take care of it in a responsible manner.

2) I spoke to Jerry several times. It is difficult for me to give
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you an intelligent picture simply because I don't understand the
nature and method of the stock-exchange transactions. Anyhow,
what I understood from the conversations is that he adopted an
extremely cautious yet watchful attitude in view of the unusual
nervousness of the stock-market these last couple of weeks. He
prefers to sit on his haunches rather than to risk transactions. Of
course this may result in some losses — because in the meantime
there are running expenses of the office. But he believes that
these losses are by comparison much smaller than the risks he
would run by doing business these days. I understand that he
brought business to a quasi~ standstill, though not completely.
He also told me that he is keeping you abreast of the situation
and developments.

The trouble is that | cannot be of much help not only
because | don't know what | can do, but also because | am
leaving next Monday for Europe and shall be back here only
by September the 8th. | must make this trip otherwise Winona
would collapse. She worked very hard in the office and in the
evenings till midnight she worked on my manuscript. She
just must have a rest — otherwise she would risk a nervous
breakdown. The trip is comparatively cheap since we are going
by Charter. (250 dollars a round-trip) But when I will be back
and you will still think it advisable I shall go to the office every
day or so and I shall see how I could be helpful there. Anyhow I
shall write to you frequent reports of what my impressions will
be and as much I shall be able to understand of the situation.
Letters from and to Israel go fast and I believe you will be able
to direct the affairs from there, that is if they will really require
your attention, and that it will be necessary for you to make
any decisions.

[ shall be in France from August the 15 (the first week we
shall be in Amsterdam) and you can write to me at the following
address: Hotel de Lutece, 5 rue Jules Chaplain, Paris 6. [ am very
eager to hear from you.
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3) I spoke to Imber and it seems that the things are moving.
That South American fellow you spoke to me about before
you left seems to be active and is selling shares of the fund.
Imber told me that since you left they sold about 15,000 new
shares, bringing up the total amount of outstanding shares of
the Fund to about 60,000 (before you left, Imber told me, there
were 45,000) and this is only a beginning and the prospects are
fair. Sara Walker is very favorably impressed by their efforts and
the work they are putting in. I am giving you her opinion for
whatever it is worth.

Imber also told me two more things. One is that he received
an answer from Vardi, but this answer wasn't clear and not
exactly to the point. Since 1 don't know what it is all about I
cannot tell you more specifically about this exchange, but you
probably will understand. The second thing is that the Blumberg
matter is near completion.

4) | am sorry that you were not favorably impressed with what
you read of my manuscript. I have the impression that you read
very little of the little I gave you. When you will see the whole
book, | hope, you will like it better, though I myself have lost
somewhat the sense of clear appraisal of it. Perhaps because I
worked on it for so long and became bored with it. But is has
a lot of material and and a comprehensive critique of the Arab
world — the relationships between the various centrifugal forces
in the M.E. and their bearing upon the condition and existence
of Israel.

[ agree with you that it has to be thoroughly edited — after
all English is not a natural language with me. Fortunately Harry
and Florence Selden undertook the editing and I am confident
they will do a good job. Especially since it is both of them that
will do the work. They were extremely favorably impressed and
it is my impression that they even hope to get out some money
from the royalties, believing as they do that it may sell on its
merits. | know all your reservations about Selden, but under the
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circumstances it is a good choice. I hope that I shall not be
disappointed.

The contradictions you noted in the text are being taken care
of both in the introductory chapter that you didn't see yet, as
well as in the unfolding narrative. The contradictions are not
so much in my analysis as in the objective situation. It is an
extremely complicated situation and the man (Bourguiba) is both
a complex personality and he had to walk a tight rope in dealing
with the Palestine problem. All the aspects and manifestations
of this situation are complex, ambiguous and often contradictory.
[ try all through the book to point out the existence of these
ambiguities and contradictions and as much as possible I try to
explain them.

5) In case you didn’t do it yet. | would greatly appreciate it if
you could deposit some money in my bank account. I am sorry
to have to bother you about it but I have urgent payments to
make (I received a notice from the telephone department that
they will take away my line, which in Israel would be a thing
of catastrophic dimensions; also I must pay the upkeep for my
aunt, I am already several months in arears). In case you lost
the blanck check I gave you, here is the information again: Israel
Discount Bank, 50 Herzle Street, Ramat-Gan account number
7062/9.

How are the kids? Please give Asti my regards and your
brothers and their families. How is Dina Hecht? Give my warm
regards.

Cordially
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August 4, 1966

Dear Hillel,

Received this morning your cable and am enclosing my key.
Tamir's didn't work either because he gave an old one (he has a
new one too) or because the lock works backwards — that is in
case you want to open the door you have to turn the key to the
left instead of to the right, as if you would like to open the door.
Apart from that sometimes the lock gets stuck, so be patient and
try to turn it lightly until it opens. You will get used to it. I have
no problem.

It may sound incredible but I had difficulties in making a
copy of the key in New York, they claim they have no model.
That's why I am sending you my own key without having a
double (unless I find somewhere around with Winona). Hence,
sometimes in September, if you have few minutes time to spare
make a double of key in Israel — there is a place on Nachlat
Benyamin and Achad Ha'am (opposite Tocatley) and mail it to
me. But don’t go to much trouble, because Nina Ashkenazi has
also a key and may ask her to mail it to me if you couldn’t
bother to make one.

You will find in the apartment clean linen — sheets and pillow
cases — in the built-in closet in the bed-room. In the cabinet
in the large there is liquor — cognac and whiskey and what
not. There are Hebrew and English typewriters. The refrigerator
works but the dial of the thermostat has been adjusted every
second day or so. It refuses to defrost, for some reason I don't
understand. The shutters can be opened up in a way that they
both block out the sun and let in the fresh air. You to open up
the metal frame and window sills. When you will see it you will
understand how it works.

1) I am enclosing a letter to the land-lord, in case he asks
you. If not don’t bother to give it to him. I am mailing him
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today rent which is quite in arrears — on the assumption that
you deposited some money in my bank account. I also mailed
out a check to the home of the aged for my tante. [ am enclosing
an electricity bill, which is crazy both because I wasn’'t there,
and second the amount is so astronomic that [ can’'t understand
what’s all about. Perhaps you will come them up and clarify.
If you have no patience, I shall write to them from here. The
telephone was disconnected. But [ asked Yelin Mor to pay the
bill, because I had no money in the bank. If the telephone is still
disconnected call him up. His telephone is 611505. He is listed
in the telephone book.

2) I am in daily contact with Sara Walker. The books and the
paintings are already in the office. I told her to make a list of
the paintings and count the books, which she will do today or
tomorrow. There a still a lot of things left in the apartment and
this is what holds up the cleaning and giving up the keys to Lurie.
Rose will try to give away the toys to a charitable organization,
and some of the stuff she wants to put into storage. I hope it
will not take too much time. Sara Walker payed the rent for July.
She said that it was with your approval.

3) Jerry told me he will try to talk to you on the phone
tomorrow morning. It is about a new issue. I don't think it is
too hot but you probably understand what it is all about.

Sara the book-keeper wants you to send the back the signed
certificates of the Metropolitan Life Insurance. She says she
needs them.

That's about all for today. If you have time and patience write
to me a few lines to Paris about your impressions and ideas — if
any.

Cordially
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January 22, 1967

Dear Hillel,

It is almost a month since you left and I hoped to hear from you.
You probably expected to hear from me. I was thinking writing
to you practically since you left, but I always postponed it “for
another day”’, hoping that I shall have something tangible to
relate. I am still hoping.

1) I met several times with Feiler and tried to give all the
information and explanation he thought he needs. I revised last
year's short memorandum about the background and future plans
of the Institute, as well as a minimum budget. (I gave this memo
also to Nielsen and Matilda Krim). I also drafted a letter for him
to send out to some of his friends asking for contributions. It is
my impression that he has sent out last week to about half a
dozen people the letter, but didn’'t get yet any replies. He thinks
it is still too early.

He also tried to get an appointment for himself’ and me with
Oscar Rabinowitz but without success, since his wife (Oscar's)
shields him and doesn’t let through any telephones unless it is
urgent business, which is not the case with our matter.

2) In the meantime Feiler's mind was somewhat diverted to
something else: the creation of a Committee for Peace in the
Middle East, or something of the sort. This came about as a
result with my meetings with Kolitz. The latter seems to be very
enthused about the project of such a committee or a league,
and is working on it — so he says — quite feverishly. He saw
several people from among his acquaintances and says that
everybody is terribly interested. So far I have met only with
one of them, a Rabbi Dr. Hertzl Fishman, and the meeting was
not only unproductive but rather frustrating. He is one of those
American Jews who feels guilty for not living in Israel and his
rationalization is that Israel is a great disappointment: it is
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too secular a state, without religion and no spirituality. It is
godless and materialistic. In the course of the discussion when |
remarked that the very survival of Israel may be problematic, he
said something shocking: “if the State of Israel is such as it is,
then who cares?”.

Nonetheless I am trying to cultivate him. I have sent him
material about the Institute and the Refugee Report. It is
probably a waste of time, but Kolitz insists that Dr. Fishman
can get us all kinds of connections with various university and
college campuses.

Kolitz arranged a dinner for next Sunday (Jan 29) at his home
with several people — both young and old for the purpose of
discussing the Peace Committee. If anything will transpire, I shall
let you know.

[ have grave doubts about the whole project, anyhow as far
as it is centered, so to speak, on Kolitz. He is torn between two
desires which I doubt whether they can be reconciled. On the
one hand he feels and sees in his imagination great possibilities
for a movement for peace in the Middle East. This is probably
strengthened if not engendered by his contacts with various
groups and individuals that he encounters during his speech-
making and on other occasions. On the other hand, he is afraid
of the opposition that such a committee would arouse with the
Israeli government. Therefore, he would like to get an a priori
“Hekhsher” from the Israeli Foreign Office. He therefore wants
you to talk about it with Abba Eben. My opinion is that Abba
Eban would not give such an “Hekhsher” and that asking him
would only elicit an a priori interdiction rather than a green
light, or even a promise not to interfere actively. | explained it
to him and to those present at these meetings — Feiler, Yehuda
Hellman — but I also promised that I shall write to you about it.

Hellman who participated in a few of these meetings and
who professes interest but doesn’t indicate how he would help,
suggested to talk to a man called Foster, who seems to be an
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important adviser (or perhaps the most important adviser) of the
[sraelis in this country. It wasn't clear to me who should talk to
him. I gather that he meant that he would sound him out.

Apart from everything else there is the problem of how to
control such a committee in case it would be created; not only
from the point of view that it shouldn’t run away from us, if and
when, proven a success, but also if not mainly from the point
of view that it should not degenerate into something of the
opposite from what we have in mind (or should have in mind,
in case we yet have nothing in mind). Though the danger that
it may degenerate into something inimical to Israel is slim, and
this we could probably prevent, the prospect of the committee
becoming an instrument of the official (i.e., idiotic, and self-
defeating) Israeli policy, is a realistic probability. How to go
about it, in order to avoid such a contingency, I don't know yet.
Do you have any ideas?

The plan, anyhow as Zvi sees it is the following:

To prepare a statement, or proclamation, which will be
signed by important personalities and then published in the
New York Times as a full page ad. He claims that he will be
able to raise the necessary funds necessary for the ad. Then he
thinks we should try to organize a world committee composed of
personalities in U.S. Europe and Israel. He speaks about it with
tremendous fervor. According to him next Sunday’s dinner will be
of crucial importance.

[ prepared a draft for a statement. Zvi was unhappy with the
draft, arguing that it deals in substance, instead of dealing in
general terms with the imperatives of peace. He also felt that it
may be construed by some as a statement prejudicial to Israel.
He also referred to your remark on the eve of your departure
that one shouldn’'t as an opening salvo deal with the refugee
problem since this is the most sensitive aspect, as far as Israel
is concerned. I saw the merits of all these criticisms, but the
trouble with them is that I don't visualize clearly the alternative.
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It seems to me that to speak nowadays about the imperatives
of peace in the abstraction, is meaningless if not pure cant. |
therefore suggested that Zvi writes an alternative draft in full or
in part. He promised but didn't deliver. Perhaps he will.

[ am enclosing the draft and if you have patience read and
perhaps you will let me know your reaction if any. By the way, I
hope you will not get the impression that anything will be done
here independently, without your explicit approval. Not only
because I'll see to it, that whatever is undertaken gets first your
OK, but also because I am quite skeptical about the whole thing,
and for the time being it is my feeling that this project as much
of what I am doing these days is very close to an exercise in
futility.

What it did so far was to divert Feiler from whatever he might
have done for the Institute. The truth of the matter is that I
have a hunch that he didn't yet send out the letters waiting for
developments on the “Kolitz” front. He is quite confused, and his
mood is shifting being torn by his Revisionism and “Bergsonism”.
Actually, T didn't tell Feiler about my first couple of meetings
with Kolitz, first because 1 didn't find them significant enough to
inform him and second because to avoid confusion. But it seems
that Kolitz, for one reason or another, meets Feiler quite often
and he told them about our discussions. Not only this, but he
invited him to the first meetings I had with Kolitz, (I didn't know
about it) but Feiler couldn't come. Then Feiler was somewhat
surprised why I didn't speak to him about the whole. I explained
that I didn't think that these preliminary discussions with Kolitz
were of any significance. In the further meetings both Feiler and
Hellman took part.

3) I had several conversations with Nielsen. They were not
conclusive — so far — yet somewhat encouraging. 1 approached
him very cautiously using as an excuse my need of a report of
his transactions through the Institute for our annual report to the
Board of Regents of the University of the State of New York and
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the Internal Revenue. (He, by the way, understood how it should
be done, and the notes he has sent me are, at first glance, quite
good, though of course, I'll have to adapt them to the general
frame of our Report. At that time, that is, when I shall write it,
I'll have to consult him again). Then | discussed with him the
Institute and his position. I asked himself whether he considers
himself a member of the Board, or whether he considers the
possibility of joining the Board. He told me that because of his
devotion and love for you he would like to [do] something about
it. He does not yet know exactly what. He will discuss it with
Matilda Krim. Perhaps the two of them will work out something
together. Perhaps they will succeed to interest a few people. His
time is limited but he will devote some of it to the Institute.
But then he explained that he is not willing to be a figurehead,
and to have his name just utilized, as it was the case when you
invited him twice before to be on the board of some business
ventures. He thought that he is not just giving his name, but
as it worked out, it was nothing more than to have his name
used. I noticed some irritation in his words, though he kept on
speaking of his loyalty and admiration for you and how happy he
is that you decided to go back into public life in Israel. Yet, for
all that he is not going to give once more his name to another
venture only because “Peter decided to do something”. If he were
to lend his name to the Institute, it will have to be on the basis
of normal operations with a Board of Trustees which decides the
policy and the plan of operations of the Institute.

[ explained to him that it was, in all probability, a
misunderstanding and that he didn’'t understand you. That the
misunderstanding was probably a result from the fact that you
spoke to him a lot about your plans for Israel and at the same
time you also spoke to him about the Institute. But that you
spoke about the Institute in terms as he actually understand|s] it
should function, with a responsible Board of Trustees, which will
decide policy and plan of operations. I also told him that when
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the Institute was active it functioned as a normal institution
with the Board of Trustees meeting regularly, and that it[s] main
activities were strictly decided at the Board’s meetings, and then
strictly supervised the execution of its decisions. And that if
the Institute will be revitalized and organized it will continue
to function on the same pattern. This was news to him. He
thought it was “a one man’s operation”, meaning you. Anyhow
he “became interested on a new level, that is, first to find out
what the Institute did in the past, and what are its real projects
for the future and what kind of funds does it involve. He asked
for material. He wanted to see everything: the Bourguiba study
and the study about Cyprus. And the plans for the future and
the budget. I gave him all this. (I enclose the little revised memo
and the budget). He read the Bourguiba book and said that
it is a very serious and interesting work (I hope he was frank
about it) and that when published one should see to it that
the Institute get[s] all due credit. He didn't yet read the Report
on Cyprus. I'll talk to him tomorrow again. In the meantime,
he postponed the meeting he set for about two weeks ago
with Mrs. Krim, because now he wants to speak to her in the
light of his new understanding about the nature and plans of
the Institute. Before the conversations with me he wanted to
speak to her, if I understood him correctly, about helping the
Institute as outsiders. But now he may decide to speak to her
about reorganizing the Board and joining it. But since I don't
want to postpone any longer writing to you, I am giving you the
picture as of now. I shall write to you again, when I shall know
something more conclusive. (I don’t think it is worthwhile for
you to write to him about his complaint that he was used in the
past as a figurehead, unless he write[s] to you about it, which
is possible).

4) The day after you left I brought over the material to Mrs.
Krim, but nobody was in the building. After having repeated my
errand of no avail I mailed her the material. Later [ found out that
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she was out of town all the time, except for one evening when
she entertained or had some kind of a function for Teddy Kolek.
She returned to New York only on January 17th. I have mailed
together with the Refugee Report a short memorandum and, a
letter that | hope to meet her. But in view of my conversations
with Nielsen I decided to call her only after his position will
become clarified.

5) I phoned a couple of times Shankman, but he was rather
reserved, didn't read the Bourguiba book (unless he read and
was disappointed, but didn't want to tell me) and told me he
will call me. So far he didn't.

6) As you know Salzmann is back in New York and got a terrific
promotion: he is now the managing editor of all the publications
of the Research Institute of America. Though he is quite busy he
is nonetheless very cooperative. For the time being we worked
out a little program for contacts in Washington As a first step
he will try to get meetings with Katzenbach and Sen. Edward
Kennedy. If anything will come of it I shall let you know. If you
think that for one reason or another you oppose these contacts
let me know and I shall not pursue them any further.

7) Did you do anything about preparing a draft for the letter
to Eshkol? So far I was unsuccessful to locate a copy of your
letter to Weitzmann. | still have to get an answer from Kope,
Riffkin and May Lewis. By to-morrow I shall probably know
whether I have the text or not. If not, I really don't know where
further to look for it. I'll write to you about it [in] a couple of
days. If I get a copy I shall begin working on a draft. I still think
it is an excellent idea. Actually the only practical or concrete
thing which is clear to me. All the rest you have spoken of while
in New York is quite vague, anyhow in my mind.

8) I was rather disappointed at not being able to avail myself
of Sarah Walker at all — not even for one hour since you left. The
first week she didn’'t show because it was the New Year and her
son and daughter were with her. Then she had to prepare the
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tax-report for your oil company (I believe) and she worked with
Yampolsky. Then she was sick. And then she had to be in court
about suing a certain company for injury, and she is still there.
Thus there was no sense for me go down to Wall Street. I was
there twice since you left — to pick up some material [ left there
and I learned that Sara the book-keeper decided to leave. But
the last time I was there — Friday — Jerry told me in a whisper
(though nobody was around to overhear anything) that there is a
good chance that she will not leave. But this is not a secret and
[ have to keep confidential (from whom?). That's that.

9) When the Report on Cyprus will be ready 1 plan to
call a press-conference in the United Nations with official
representatives in U.N. both from Greece and Turkey participating.
Both Salzmann and Don Peretz promised me their assistance.

10) Prof. Joseph Dunner moved to New York (from lowa)
and teaches in Yeshiva University. Though he promised to be
helpful as a member of the Board he cannot be mobilized on
a part-time professional basis, because he is very busy with all
kinds of projects in the University (among others he plans to set
up there a Middle Eastern Department). This is a pity, because
under certain circumstances he is very effective, including fund-
raising. There was another candidate, a certain Aubrey Hodes,
but he left for England. In certain respects, he would have been
an ideal candidate for coordinating the activities of the Institute,
that is, if the Institute would become a functioning organisation.
It's a pity.

Hill, so far, is non-existent. His activities consisted of bringing
me together with ... Feiler for our first meeting. And for this
purpose he called me nine times. He may arrange for me a
meeting with a certain Blumberg for the end of this month.

That's about all I can report to you, and as you can see it is
not much. [ have a feeling of a tremendous waste of time. But
perhaps something will develop.

11) Did you read the Refugee Report, as you have vowed to
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do? I am asking you this question because your idea to reissue
it in one form or another is a good one. Let me know what you
think.

12) In what direction are you working in Israel? I didn't see
anything in the Israeli press directly mentioning you, but from
some hints (quite vicious) in the Haolam Hazeh I presume that
you are working with the Rafi people on the project to bring
about a change in the electoral system. Is my conjecture correct?

13) I did not hear from Tamir since he was here. I shall write
to him in a day or two. Again, from the Haolam Hazeh, I learned
that he is trying to get into the good graces of Menakhem, and
that he even embraced him publicly to the cheers of many. But
that it was of no vail, and he is still in the doghouse. How much
this report is correct | have no way of knowing.

Please write, if you have a few minutes to spare. How is your
mood? [ hope you are more relaxed than you were here. I fully
understand the causes of your tensions and perplexities and I
hope that with your brilliant analytical mind [and] will power you
will succeed in overcoming them.

How are the children? Give Asti my fondest regards.

Cordially
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February 6, 67

Dear Hillel,

At long last I heard from Nielsen. He saw Mrs. Krim on Friday
January the 27th (about ten days ago) and she confirmed her
membership on the Board. This seem|s] to count also him in.
She explained to him that she is interested in the Institute
because she is interested in what you plan to do in Israel. But
she made it clear that she cannot make it the main cause of
her dedication. She is connected with four other outfits in which
she is — “Vitally interested”. Hence her interest in the Institute
would necessarily be limited, though, as he understood her, not
marginal. She will give it some time and a couple of thousand
dollars a year as a contribution.

They both agreed that the Institute must have “a leader” that
is a man who understands fully its importance and is willing
to dedicate himself' to the organization with a view not only to
enable the Institute to publish reports (regardless how valuable
they may be in themselves), but also — and mainly — to see the
Institute’s recommendations and guidelines reach the powers
that be and to influence their policies. Hence, she suggested,
to look for such a dedicated man. She thought of a lawyer, Meir
Feldman, who has terrific connections in Washington and who
was an adviser to all kinds of Presidents. She will try to see
him in the “next few weeks” or so. Now I don’'t know who this
Feldman is — was he your lawyer once? If my memory does not
fool me his name was Solomon Feldman. Then if it is not your
friend who used to work for you, it is probably another Feldman
in Washington, whom you or Selden or both of you know. Again
if my memory does not mislead me, Selden asked him once to
express his opinion about our report for the Senate’s Foreign
Relations Committee, and he (Feldman) showed it to some State
Department expert who gave a very adverse opinion about it. If
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this is the same man he may still remember it and be adversely
influenced by it. Anyhow we shall see. Senator Douglas in the
meantime became President of the Freedom House, and they
made a big shindeck in his honor. Nielsen tried to take him
into a corner and discuss with him the Institute, but he didn’t
succeed, because -he was surrounded by other people who spoke
to him about entirely different matters. Hence he will try to
contact him directly (Douglass still lives in Washington and is in
New York only once a week — on Tuesdays, though he has a staff
or at least, a secretary at the New School).

What will come out of all this I don't know. Nor do I know
what I am [to] do. Nielsen suggested not to contact Mrs. Krim
until she hears from Feldman. Should I follow his advice or
should I get in touch with her?

That's all for the time being, I didn't hear from Shankman
and [ hesitate to call him, since he told me that he will call me.
Perhaps in a day or two I shall, nonetheless, call him up and ask
him to see him.

Give my regards to Asti.

Yours
Cordially
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March Ist, 1967

Mr. Bernard Postal

National Jewish Welfare Board
145 East 32nd Street

New York, N.Y. 10016

Dear Mr. Postal,

Mr. Merlin forwarded to me your letter of January 23rd, as well as
copy of your letter to him of January 30th. A copy of this letter
will go to Mr. Merlin.

If I may suggest, I believe you can best achieve what you are
looking for through a meeting with Mr. Merlin, since you are both
in New York, and take some notes not only on what actually
happened on May 14th-15th but generally on the background
and the role that the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation
played in the events which culminated with that day.

[ also plan to be in New York sometime this coming May, and
if you will contact me at my New York office — HA5-4550 — I shall
be glad to get together with you.

Here in Israel there has been a deluge of memoirs by some of
the people who were really in the center of things, and by some
who endeavor to magnify their rather small contribution to the
events. Generally these books have been written from a narrow
partisan as well as personal point of view, with the facts taking
a very definite back-seat.

The Hebrew Committee of National Liberation and the
worldwide organizations supporting it disbanded voluntarily
soon after the independence of Israel, as we have always
proclaimed we will do (an event, by the way, quite unique in
Jewish history and unfortunately not followed from that day by
a single Jewish organization, many of which are continuing their
meaningless, wasteful or even damaging existence to this very
day). Whether right or wrong, we have as individuals a rather
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nauseating reaction to the unanimous distortion and personal
histories which appear by all camps, and have written nothing
about the events surrounding our work, which were as exciting
and basically important as they were controversial.

It is therefore that much vital material on the subject of
your book has been hitherto unpublished in book form, and
much of it is even totally unknown. The only way I know of
making it available to you is in conversations with Merlin and
myself.

In a more technical sense, I spent the night of May 14th aboard
a British owned DC-3 plane which a member of the Hebrew
Committee, Alexander Rafaeli (now a leading manufacturer in
Israel), managed to charter from a British company for an urgent
“business trip” to Palestine. The plane left Paris about 10 p.m.
on the 14th, and after stopovers and delays in Rome and Athens
made a nearly impossible but perfect landing on the short strip
of Tel Aviv's Dov Landing Strip on the afternoon of May 15th
(Haifa was still British controlled, and what is now Lod Airport
was in Arab hands). The field's radio was bombed out by an
Egyptian bombing earlier that day, and after landing we were
told by the Hagana commander of the field that he had his
single anti-aircraft gun aimed at us, and only at the last minute
realized we might be a friendly plane (the Egyptians used similar
DC-3s for their bombing earlier that day).

The main reason for my trip was a fulfilment of a long and
often repeated public pledge. Once at a heated debate with a
group of leaders of American Zionists summoned by the late
Rabbi Stephen Wise to try and dissuade us from some of our
“extreme activities” and challenging our authority to act, Rabbi
Wise thundered “Mi Samcha” (biblical for “who authorized
you”), and I answered that we were fighting for the sovereignty
of the Hebrew nation and that on the day of its independence
in Palestine we shall be there, whereas Rabbi Wise will remain
an American clergyman belonging to the Democratic Party, as
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Rabbi Silver will remain an American clergyman member of the
Republican Party.

The trip of May 15th, 1948, fulfilled the pledge. It was also true
in predicting the actions of the two late rabbis. Unfortunately, it
is also true that today, 19 years later, the dead hand of yesterday
still rules, and the confusion as to what Israel really is and
what is its relationship to the “Jewish People” the world over
is in my opinion still a major problem which hampers Israel’s
healthy development, both spiritual and physical, and is largely
responsible for the fact that after 19 years it is still at war with
all its neighbors.

Every good wish,

Sincerely yours
PH. Bergson-Kook
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1967 DINY 8
March 8, 67

Dear Hillel,

[ received your short note (not dated) and the copy of your
extremely interesting letter to Postal. I am having lunch with him
next Friday. I never saw Julius Stolman’s ad nor did I ever meet
him. I phoned Nielsen but he is out of town and will be back
only next Monday. The papers revealed (New York Times March
5) that the African-American Institute got its budget covered
by a fund (millions of dollars) from C.I.A. What seems to make
the transaction even more complicated and embarrassing is the
fact that the Baird Foundation through which the money was
channeled is a phony outfit, and as far back as March 1959 the
New York District Director of the Internal Revenue decided to
revoke the Baird Foundation's tax-exemption. It's a complicated
business and | don’'t want to burden you with details. If I am
mentioning it at all, it is because I am little bit worried about
his other transactions and I hope the Institute is not going
to be involved. You remember Sholem Aleichem’s story about
Napoleon in Kassrilevke.

[ have seen that Mendes France’s friends started to publish
a monthly called “Apres-Demain” (after tomorrow). | like the
title, and perhaps the paper you are planning should be called
something like this, though I am not sure whether in Hebrew
“makhartayim” does not sound somewhat ridiculous.

At long last I mobilized my courage and phoned Matilda Krim
(against Nielsen’s advice, who suggested to wait until she will
call me). She was quite friendly and I am seeing her Thursday
(a week from tomorrow) — she explained that she cannot do it
earlier.

Kolitz emerged again on the surface. He saw a couple of
times Foster and together with him also a man by name Herman

97



(I believe) who is in this country on behalf of Aba Eban with
a similar task that Zvi has in mind. According to Kolitz he got
Herman's (not to confuse with the Ambassador) O.K. and as a
result Foster is interested to cooperate actively. I don't know what
all this means, except that I have my grave doubts about the
meaning and the validity of such an O.K. Anyhow, next Monday
there will be another meeting with Foster and this time I shall
participate. After the meeting I shall write to you what transpired.

Did you make any headway with your project about the daily
paper? How much time do you allocate to yourself for clarifying
its feasibility? From your letters I understood that you allocated
20.000 pounds for the purpose of finding out. I believe that no
less important than the money is the time element.

How were your meetings with Shoken and Amnon Rubinstein.
The latter is an extremely intelligent and talented man. He is
worthwhile cultivating. He is probably the most brilliant journalist
in Israel and expresses, almost always, right ideas — often I find
in them affinities with our own way of thinking.

[ also think that it may be worthwhile for you to contact
Professor Ghinossar (Achad Ha’am'’s son). What I heard from him
and about him he is an interesting man with a great deal of
common sense. And since I am at it, perhaps it might also be
worthwhile to talk to Professor Levontine. Of course they are not
“young”, but as [ have written to you in my last letter I approach
the problem of generations without mysticism.

Cordially

PS. | hate to write to you about it, but I am afraid I must ask
you to deposit in my bank, if possible, one thousand pounds.
Before I left | made some commitments and there is no money
in my account.

*
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March 24, 1967

Dear Hillel,

Jerry told me that you are arriving Tuesday. Though the
background of your decision is unknown to me, I presume that
it has something to do with Vardi. For my part I am, of course,
very glad to have a chance to see you and talk to you. It is my
feeling that this time it will be easier.

[ am sending you a copy of a letter I mailed to you in Israel
which will probably not reach you. I am doing it mainly because
of the references to Kimchi. I think it is worthwhile for you to
meet him. After all is said and done he still emerges as a man
far above the common run of Zionists and professional Jews. The
fact that he didn’t submit abjectly to the Zionists (as XXX did,
for instance, to Arieh and Begin, recently) speaks for him. Of
course, | am doubtful whether anything concrete will come of it,
yet you stand to lose nothing while, at the same time you renew
his acquaintance. (It seems to me that he is a friend and admirer
of Abba Lerner).

Please cable the flight of your arrival and I'll meet you at the
airport.

Cordially
S. Merlin

At long last I have seen Mathilda Krim, I was very pleasantly
surprised. She is extremely intelligent, knows a lot and
understands practically everything concerning the problems we
are interested in. Though I was extremely favorably impressed
by her, I am not sure whether she was impressed with me. From
a practical point of view, she promised cooperation and we
will see whether anything comes of it. She is already too much
committed to too many things.
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October 8, 1968

Dear Hillel,

[ was today in the Israeli Consulate and asked them about the
car. The name of the man I spoke to is Eitan. He told me that
they could not decide here in New York since it is an unusual
case. Apart from that, one needs under all circumstances an
import license. Therefore, he suggested that you take up the
matter in Israel with the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 3 Ben
Yehuda, Jerusalem. He said that in any event, even if he were
handling the case, he would anyhow have to transfer the matter
to Jerusalem. In his view, the best way of handling it is directly
dealing with the Ministry. I also personally believe that it would
be easier for you to get the necessary “protectsia” in Jerusalem
than I could do here.

As far as my car is concerned, I will write soon to Nathan
about it. I do not think it would be wise on my part to sell
the car because I definitely intend to go back to Israel after I
will be through with the University of the State of New York
concerning the charter. The reason for this is very simple — I just
don’'t see how to solve the budget problems of the Institute in
a satisfactory manner.

[ take it for granted that you received in the meantime my
letters of September 25 and October 7 as well as the Institute
material I have sent you air mail, special delivery. I have also
sent you regular mail several copies of the Cyprus report.

[ am enclosing a few clippings which may be of some interest
to you especially the article by Josette Alia. She is one of the
best French foreign correspondents, extremely well informed and
terribly clever. The two disturbing elements in her article are, of
course, the possibility of the Russians in one way or another
directly undertaking a military action to reconquer the Sinai:
and the Russians taking over Mers-el-Kebir. During last years’
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Security Council meetings, if you remember, [ drew your attention
to Federenko’s repeated statements that if the Security Council
will adopt a resolution calling upon Israel to withdraw from the
conquered territories, Russia will be willing to participate in its
implementation. | told you at the time that the intention was
for Russia to get a “legal” justification for a military intervention.
Naturally I don’t know how real this danger is now, but to me
it sounds ominous. If Russia could have invaded and occupied
Czechoslovakia, then nothing is impossible. (Nothing that Russia
will do would surprise me).

[ am very glad that you are coming back to New York and we
will have a chance to talk about all these and other matters. Give
my kindest regards to the kids.

Sincerely

PS. I have written this letter in English because I am home and
the Hebrew typewriter is in the office.

P. P. S. Waxenberg called (Winona answered the phone) and
asked where you are. She told him.

P. P. P. S. Nielsen called and is eager to know about your time
schedule while in the United States. I told him I believe you will
be here in November and probably spend here about four weeks.
But this is only a guess.
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The books I bought:

How | got that Story — 34 top reporters give the behind-the-
scenes story of covering great news events.

Improvised News of Tamoutsu Shibutani

Books I ordered:

The City Editor by Stanley Walker

E.B. White’s book on Journalism

Thurber on Ross and the New Yorker

the others are marked in the list of the Editor and Publisher
(enclosed)

By the way there are three schools of journalism in Israel:
Jerusalem (the rest was cut off...)
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February 20, 1969

Dear Hillel,

[ wrote to you yesterday, but this morning I received your letter
of February 12, (because of the snow storm everything here was
dislocated or paralyzed for a week or so, and the mail is late,
it is my impression that part of it was lost or destroyed), and
[ would like to add a couple of remarks to what I have written
yesterday:

) My bad mood and frustrations probably stem from my
inability to create reasonable contacts with certain people. Thus
for instance with Bernstein in Riklis’ office I was unsuccessful
so far to establish a workable contact. On the one hand he
transfers to me all the mail and people who call, to take care
of, while on the other hand he systematically does not answer
my telephone calls. (The Americans for Peace, by the way take
up some of my time, not only in answering the correspondence,
but also the work with Baker who still tries to get a tax-
exemption for the Committee. After several weeks of work and
consultation he filed a protest against the first rejection, with
the Internal Revenue Service). For the last week or ten days,
before I received your letter, | tried to find out whether Riklis
contacted the man in Chicago who heads a committee with the
same name. But Bernstein was either in conference or out of
the office. | am not very good at pressuring somebody to talk
to me. Yet, I tried three times today again, and only at the third
call | was told that he will not be in today in the office and it is
not sure whether he will be in tomorrow. I'll try again, though
left several messages.

Nor do I have better luck with the Shankmans. You may
remember that you asked me to call Mrs. Shankman, which
[ did several times, but with no result. First she was out of
town for several days or a couple of weeks and then she was
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probably too busy with something — if | am not mistaken she
works for her husband in the office. But | could not get her in
the office either.

[ also tried to see Mathilde. I got her on the phone and she
was quite cordial and witty and pretended she did not know you
are most of the time in Israel. She agreed to see me and we made
a tentative appointment, which she did not keep, that is she did
not call Tuesday last week to tell me where exactly we will have
lunch. Since then I called her several times, but of no avail. But
at least I know that she was most of the time, that is, most of
last week and this week, in Washington. What she does there
I don't know. Perhaps she is busy with her new organization:
she was appointed by Johnson (during the last week in office)
to be a member of the National Academy of the Sciences and
Humanities, or something of the kind. I don’t even know what it
is, but it seems that it entails considerable prestige.

As far [as]| Nielsen is considered, he did not move in yet in
person. He sent over his furniture, but he himself was most of
the time abroad, but he called me several times and he will
probably move in sometime next week, unless he goes abroad
again. He seems to have gotten a grant from the 20th Century
Fund for a Study, which he will try to work on in this office. I'll
talk to him about the possibilities of getting in touch, under
his advice, with several foundations. (by the way they are now
seriously being investigated by Congress, including for fraud and
malfeasance).

2) What you heard about my being active, in cooperation
with Nathan, to promote a Communist line, or a line of the
New Left, did not surprise me. As far back as 1958, when the
Refugee Report was published, Uri Zvi told Tamir, that he has
from the highest authorities that [ work for the C.I.A. On another
occasion he told him that I work for the Russians. When | wrote
the few articles in Ha'aretz, Rosenblum wrote in his column
that I work with the Communists. Since then I don’t say hello
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to him, but what [is] amusing, is that when he saw me at a
party and ran over to greet me, as if we were the most intimate
friends, he was flabbergasted when I snubbed him, and didn’t
shake hands. The truth of the matter is that | feel somewhat
guilty towards some of the people whom the Revisionists
consider as Communists, and who have written to me and I
neglected to answer them or even to acknowledge their letters.
Thus I received from Amos Kenan a letter dated August 13, 68
and it is still lying on my desk. I am sending you a copy of
it. I just don't know how to apologize to him. The last time I
have written to Nathan was several months ago, and this was
about giving the car to Eri. Since then he has written several
letters (no mention was there of any political cooperation) and
[ neglected answering them. But now I'll try to mobilize my will
power and I'll write both to Nathan and Amos Kenan, though
[ don't know what kind of an excuse to give the latter for my
being so remiss.

3) The problem of my living (or not living) in Israel is a
mystery to myself — and not only to you — as many other
problems regarding my life and slow death. For the last couple
of years I got involved again in the Institute because you started
to support it again and Mathilde appeared on the scene. So this
kept me busy here. Now there is no compelling reason for me to
stay here, unless the financial and administrative aspect of the
institute are by some miracle solved. I personally prefer to live in
[srael, though I know that Israel is set on an inescapable course
of self-annihilation. But somehow one seldom connects personal
behavior with appraisal and forecast of a given situation.

4) 1 forgot to enclose the list from Editor and Publisher which
[ mentioned in yesterday’s letter. This omission actually was the
reason of sending you today’s missive.

Cordially
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PS. In your last letter you mention that you don’t understand the
difference between the “Communist Line” and the line of the New
Left. There is a difference. First because there is deep ideological
and structural animosity between them. Second, Russia and the
communists are opposed — at this stage of the game — to Israel
out of Russian imperial interests. Theoretically speaking the
serving of these interests may change sometime in the future.
The New Left are against Israel on ideological grounds: they
see in Israel a colonial phenomenon - that is “white people”
conquering the land of “blacks” and colonizing it. Apart from that
the New Left is anarchistic, hence they are against states per se.
Israel is a strong state, the Arabs’ are weak states, hence they
are pro-Arab and anti-Israel. That is if I understand them well.

*
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HILLEL PUBLISHERS LTD
134 Hayarkon St.

Tel-Aviv

Tel. 22 77 30

May 31, 1970

Mr. S. Merlin
27 East 62nd Street
New York, N. Y.

Dear Merlin,

It would take a Kafka to describe to you how it feels to be sitting
here preparing to publish a daily newspaper in the middle of a
double front: a limited shooting war with Russia that might erupt
any minute on the one hand — and a panic stricken Wall Street,
with a spectre of 1929 spoken by too many lips.

If there is a real economic crisis developing in the United
States, there surely will develop one in Israel (there most
probably will be a severe economic crisis here anyway). If the
Russian penetration is going to become a shooting one (which
will not surprise me) — there may not be enough time to establish
and develop an independent daily paper.

Having ignored reality for the past couple of years, the leaders
of Israel have suddenly discovered Russia, its animosity to us and
its presence on our doorstep. Not having reacted properly before,
they over-react now. There are over-tones of panic in high places.

It is a reverse situation of the mood that preceded the ‘67
war. Then the people were grim and concerned (as were most
government ministers). But the real leadership of the army and
the people were more than confident; they were only exasperated
at the government’s inaction. Today it's the reverse: the people,
by far, show little concern, and the higher you go, the deeper the
concern you will find, and with some overtones of panic in the
wrong places.
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[ am quite in a quandary as to whether I am on the right course
due to this timing problem and whether | should not change my
plans, freeze the daily paper idea for the time being, and start
a weekly in Hebrew and English, possibly in French, with pretty
much identical material. This could be started much faster and
have an immediate impact and possibly make a contribution in
this emergency. Financially its chances for success are less than
a daily paper.

A very important consideration for doing this is that the
English language weekly may be helpful in stimulating some
groups and people in the United States to undertake some
activities which are essential in helping evolve a new policy by
the Nixon Administration.

This is the time to launch a national campaign by Americans
For Permanent Peace In The Middle Ease, and the appearance of
an English language weekly might be very helpful in stimulating
some activity.

[ am surprised at not having heard from you all this time. I
hope you are well and will appreciate hearing from you.

Enclosed is an article by Silvi Keshet, in case you haven't
seen it.

With every good wish,

21020 RIN

Cordially
Peter Bergson-Kook
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[7.6.1970; first page missing]

Dear Hillel,

Many thanks for your letter of May 31.

. Your doubts about the timing for the daily paper are
perfectly understandable, though, as you know, my doubts
preceded the latest developments. But | agree that the reasons
you are advancing only accentuate and make more acute my own
skepticism. It goes without saying that in certain respects the
publishing of a weekly in Hebrew and in English is technically
much more feasible, but its effect and influence depend upon
its contents. I must be frank with you and tell you that from all
our conversations, and I consider myself the best listener in the
world, it never became quite clear to me exactly what you are
after — from the point of view of ideas and policy. Of course, I
am aware of your ideas concerning a secular Hebrew state with
all its political, cultural and even ethnographic implications,
but it is at best a long range proposition of public debate
and education which would take at least one generation,
which means about twenty five years. I don’t think that this
philosophy has practical application to the present emergency.
[ admit readily that I may be wrong, and you know my quasi
unlimited deference to your views. Yet, it seems to me that a
weekly open to a free discussion of the current problems, with
a sense of historic urgency and the imperative of peace may
both capture the imagination of large circles of Israeli opinion
as well as having an impact upon the decision-making presses
of the country.

[ agree with you that the English language weekly could
be helpful in the United States in stimulating some groups in
helping evolve a new policy by the Nixon administration. But I
am convinced that the first imperative is to help evolve a change
in the minds and attitudes in Israel itself. This, in turn, would
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have a most wholesome effect on public opinion in friendly
countries, especially in the United States.

[ don't think that the Israeli-Arab conflict stems from external
factors. Nasser says that if it were not for the United States
everything would be fine and dandy. The Israelis say if it were
not for the Russians everything would be fine and dandy. While
it is true that external factors like British imperialism in the
past, and Russian imperialism now exacerbate the conflict by
themselves, they do not create it. The conflict has an objective
reality and whoever believes that the solution is in Moscow or
in Washington just takes the easy route to escapism. It always
seems the solutions are somewhere far away just in order to
avoid caning to grips with the immediate problems with which
we are faced here and now.

Since you told me before your departure to write you and
that in Israel you have patience to read, I am taking the liberty
of imposing upon you with some of my reflections though I am
aware that they are by now already familiar to you.

Anyhow, historically speaking we are faced with an objective
reality: the Arabs are just too strong to expect them to surrender.
They are strong numerically and geographically, and from the
point of view of natural resources, and also because too many
external powers have vested interests with the Arabs, and at this
phase they are strong because the Russians protect them, or so
the Arabs believe. On the other hand, the Arabs are not strong
enough not to be tempted by a reasonable political settlement.
They are not strong enough because they are being militarily
defeated and cannot hope by themselves to come out victorious
in the field of battle. In the process of fighting a futile war
they suffer gravely both in casualties as well as economically,
large segments of public opinion in each country, especially in
Egypt, are fed up with the situation of no war and no peace,
and with living under an eternal emergency. Apart from all this,
and many other considerations, Nasser is not so stupid as not
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to understand that though he dedicated his life to free Egypt
from foreign tutelage, he only succeeded in exchanging a benign
ruler — the British — with a ruthless, unprincipled occupier — the
Russians.

[ believe that the Arab leaders, despite their irresponsibility
and distorted mentalities, are also aware that Israel cannot be
wiped off the map and that the symbolic apocalyptic image of
Samson bringing down the temple upon his enemies and himself
is a part of the context of the Middle Eastern geo-political
realities. I am saying all this because I believe that objectively
speaking Israel on the one hand cannot expect the Arabs to
surrender, and on the other hand the Arabs have an objective
interest to come to reasonable peace terms.

It isn't true that the Arabs didn't offer any concessions. It is
the Israeli propaganda which claims so, but in reality Nasser and
Hussein offer plenty of concessions including the recognition
of the sovereignty of the State of Israel, secure frontiers and
freedom of navigation. If these concessions would have been
offered in March, 1967, the Israelis would have danced in the
streets for seven days and seven nights as they have done — but
more so in November, 1947.

This does not mean that Nasser or Hussein should be
trusted. It means only that they have to be tested by reasonable,
plausible and as much as possible built-in safeguards.

The trouble is that the Israeli leaders and part of public
opinion are afraid of peace. They are more afraid of peace
than of war. Everybody says that because of the national unity
coalition government, Israel has no program, no aim, and is
incapable of taking any initiative. | believe that this statement
repeated a million times in Israel and all over the world is
just false. I believe the opposite to be true: in order not to
have to define a plan, a program, a peace strategy, it occurred
to the Mapai people to whom Begin was anathema, that he
may be the solution to everything; That his inclusion in the
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Government will serve as the great alibi of think nothing, say
nothing, do nothing.

Our admiration for the Army is boundless. And [ don't have
to repeat all the familiar panegyrics in its honor. But an Army,
anyhow in a democracy, is not responsible or should not be
responsible for policy. And strategy is inseparable from policy.
Since the national coalition government has no policy, it has no
strategy, and grave mistakes have been and will be committed
for which we pay a tremendous price. You remember perhaps
our short conversation on one of the trips to New York: you were
rather enthusiastic about the raids in depth into Egypt. You said
that it seems Dayan decided to bring about the overthrow of
Nasser, and you thought it was a grand idea. I was more than
skeptical and I said it will end in some kind of tragedy. I used
the phrase apocalyptic denouement. I didn't specify the entrance
of Russian pilots into the scene. It was rather you who on other
occasions foresaw it almost prophetically. But what I said in
your hotel roam was that these bombardments in themselves
are bad regardless of how one looks at them. Nasser will not be
overthrown because of them. This, however, was not any main
objection. My main objection was that they were aimless: “What
will come next, the occupation of Cairo?” I asked. Surely this is
not the aim of these bombardments. They were not a softening
up for an invasion. Hence their futility. Hence they can only
boomerang.

But at that time the spokesman for the Army and Government
declared that these bombardments were vital. I remember a
broadcast by Eisenhower to the nation. It was in connection
with the scandal of the U-2 overflights. In the same speech he
said that he personally ordered those flights because they were
vital to the security of the free world: but in the same breath he
declared that because of the violent reaction of the Russians,
he ordered to discontinue these flights. If they were vital, why
discontinue? And if one can without much ado discontinue, then
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they are not vital, and why did they have to be undertaken in the
first place? Truman, by the way, was asked at that time whether
under his presidency the suggestion came up about sending
the U-2’'s over Russia, and he answered that he ordered the CIA
official out of his office because he considered the idea both
crazy and irresponsible. So what is vital? Except that thoughtless
politicians, as weak people generally, desist under pressure which
is, of course, the worst policy to follow.

Now, if it was vital to raid and bomb the suburbs of Cairo,
why discontinue? Because there are 80 or 150 Russian pilots?
We are now told by the generals, from Dayan on, and by leaders
of the nation that Israel has no special interest to raid Cairo,
Alexandria and the Aswan region. If this is the case, why was
it so vital to bombard the approaches of Cairo in the first
place? Because Dayan, like Eisenhower, decided to desist under
pressure, which is the worst policy to follow. But there are two
basic differences: first Eisenhower was the leader of the stronger
party, Dayan is not; second, after Eisenhower desisted there was
no danger that the Russians will come closer to the shores of
the United States. Such a danger does exist on the Suez as far
as Israel is concerned. For Israel to give in under pressure when
dealing with such a ruthless and unprincipled power as the
Russians, protecting such a weakling and adventurer as Nasser,
is perhaps more dangerous than to continue the flights. The
trouble is — and on this we both agreed many years ago, and you
used to express it in most beautiful and convincing terms — that
a wrong policy creates such a hopelessly complicated situation
that it is sometimes impossible to solve it altogether.

While typing this long “megila” another conversation between
us comes to mind. It was immediately after the six-day-war and
we heard the news that General Dayan told General Odd Bull that
the Israelis being stationed on the canal consider the waterway
to be under the jurisdiction of both Egypt and Israel. Hence,
Israel will not permit the Egyptians to sail the canal, nor to free
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the ships stuck there, nor to clean it in order to renew navigation
unless the Israelis can enjoy the same rights. You may remember
that 1 was skeptical. I said that the Israeli Army did not occupy
half the canal — it only reached its eastern bank: they could
have crossed the Canal and occupied it but this, for one reason
or another, they didn't do. Of course, I didn't foresee the exact
developments but I felt that after the spectacular victory, Israel
does not need to stir up new trouble or undertake belligerent
and provocative acts, but rather begin diplomatically to exploit
its victory. This they didn't have the good sense, let alone the
imagination, to do. Now, in retrospect, I can see how sound my
hunch, though inarticulate, was.

To have permitted the Egyptians to clear the canal for
navigation would have been in the best interests of Israel even
without an a priori settlement of the problem of free passage for
Israeli ships. Because with the canal operating and with ships
from all nations plying back and forth, it would have made the
waterway a peaceful frontier for Israel, thus giving her all the
time to negotiate a settlement under, so to speak, peaceful and
relaxed conditions. Israel could have taken all the time needed
to figure out what she wants, what her security needs are, as
long as she is protected on the southern frontier by the peaceful
activities of the canal. Under such circumstances | doubt
whether the Egyptians and the Russians would have undertaken
offensive military operations, and this for several reasons:
first, psychologically one does not disturb a routine situation,
unless provoked; second, Nasser at that time was interested in
the income from the canal since he did not know that the oil
producing countries — his political enemies in the Arab world
— will bail him out; and third, the Russians were interested in
keeping the Canal open for their own global strategic objectives.

What the “Khakhmey Lejanky” have done was to transform
beyond the vast expanses of the Sinai, a peaceful frontier into
a hot front. It is not true that it was Nasser who transformed
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it into a hot front, because Nasser's first preoccupation was
to open the canal to navigation. The Israelis prevented him by
provocative acts of shooing at little boats, and what not. We
understand quite well that though on June 5, 1967 the Israeli
Army technically fired the first shot, the true aggressor was
Nasser, because he created an untenable and most perilous
situation for the Israelis, who had no choice but to defend
themselves. But when a similar situation, though of course on
quite a different scale and for different reasons, the Israelis
commit acts of provocation, and Nasser reacts after long months
by proclaiming the cease fire null and void, we don’t notice the
provocations which lead to this reaction. To use the canal as a
pleasure beach for Israeli soldiers and as a tourist attraction for
American Jews, while denying the Egyptians the use of the canal,
was not a tolerable solution. Did the Israelis think they will be
able to keep this up indefinitely until Nasser will capitulate? As
| said before, regardless of how militarily weak and disoriented
the Arabs are, and above all Nasser, they are not weak enough
generally to surrender.

Of course, one can always go back in the sequence of
arguments and say that Nasser is responsible because he did
not want to pledge freedom of navigation for Israeli ships. This
argument is correct if one does not go still further back to other
arguments and counterarguments. [ am speaking not from the
point of view of winning points in an argument contest, but to
analyze a policy. | believe that Israeli policy was disastrous on
the Canal as it was disastrous all along the most vital front of
foreign relations.

America is selling and will continue to sell with ever greater
speed and scope the airplanes, but this is no longer the solution
as Sulzburger remarks in his ominous column.

I enjoyed reading your profile in Sylvia Keshet's column. It
was very interesting and quite original, but she was surprisingly
non-committal. If I remember well it is the first time that she
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let the tape-recorders speak without sending her own arrows or
making some complimentary remarks, all of which proves that
she didn’t know “how to eat it.”

[ am mailing you under separate cover some material of the
Americans for Peace (air mail).

How are the kids? Please remember me to them.

Cordially
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58, Haoranim Street
Phone (03)930625
Kfar Shmaryahu
May 13, 1971

Dear Merlin,

[ am a little surprised at not having heard from you or from Paul.
| realize that very little happens in the Institute in a couple of
weeks. [ do believe, however, that it would be helpful all around
if a bi-weekly report would go out to a select list of officers,
trustees, etc. This report would summarize progress on projects
and happenings during the past fortnight, and would serve to
keep people like me informed and perhaps expedite work in
progress. In any event, it will give us all a realistic notion of
what the Institute is doing and how it is progressing.

I had a couple of sessions with Mr. David Shapiro, who
will be writing to you directly. As I told you, he is to receive
a scholarship of $1,000 for a year's work that commenced on
March 1, 1971. Mr. Shapiro is a young Historian who is a post-
graduate student at The Hebrew University, working on an
Edmond Rothschild scholarship. He is also employed as a Senior
Researcher by the Institute of Contemporary Jewish Studies at
The Hebrew University. It is in connection with this activity that
he will work on the organization of the archives and preparation
of availability of historical material on the Hebrew Liberation
Movement as it evolved from the realignment of the Irgun in
1937 and the commencement of Irgun activities abroad shortly
thereafter, with the mission of Mike Ben-Ami to Vienna to take
charge of the fledgling effort of Mr. Galili in the organization of
the so called illegal immigration to Palestine.

Please send Mr. Shapiro, who has probably written to you,
a check for $250 for his first quarter as well as an additional
$100 for expenses and acquisition of various files, photo-copying
expenses, etc.
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What's new on the financial front? Has Mr. Aufhauser assumed
the duties of Treasurer yet? Did you get permission from Mr.
Salovin to sell some of the Penn-Tech shares? If you didn't,
please get in touch with him.

[ would suggest that the Treasurer with your and Paul’s help,
prepare a proposed budget as well as a report of the Institute’s
financial condition. I think the time has come to launch two
Institutes which should be affiliated with us, one in Israel and
one in Lebanon. I have been having talks about this with Mr.
Michele Solomon who is the Middle Eastern correspondent of
“L ‘Express”, and who makes his headquarters in Jerusalem.
He visits Lebanon quite often and might be very helpful in the
organization of this work.

We are also working on the publication of a bi-monthly
newsletter tentatively called, “Inside Israel & The Middle East” or
maybe a report with two separate sections, one entitled “Inside
Israel” and the other, “Inside The Middle East”. This would be
done in Hebrew, English and French, and sold on a fairly high
price subscription basis. 1 have succeeded in obtaining a first
rate group of people representing the best talent of the Israeli
press who will work with us on a confidential basis. One of
them, who is representing an important foreign publication
here, has applied for permission to be the official Editor of this
publication.

Do you have any ideas as to a possible tie-in between this
commercial venture and the Institute? Maybe the whole thing
could be done under the Institute’s auspices even though I doubt
it. Perhaps the Institute can simply distribute the publication in
the United States, and in addition to its own merits also make
some money.

What's happening with the Study on the Demographic History
of Israel? | think this is both important and interesting and if
properly done could also get wide distribution.
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Please show this letter to Paul and I am sending a copy

directly to Mr. Aufhauser.
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With every good wish
Cordially
Peter H. Bergson-Kook

Mr. S. Merlin

Inst. For Mediterranean Affairs
1078 Madison Ave.

New York, N.Y. 10028

cc: Mr. A. Aufhauser
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June 24, 1971

Dear Peter,

This might be the last time | choose to spend a vacation in Paris.
[ liked it here because everything was familiar to me, reasonably
comfortable and reasonably cheap. This year, however, all these
three great attributes were disturbed if not disappeared altogether.
The little hotel de Lutece in which 1 used to stay since 1937
was sold to a convent. The rooms there were comfortable (with
bath) beautiful, quiet, and $7.00 a day for the two of us. Now,
for the first time in my memory there are no rooms available in
Paris at all unless one can afford paying about $20.00 a night
in a fifth rate hotel. Thousands of people who arrived now are
being directed by the governmental tourist office to hotels in
the suburbs. This shortage, in turn, instead of making the French
hotel owners happy causes them on the contrary to be in some
cases discourteous and rude.

We are here already about ten days and the first couple of
days we stayed in a hotel that if | am not mistaken we used to
stay in once in a while in the 40’s — the Royale on Raspail. It was
expensive and uncomfortable, and for a couple of days Winona
and [ were panicky looking for a room until we found one on St.
Germain des Pres. One has to climb three flights of stairs; it is
depressing in many respects, but the room itself is quite large
and comfortable. We will probably stay here until the end of our
visit. (Should you wish to contact me the address is Hotel du
Dragon, 36, rue du Dragon, Paris 6th).

But the lack of room accommodations is not the only reason
for my disappointment. Paris itself, though slowly, is being eroded
from the point of view of beauty and permanence. Because of the
cars it is barely possible to see the city, and skyscrapers obstruct
the classic views of Paris. What fascinated me about Paris was this
permanence — places, restaurants, shops, which I knew would be
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there when I returned. This is no longer the case. After all, two
of the most important institutions that I cherished in Paris: the
restaurant Chez Nana and the hotel are gone. The Coupole is still
here and this is a great solace in the morning — from nine to noon.

It seems that we will arrive in Israel on the 18th of July. |
hope that you will be there.

During my stay I intend to work on the Committee’s records. I
also hope that David Shapiro will be available. It is my intention
and hope to establish with him a working relationship not only
for the few weeks I will be in Israel but also for the whole period
until I will conclude the work.

[ wanted to comment upon a couple of points contained in
your letter of May 13th which I didn't do in New York and I will
try to do now. You spoke about a bi-weekly report of activities
to send to members of the Board and other people interested
in the Institute. I think that sooner or later something on these
lines will have to be undertaken. You are also right, and this is
the main strength of your proposal, that such a report more than
it will tell what was done, may, in fact, spur initiatives which
otherwise might not be undertaken. The trouble, however, is who
will do it? It is amazing, and this phenomenon always startled
me, to see how a man like Riebenfeld (and not only him) can
spend days and weeks and months without doing anything, but
literally nothing. However, now with Finger as President, we will
have to undertake certain programs of a public character, and I
have written to you about two colloquiums: one about the Nature,
scope and History of the American Commitment in the Middle
East — and the other about the Mediterranean in Transition. In
the light of the revelations concerning the American commitment
in Vietnam (the McNamara report), a report on the commitment
in the Middle East would certainly gain in interest and topicality.

Interestingly, that while I was working in the last few months
on this study I came across the fact of three reports ordered
by the Johnson administration on this very topic (one you may
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remember was the study ordered by Johnson immediately after
the Six Day War. A special panel worked on it presided over
by George McGregor Bundy. I tried through Korff and Bushrod
Howard to get these reports, but nothing came out of it because
they didn't do anything about it. Of course, my intention was
not to steal these reports but to get them on the basis of
confidential treatment of them. I hope that with Finger's help I
may succeed in getting them. This in itself would lend increased
interest to our study, but apart from the inherent value of having
these reports, our study will benefit, so it seems to me, by the
sensationalism of the revelations of the McNamara report. But,
of course, I may be wrong on every point of this appraisal.
However, the thought of who is going to carry out all these
ideas and plans including the bi-weekly report frightens me a
little. You complained, and with full justification, in your letter
about not having received news from me since you left New
York. Yet in those few weeks | was busy with several things that
took up a tremendous amount of my time, some of which are
not worthy of reporting for the simple reason that it was just
routine. For instance, the preparation of the yearly report to the
Internal Revenue and the University of the State of New York.
It is a tedious and time consuming thing. Apart from that, my
discussions with Mike about the outline were protracted and
to a certain degree even tense. What he sent out was a certain
compromise in the sense that [ suggested that it be mailed under
his name — which makes me somewhat more comfortable about
the whole thing. Anyhow I have written several versions of the
paper until he seemed to be satisfied. Looking back at it I don’t
think that there is something basically wrong with the paper.
Apart from that, I worked on a background paper for the
conference on the Mediterranean in Transition. [ mailed you the
first draft but then Riebenfeld suggested many changes, most
of which had merit and I rewrote the paper incorporating his
suggestions. When I will be in Israel I will give you a copy.
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How I shall be able to marsh all the plans of the Institute,
the Documentary Record of the Committee and my teaching
assignment at Fairleigh Dickinson is beyond me, except that
[ decided to give the Documentary History top priority at the
expense, if necessary, of everything else. Whether it is a good
decision I don’'t know, but I will try to stick to it.

[ had lunch with Aufhauser and it was not a pleasant
experience. First, he wanted to have it tete a tete. Then, at the
last minute he called Riebenfeld, though I informed Riebenfeld in
advance. Anyhow, Riebenfeld raised the problem about Finger, and
[ had to explain and justify my action. I still believe that I have
done right and that in the last account everybody will be happy,
especially Paul, if he will stay with us. I say “if” because Aufhauser
received a letter from his accountant and tax advisor telling him
that supporting the Institute at the scope of $25,000 a year may
be looked into by the Internal Revenue, in the sense that he may
have a “special personal interest.” This letter was the cause, first of
all, of Aufhauser’'s changing his mind concerning being Treasurer.
[ told him that officially one is not justified to contribute to an
organization which employs direct parents, a wife, children, or a
sister or a brother, but not a son-in-law. Actually in the yearly
report that we submit to the Internal Revenue these questions
are being explicitly enumerated and a son-in-law is not listed. |
also told him that this rule applies mainly, if not exclusively, to
private Institutions and not to public educational institutions. He
was rather impressed with this information, which, he said he will
convey to his tax advisor. I asked him about his attitude to joining
the Board of Trustees, and he said at this stage he cannot do
it either unless he gets positive advice from his accountant and
lawyer. He behaved much less friendly than in previous times and
seemed somewhat frightened. I am not certain for how long the
arrangement with Aufhauser will last. There is a good chance that
it will last, but I would give it only about 50%.

In the meantime I met Shankman and had to explain to him
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what the change in Aufhauser was about. I never like to meet
Shankman because he is not friendly and not even courteous, and
[ don't think that I say so out of exaggerated sensitivity on my part.
Anyhow, I explained to him very frankly and openly the matter
about Aufhauser and told him that he will clarify his position
before the end of the year. Shankman said that he will continue
to be Treasurer until the end of the year but by then whatever
Aufhauser’s decision, we should think about a replacement.
During that conversation a point both startled and amused
me. [ told Shankman that [ feel somewhat badly that Mr.
Nestor, his bookkeeper, does the work for us and [ would like
to compensate him to some degree. He asked me what [ mean
and I said I thought we should give him a couple of hundred
dollars for the past and $50 a month in the future. Shankman
said that we don't owe Nestor anything since he does it on
his, Shankman’s time. Instead, we should pay him the $50.00 a
month against a receipt. He didn't say it jokingly but absolutely
seriously. The only thing that bothers me is that Nestor might
have heard our conversation and I hate hurting his feelings. He
is one of the finest, soft spoken and courteous people I know.
About your idea of establishing an affiliated institute both
in Israel and the Lebanon we will discuss during my stay in
Israel. Should the conference on the Mediterranean in Transition
materialize, this could perhaps serve as a good starting point.
The “Inside Israel and the Middle East Newsletter” is potentially
a tremendous thing. If done well and mainly divorced from the
taboos and prejudices and fiats of the Israeli establishment
and official policy, this newsletter can become a very important
instrument of enlightenment and influence.
That's about all for the time being, and I repeat once more, if
you have patience and a few minutes, drop me a few lines about
your ideas concerning the present situation.

Cordially
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December 25, 1971

Dear Hillel,

[ am writing from home, hence the English.

[ read with great interest both the lines and between the lines
of your last letter of December 11, and the copy of your letter to
Mike of December 9.

Your analysis of why both of us feel it difficult to write our
story is fascinating, though in the process of arranging the
material and analyzing it, I found it much easier than I thought.

[ also believe that in your present stage of transition of
winding up (and I presume you mean it) the business phase
in your life, and before committing yourself to a new task and
style of life, you should try to write. I am quite certain that in
spite of your inhibitions you may reveal yourself in the process
of creative writing and thus offer a glimpse at least to others. If
you need any proof that [ am right, you may read your own letter
to Mike. Though only a few spare paragraphs, they tell a lot. And
how interesting!

[ am not sure whether I conveyed my real thoughts
concerning the feeling that we failed. Triumph and failure are
extremely ambiguous terms. I don’'t mean to say relative — 1|
mean ambiguous. For instance, De Gaulle till his very last day
considered himself defeated. Even as early as 1946 he told his
private secretary Mauriac: “I have never gone anywhere but from
failure to failure.” And he ticked them off: his pre-war effort to
endow France with a motorized army; his effort to persuade the
Reynaud Government to move from Bordeaux to Algiers and to
continue the war; his first effort to bring the colonial army into
combat. Of course; in the latter part of his career these failures
were even on a grander scale; as one sympathetic critic indicated
recently, he failed to pry Europe from the hegemony of the two
super powers; he failed to convince the world, and first of all
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the Americans to the necessity of making gold the real standard
of international exchange. Nor did he succeed to convince the
Americans of the necessity of getting out of Vietnam; and the
[sraelis not to fire the first shot. He left the political scene after
having a rebuke in the referendum and saw the reins of power
taken over by Pompidou, a man he probably despised more
than anyone else. On the other hand, he hoped to settle the
Algerian problem in a somewhat romantic fashion that would
bring harmony between metropolitan France, the Algerians and
the French in Algeria. It ended in complete disaster. When he
spoke shortly before his death to Malraux he picked up some
pages of the manuscript of his memoirs, asking him whether he
really believes it is worthwhile to tell the story. If I expatiated to
such an extent on De Gaulle’s feeling of failure it is because I
don't wish to give you the impression that failure is what people
usually think it is. But it is rather an attitude of keeping the
score straight. And there is grandeur in it. Self-delusion and
self-aggrandizement are signs of pettiness and lack of dignity.
That is why I can’'t and don’t read, if 1 can help it, the various
memoirs whether published by people with whom we worked
closely together like Begin, or our foes like the Zionists.

2) I didn't write to you about Strelsin because it didn’'t take
him too long to renege upon his pledge. I wanted to write to
him and give him a piece of my mind but I thought that I should
consult with Maurice since it was his initiative in the first place.
It took a few days until I met Maurice and I gave him my draft.
Then an inexplicable thing happened — he sent me a draft of
his own which never arrived — neither did it arrive when he sent
it a second or third time. Only the 4th copy arrived. I don't
understand it and therefore don’'t know how to explain it.

Discussing the matter with Mike it occurred to me that
it would be better to send Strelsin two letters: one by me in
connection with the Institute and his remark about me being a
dove on Israel; and the second letter by Mike in connection with
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the documentary record and Strelsin’s suggestion to meeting. If
it were up to me I would have mailed Strelsin my first draft,
which I enclose, and would forget about it. I don’t think that
anything will come of it. If you remember, I have written to you
after the meeting with him that if he comes through with the
$5,000 he will probably be good for more. But the “if” in my
mind was considerable. It is Strelsin’s own saying: “It is never
noon before 12 o’clock.”

3) I don’t share your apprehensions yet as to David Shapiro.
The test will be after I write to him asking for specific documents.
It isn't certain that he just wants to finagel out money because
Alex didn’'t hear from him either You have to take into
consideration that he accumulates such a tremendous volume
of documents that he is snowed under, and it will be my task
to introduce some order and method in his own work. As I said,
the test will be after [ send him the first list of documents that I
need, and this will be very soon, probably in a week or so.

4) As to Nurenberger you may be right. It is also my
impression that he just doesn't know how to go about even to
begin writing the book. But I don’t think that he is a con man
and is only interested to get the money. On the contrary, I think
that his intentions are honorable, his enthusiasm is genuine,
but he discovered that he has nothing exceptional to tell. But
even in this I am not certain and he still may come up with
an interesting manuscript. As far as the continuation of the
financial arrangements are concerned, I am not sure that he is
very adamant about it. He probably called you when he was in
[srael in connection with the burial of his mother.

5) I tried to reach Benya Krygier but | was late by one day.
He had already left. I don't think it would have made much of
a difference. The truth or the matter is that I didn't quite get
the meaning of your reference to his contribution. Do you really
consider it realistic? It sounds almost too good to be true.

One of the reasons I didn't write you before was that on top
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of all my other ailments I discovered that I also have arthritis in
the hip bone in a rather advanced stage. It is a crippling disease
and quite a nuisance, not only because it makes it difficult and
painful to walk, but also because it disturbs me during the
night. There is probably very little one can do about it except
psychologically getting adjusted to it — as the cliché goes “to
live with it.” It doesn’'t seem so far that my working capacity is
diminished as a result of it. Anyhow it took up some time to
have the Xrays taken and to see a specialist, and this was also
the reason I had no chance to call up Asti.

Winona sends her warmest regards. She is working again,
receives a nice salary and is rather cheered by it — for good
reason.

Our fondest wishes for a creative New Year.

*
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[Letter incomplete]
March 2, 1972

Dear Hillel,

1) Going through my files I found a bundle of letters from Betty.
One of them drew my attention because it had a poem — on one
side. | read it and was impressed and moved that I felt I should
send it to you. The poem is great — with a sense of tragedy that
pervades the human condition. Even the latter is more of poetic
cadence than prose.

2) In connection with the research I am doing for our project
[ came across many things about which I should like to share
my impressions with you. But I'll do it on another occasion. For
the time being: I should like to inform you that there are the
first signs of breaking the conspiracy of silence and denigration
concerning our campaigns in the U.S. during the war. The most
remarkable is a book by a young professor Feingold, titled “The
Politics of Rescue.” In this book there is a chapter dealing with
the period from the Bermuda conference till the appointment
of the War Refugee Board and the work of that Board. This
chapter is predominantly a story of the “Bergson Group”. What is
remarkable about it, is the fact that it is written without malice,
without evil intentions; without trying to defend the Zionist
leadership and without attempting to belittle the impact of our
work. More than that, he even understood what it was all about
— explaining quite brilliantly the difference between our desire to
save the Jewish people without any ideological strings and the
Zionists who were more interested in dogma than in saving lives.
[ don't mean to say that it is a breakthrough. That it is a book
of comprehensive and analytical reporting of our efforts and
struggles. Nor was it meant to be. Nor could it be, since there is
not enough material available for the researcher. But it is a new
phenomenon in the sense that he writes objectively about us
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and even with a great deal of understanding and sympathy. The
reason for this is probably that though he is a German Jew (he
came to this country in 1938 when he was 7 years of age) he was
not and doesn’t seem to be involved in Jewish and Zionist affairs.
Anyhow, | ordered a copy of his book and shall air-mail it to you
(I cannot send you my copy because it has too many notations
in it, and I need it for my work). I hope you will have patience
to read through the whole book and not only the references to
us, because he has done a tremendous job of research and it is
in some respects breath-taking.

Another item for your information is the new 2-volume
English Encyclopedia of Israel and Zionism. There is none of the
virtues in this work that I enumerated in Feingold's book — it is
edited by Prof. Patai, a Zionist, financed and sponsored by the
Zionists, and what is more it is written — the individual entries
— by people — who were opposed to us tooth and nail. Yet there
is a modest entry about the “Bergson group” summarizing our
activities through the various organization formations, from
the American Friends till the Hebrew Committee, and though
it is extremely inadequate, it is nonetheless a sign of breaking
with the tradition of malice and of passing over in silence our
campaigns.

All this is by far not sensational yet, and it is very far from
being an explosion. If I'll finish my work it may prove to be a
bomb, perhaps not to explode immediately, but in time.

3) Nuerenberger is here and intends to remain here for about
a month. I am beginning to worry: it seems to me that he just
doesn’t know how to go about writing the book. This is not a
final conclusion, only an impression. I told him that he must
sit down in one place and work and not to go Israel and then
Europe and again to Israel, but to sit in one place, where he
can get material and work for several months on end. The best
place would be New York — because here I am available and
there is a lot of material and I even gave him a secretary — Helen
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Brown who is very good for this. He reacted very meekly and
apologetically and for the time being he is working from 10 AM
to 5 PM and this in itself is good. Anyhow this might give him
a chance. I told him that he cannot expect to write a book by a
miracle, only by hard work. Hard work is not a guarantee but a
precondition.

4) 1 am enclosing an abstract by Berman who tried to do
a paper in Israel and nothing came out of it. The Abstract is
written in Jargon and I don't care for it.

*

April 12, 1972

Dear Hillel,

It is for the first time in months that I feel relieved from physical
pain and various pressures. Though arthritis cannot be cured and
[ still limp, the pains in the hip and the knee subsided near to
a vanishing point. Till recently each step was a great effort and
often I had a sensation of caving in. The improvement seems to
be a result from a set of exercises that the physician prescribed
which I did and continue to do with strict regularity. As to the
other pressures they disappeared thanks to your generosity.
Last week at long last 1 got from Gerry the check for the first
transaction and it did take a load off my mind. In the last couple
of months, the noose became quite tight around my neck. Why it
took so long to get the check is a long and dull tale and it is not
worthwhile to tax your time and attention with it. [ presume you
received the check in the amount of $2,000 sent to you in Israel.

[ believe I told you that I became passionately absorbed in
the work on the Committee. There are several reasons for my
metamorphosis, but the main one is my discovery that due to
the new material in various libraries the presentation of our work
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can be done in dramatic form. I was always apprehensive that a
documentary story of our work will sound monotonous, in the
sense of “and we said”: “we declared”, “we have submitted a
memorandum”; “we have published an ad”; “we appeared before
a committee” etc. Though each item in itself is of great interest,
in their accumulation, however, it may sound like a catalogue.
Now however this danger doesn’t exist any longer. Because the
new material gives me a possibility to present our activities
in their true dynamic sequence and dimension of action and
reaction, of provocation and attempts to retaliate, of continuous
confrontation and clashes. (did you receive the book I airmailed
to you The Politics of Rescue? Even the chapters about us in
this book I found quite exciting, he knew about us only from
material he found in libraries and didn’'t see anything of our own
material, nor did he speak to us. I hope you too found the book
interesting and edifying).

It is a pity that David Shapiro is such a disappointment. |
relied upon him to an extent more than I am willing to admit. I
have written to him and I enclose a copy. I am not sure whether it
will help though I cannot conceive of the idea that such a young
man is dishonest. Perhaps when I will be in Israel I will be able
to salvage something out of his wreckage. What puzzles me is that
he is no longer interested to receive any money. Despite Hadani’'s
urgings, he did not show up to receive his monthly allocation.

In the meantime, I am trying to reach a certain working
agreement with a young man here. It isn't yet clear to me
whether it will work. Even in case it will work he will not be in a
position to get the Zionist material which Shapiro copied.

While being on this subject | must say that it is a small world.
Several young people are now working on master's and PhD
dissertations on one or another phase of our work. At Columbia
University, for instance, two men work separately — each on Ben
Hecht's activities in connection with us. A couple of weeks ago
another young man called me up and asked for an appointment.
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He is a young professor at NYU and he is working on a thesis on
the part American public opinion played in bringing about the
liberation of Palestine. The scope of his work is enormous. He
will be in Israel and I hope you will agree to see him. I was very
favorably impressed with him. But since | got the impression that
he intends to take up too much of my time that I cannot afford
to give him; I told him that I may not be his most important
source. | explained to him that all the political activities were
centered and carried out by you. Therefore, he should see you
when in Israel. I also told him about other people he should see,
and [ mentioned David Shapiro. When he heard this name he had
a startled look and he asked me: “How did you come to know
him?” and I saw that he is somewhat surprised and disturbed.
So I told him that he is working on a thesis, | believe, about the
Zionist Emergency Council and in his research he came across
material about us which impressed him, and he thus became
interested. And | asked this young professor of history whether
he knows him, too. He answered that he never met him and that
he doesn’t have to discover us since he knows each one of us
better than he does the Zionist leaders (from the material that
he already studied) and, therefore, he asked for access to the
archives of the Zionist Emergency Council. He was told that a
man by the name of David Shapiro has exclusive access to those
archives because he writes a thesis about them. That is why I
mentioned it — it is a small world.

For the first time in my life | am aware of the generation
gap. | thought that I know exactly what the young generation is
thinking or how thoughtless it is. For the last few months however
| came across young people, not only those who are intellectuals
and write theses about our period of activities, but also others
like members of Beitar, or students who do not belong to any
organization. Their inquisitiveness as to that period of the War
years is absolutely startling to me. They buy out in second-hand
book shops everything they can lay their hands on, even books
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or old magazines which don’t deal with our activities directly but
they believe they can find there some explanations for what we
have done and for the attitudes and behavior of our adversaries.

[ was so impressed with these few encounters I had with that
profound curiosity, both intellectual and emotional, that they
exhibited that I thought to myself if I were Rothschild I would
try to buy our old embassy on Massachusetts Avenue and would
establish there a center of learning for this specific purpose.

Nurenberger works for the first time quite hard and
concentrated. At long last he was impressed by my suggestion
to look up material at the State Department and Hyde Park, and
he became quite engrossed. So far he Xeroxed about 1,000 pages
of various documents (very few about us, though, because he
didn’t reach yet the phase of the Emergency Committee.) He
also works a lot on getting a publisher. Eli Wiesel seems to be
very cooperative — unless he fools him, which I doubt.

[ met Esther Margolis and we had a nice chat about her project
of scholarships of American students in Israel. Her presentation
is not the same as yours, but I understood that your version is,
so to speak, a development and crystallization of hers.

[ am enclosing a couple of clippings which you may find of
some interest.

[ hope that this letter reaches you in time and will not wander
around the continents as some of our previous missives.

Cordially

1

) Letter to Shapiro
2) Letter to Shapiro
)
)

3) Clipping about |[...]
4) Clipping about [...]
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IMA INSTITUTE FOR MEDITERRANEAN AFFAIRS
866 UNITED NAITONS PLAZA

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017

TEL: (212) 755-1610

April 20, 1972

Dear Hillel,

I should like to have your help on several secondary matters in
connection with my work on the documentary record — the more
important questions I will take up with you when I next see you.

1) It seems to me that you should write a memoir or a memo,
or whatever you call it, about the various efforts that were
made to deport you. I believe that this is one of the saddest
and most outrageous episodes of our experience here. I come
back to it time and again on various occasions, but I believe
that a definitive paper on your part would be both dramatically
interesting and edifying.

2) I am sending you a copy of Ambassador Steinhardt’'s cable
of June 2, 1944 In this cable Eri used a code which | was unable
to decipher. Perhaps you would remember the exact references
to the following:

a) | take it for granted that he refers to Joel Brand’'s mission.

b) Who is Ertagun?

¢) Who is Land?

d) Who is Max Bundorf?

According to your recollections, were there any other messages
from Eri through Steinhardt?

Feingold refers a couple of times to Eri’'s activities in Ankara.
In case you did not read the book, I am attaching two excerpts,
and I wonder whether you remember any details of these
activities and incidents.

3) There was a short film of the “Embassy.” It was run on
June 13, 1944 and seems to have been a success. I remember

225



nothing about it. Do you? I will try to check with Mike, Wilf and
Rifkin on it.

4) Our opponents have written and made statements, literally
by the score, asserting that with our terminology and ideology we
made a play for the support of the American Council of Judaism.
Some stories told about the negotiations between us and the
Council. I remember only vaguely a meeting we had with Sidney
Wallach and I also remember vaguely your contacts with Lessing
Rosenwald. Would you care to put down on paper or on tape (in
case Shapiro still exists) your recollections about it?

5) As you well know, the press made a terrific fuss about the
money we paid for the Embassy (563,500). I don’t remember who
actually paid for the building and who were the holders of the
official title deed. Who officially and factually put up the money?

6) When we registered as foreign agents in June, 1944, we
indicated in our official statement that our total assets were
$25,000-510,000 of which we received from the Free Palestine
Committee and $15,000 which we borrowed from the Palestine
Defense Fund. It may seem strange to you, but I have no
recollection about the Free Palestine Committee.

In our statement to the Department of Justice, we indicated
that the Free Palestine Committee never functioned publicly and
was dissolved upon the formulation of the Hebrew Committee
of National Liberation. Anyhow, what was the Free Palestine
Committee? What was its composition?

The press reports about our registration, especially those
written by the biased correspondents like Ann Cottrell and the
reporter of the Washington Post, indicated that we registered
with a delay of 18 days after expiration of the deadline set in the
regulations under the Registration Act. These inimitable stories
also implied that when we registered on June 16, 1944 we did
so in a hurry late in the afternoon, as if we were subjected to
certain special pressures. Ann Cottrell and a number of anti-
Jewish newspapers who copied the story insinuated that the
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delay and then the hurry were connected with the investigation
of your visa status and the danger of being deported. Do you
remember anything about the circumstances regarding the
registration? Why was there a delay?

Who was our legal counselor if any? Could it have been
Sharfson?

It seems that in the official statement we submitted to the
Justice Department we declared that we were not certain that
under the Registration Act of 1938 this applied to the Committee.
On the other hand, in our own press release we declared that
it is only logical that we registered as a foreign agent. | see in
this a certain inconsistency. Do you have an explanation of this
inconsistency — if there is one?

In the financial statement we submitted to the Justice
Department we declared that the Securities Exchange Commission
is considering our request to float a public loan to finance the
full activities of the Committee.

In my papers I do not find any correspondence between us
and the Securities Exchange Commission. I will try to locate it
but | wonder whether you have some recollections about it?

7) I am enclosing a copy of an article by Thelma Richman.
You probably remember her — she was active in the Jewish Army
Committee in Philadelphia. She was some kind of big shot among
the Zionists — and is still around. Her article, though vicious, is
quite interesting in several respects. The most important point
she makes is that the Hebrew Committee and its philosophy
were not a result of a whim of the moment or a spontaneous
enterprise. But from the very beginning we had in our “minds a
well defined conception of a freedom movement.” She says that
we drew up a “Declaration of Jewish Independence.” Of course I
will try somehow to locate this Declaration but I doubt whether I
will succeed. Do you have any recollection about it? She also says
that sometime in 1943 we circulated a memorandum containing
the plan and philosophy of the Hebrew Committee of National
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Liberation. I will endeavor to locate this memorandum also, but
[ wonder whether you have any knowledge of it. Of course she,
like all our opponents, were guilty of all of the contradictions
of the world and while she says on one hand that we were
consistent in the beginning, she asserts also that we came up
with a new plan and a new philosophy.

It is interesting that some of the most vicious and malicious
critics of our work were those who were once associated with us:
Van Paassen, Meir Grossman, Rena Grossman, Netanyahu. They
remind me of meshumadim and their disputations against the
Jews in the Middle Ages. It is disturbing and yet a fascinating
psychological phenomena.

8) Sol Bloom swore you in when you appeared to testify
before his Committee. Was it part of the persecution campaign?
Was it in order to make you liable to perjury? I am asking these
questions because all of the other witnesses were not sworn in.
Of course, Breckinridge Long testified in Executive Session. But
this was at his own request.

[ jotted down a plethora of questions, but I will come back to
them in the near future.

In connection with #1, it occurs to me that in case you have
the patience and should decide to do it, it would be worthwhile
to broaden the scope and include in it not only the persecution
in connection with your visa but also the other chapters on the
same theme, especially the one re your induction into the army.

Cordially
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September 7, 1972

Dear Hillel,

The tragedy at Munich plunged me in some kind of a daze. For
the third day that I [am| glued to the Radio and TV and find it
difficult to concentrate on my urgent matters. Yet I tried to take
care of certain matters and made several appointments. I'll see
Steinberg next Monday (he couldn’'t see me earlier) and I get
tentatively an agreement to start my class at the University later
in the semester. | should like to postpone it anyhow in order
to have some [time] to prepare myself and take care of other
matters.

Next week I'll see Finger and Ruth — with a heavy heart and
forebodings, because I am just not prepared to organize that
conference — either financially or otherwise. But I don't think I
shall be able to back out. I'll keep you posted.

[ saw Gould. It was a most cordial and pleasant encounter.
We hit it off in the best possible way — but I think he was so
charming because he likes you and respects you a great deal.
He explained to me, and I believed him, that he considers you a
friend and not a client. But on the other hand at the beginning
of the conversation he didn’t remember exactly what it was all
about and only after his assistant Ellenstein gave him a general
briefing he remembered and got into the gist of the matter. He
says that he made a personal inquiry with the higher-echelons of
the Internal Revenue people — he didn't specify exactly who (“I
have my own contacts and my own system of communications”)
— and asked them “what are they poking around at H. Kook”.
From what his contact told him he understood that they were
interested in checking the interest equalization tax, which for
some reason or another they are passionate about: it is a 15%
tax and applied retroactively. Of course, I am just conveying to
you what he said without understanding what it was. But he said
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that his evaluation — based upon a long career of experience —
is that there is nothing to worry about, that they either didn't
find anything, or even [if] they didn't finish the analysis, they
will probably never come back to it, and that the whole thing
was lost in the shuffle. The two “pipernooters” were assigned
to another case or cases. He wouldn't make any additional
inquiries, because he is convinced that the best policy is to leave
the thing alone.

[ am not sure whether you will become any the wiser after
this report, but that’s about all I got out from the conversation.
A day earlier Yampolsky had a long conversation with Ellenstein
and I understand that he told him the same thing, except the
fact that Gould inquired personally and got the information
about the interest equalization tax.

My ardent and best wishes for a satisfactory and creative New
Year.

Cordially
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September 19, 1972

Dear Hillel,

In case you didn't see it I am sending you the clipping about
Theo. It may be unkind on my part, but the obituary reflects the
man — a combination of truth and phoniness, with a sprinkle of
malice.

A statistical fact: of the original 7 who composed the Hebrew
Committee of National Liberation, only two are still around: you
and 1. The others — Eri, Irma, Arieh and Theo took leave, and
Delougaz disappeared. He is no longer in Chicago. Some years
ago he left for California where he was supposed to teach at the
Institute of Jewish Religion of the Hebrew Union College. But so
far I couldn’t locate him there either. I am still trying. I wonder
whether the fact that we are left last and alone has any special
meaning and whether it spells a commitment of any sort.

[ saw Steinberg and he agrees with Nakhum that I should
undergo an operation as soon as possible. But Dr. Brice is out of
the country and he will be back in his office only tomorrow. I have
an appointment with him the day after-tomorrow. I'll probably be
operated sometime next month. It will throw all my schedules
out of kilter, but there seems to be no other alternative.

Cordially

You may be interested to see the clipping about Riklis

*
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October 19, 1972

Dear Hillel,

[ was very moved by your telephone call and I appreciate greatly
your abiding concern. But as the Yiddish saying goes “seit mir
nokhnisht gesunt yir fort nokh nisht avek” — your call was by one
day ahead of time. I wasn't admitted yesterday because there
was no room available and I am going in there after writing to
you this letter. I didn’'t write earlier because under pressure of
a variety of chores and didn't know what to do first. Most of
the time was taken up by my negotiations with Yale and the
transfer of the material. I could write a book about it. Upon my
arrival from abroad I called Herman Kahn several times and he
didn't answer my call. I then called him home and found out
that his wife is very sick and couldn’t attend to anything. Then,
he called me about ten days or two weeks later telling me that
the whole thing is off, because Yale is bankrupt, because their
current budget is twice as big as their sure income. There would
be no use to tell you the arguments I gave him but strangely
— the latest, which I personally thought would not carry at all
convinced him. I said even if you have to cut your budget in
half, which you are not, you still can spend on these archives
about $5,000 which is about 50% what you intended in the first
place. He said he had in mind originally to spend only $7,000
and agreed that it should be reduced to $4,000. Which is OK
with me because we don’'t have so far even that much material
to copy. Then after the agreement in principle there were still all
kinds of difficulties and misunderstandings, including a meeting
in the office, when the elevator didn’t work and he climbed up
the seven floors and waited for me an hour and half, while [ was
waiting for him downstairs. The reason we missed each other
was that the appointment was at twelve and he came at 10.
Anyhow he sent a text of an agreement which I didn't like
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and changed and he signed it. Most of the material is already at
Xerox and it took me a lot of time to go through the files before
[ packed them off to be photocopied. Tremendous work — from a
physical point of view was involved.

2) The dinner was all-right, but not sensational. Finger didn't
come because he fell sick the day of the dinner. It was awkward
because | promised the people that Finger will preside. But the
group was interesting and the discussion was on a high level.
Shankman was there and was quite friendly, though he told me
that he will come because he likes Finger. Esther Margolis will
probably be helpful. Whether she was terribly impressed I have
no way of knowing. I don’'t think she was disappointed or bored.

3) The fact that you are working with Nadel is the best news
for a quarter of a century. Don’'t worry about his ignorance. What
is important is that you will tell the story and direct him to
substantiate it by documentation. I'll help him and have written
him to this effect. Another important thing is that he is both a
professional of the first order and at the same time passionately
involved in basic issues concerning the birth and the destiny of
the State of Israel. Believe that | was so glad when | received
your letter that I took a couple of drinks, though I usually don’t
drink anymore.

4) | am more than satisfied with your choice of Yoel to organize
the material and the Jabotinsky Museum. I like him personally
and he knows a great deal about archives of historic documents.
He was the first to organize in 1950, I believe, the archives of
the Irgun. Apart from everything else I consider him more honest
than anyone of that crowd. Actually, I am afraid that putting it
that way is unfair: he is honest without any comparison with
the others. Apart from everything else he needs a job. The fact
that he is failure while all his colleagues are allrightniks speaks
definitely in his favor.

5) I called Jack and gave him your message. He didn’t agree
to do it, and said that it is a matter of only a week delay to
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deposit the check. I didn't insist because I didn't understand
what it was all about.

6) He saw Gould for a fleeting couple of minutes, and he
wrote to you about it. Jack says that Gould told him that he
surmises that they were interested in transaction to which the
interest equalization tax applies. This is not what Gould told
me. He definitely said that he inquired — that he has his own
contacts and ways of communication — asking why they poke
around H. Kook and they told him that it was in connection with
the Interest equalization tax. Of course, I don't know whether the
whole thing — of interpretation is important — but this is how
Gould explained it to me.

7) David Shapiro is a problem and I begin to doubt whether
it will ever be solved. From the exchange of correspondence you
will see that even after the second agreement I made with him
during the last stay in Israel, not much was achieved. I didn't
hear from [him for] weeks and he didn't send the material |
specifically asked from him. He didn’t even show up to pick the
check from Hadani. From the text of the new agreement you will
see that he has no claims as to the past. My impression was
that he was glad I didn’t ask him to give me back the $300 I
gave in New York last year. He says he spent them already on
the apartment he [is] buying.

In your last letter (not-dated), which by the way contained
extremely interesting and penetrating observations, you
mentioned that I am mightily affected by [the] idea or [the]
phenomenon death and that I am frightened in connection with
the operation. I am not certain whether you are right. At least to
some extent you are definitely wrong. I don’t think of death (and
it is never a special preoccupation of mine) as something to be
feared, though I consider death an outrageous trick perpetrated
upon human beings, who were projected into life arbitrarily
without any consent of those primarily and directly concerned.
Not only I am not afraid of death but once in a while I even

240



think how wonderful it would be to go to sleep and never to
get up again, and thus to achieve at long last a surcease of all
the physical pains and disabilities as well as all the outrages
and frustrations and disappointments to the spirit and dignity
of the autonomous self. But these are of course fleeting and
rare reflections crossing my mind and [ consciously choose
life for many reasons. First of all I shudder to think of leaving
Winona alone. And she is alone. (Apart from the fact that I [am]
emotionally terribly attached to her.) But I also would like to
finish a few things I have started, from an immediate point of
view the story of the Committee. But also some other projects,
that if given time and lack of senility I may still achieve bringing
them to completion.

It's getting late and I have to pack for the hospital. I hope to
be able to write to you in a couple of weeks.

Cordially
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New York, December 15, 1972

Dear Hillel,

You are absolutely right: I didn't write because for the last several
weeks the rumors had it that you are about to arrive. It's a pity
you cannot make it at this time, but I'll be waiting patiently...

The operation was a nasty and degrading experience. The
shock and anesthesia didn't let go of the body for weeks. But
[ recovered — inasmuch as one generally recovers from major
surgery, especially when an organ, even minor, is cutout — quite
satisfactorily, probably somewhat ahead of schedule. I am back
to my full schedule of work and tensions and aggravations.
Objectively speaking I should be grateful that it's all over, and
the prostate nuisances are behind. I feel relieved but not grateful
— for what?

The hospital bills and the doctors’ fees amounted to about
7 thousand dollars. Fortunately Winona is insured and the two
insurance companies will probably take care of the quasi totality
of the bills. I'll probably have to pay between $500 and $1.000.
I hope there will be no greater complications and unpleasant
surprises (as far as the insurance coverage is concerned).

December 21. | stopped the letter because there was some
pressure on delivering the second part of the archives to Xerox
for Yale and I worked on the exasperating details about 12 hours
a day. Having to take care of all the details in everything I do
makes me almost want to cry and to have pity on myself. But it
seems all the work is done on this particular matter and there
will be no more demands upon me. | am glad it is over (if it is
over).

Nurenberger was here and took up a lot of my time and failed
to give me his manuscript. Why he was all the time and still is
reluctant to let me read it is beyond me, unless he is afraid I'll
steal some ideas from him, or is ashamed of his work — probably
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the latter. Put I don't share your pessimism. The fact that a man
wrote a heavy volume on our activities is an achievement and we
will find one way or another a publisher.

In the meantime, I received your second letter with the check.
I'll of course follow your instructions and send the indicated sums
to Nadel and Yoel. It is not clear to me why you are hesitant to
pay Yoel from the contribution we received from Rudi in Israel.
But I take it for granted that you have weighty reasons. | mention
this only because in this case Rudi's contribution would be used
for Yoel, I could perhaps use some of Krieger's contribution here.
Unless we are committed to repay Krieger a loan we owe him
from some time back.

[ am sorry your letter reflected a depressed mood. Of course,
[ should be the last person to preach optimism to anybody, yet
I don't think that, objectively speaking, you should feel low. In
fact, practically every field of activity is open to you — except
a daily Hebrew newspaper in Israel. With that single exception,
anything else could be manageable, if you were to crystallize
in your own mind what you would like to dedicate your life to.
But apart from causes, activities, campaigns there is also the
pleasant life and the good life, and the life of the spirit. This
last is especially important at the second half of one’s life. To
one degree or another all of these are available to you. Without
betraying a sense of envy I nonetheless feel like saying “alevay oif
mir ghezogt gevorn” — and [ don’'t mean only or even mainly from
a financial point of view. Though financial ease and economic
security are no matters to pooh pooh off either.

You are probably right that in order to be able better to
collect your thoughts and to crystallize some of them, a change
of scenery might prove helpful. Perhaps a thorough and in depth
exchange of views between us might contribute something to
that end.

[ gave your message to Kolitz and to the Feilers.

Mike is still bewildered and probably under shock. He is
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seeing people, once in a while a certain proposition seems
within grasp, but then proves to be a will-o’-the-wisp.

By the way, he sent out some kind of an interim report to a
number of the old-timers. He hopes that he will get some results
— that is, contributions. I think it is a waste of time and postage.

[ don’t share your pessimism as to Nadel and Yoel. They will
work out. Though you were right about Shapiro. I cannot figure
him out. I cannot understand why he wants payment without
quid pro quo. It is a strange phenomenon. I think I'll make a
final break with him.

But as far as Nadel is concerned he is too brilliant and too
involved to suspect that he will produce nothing. I have written
to him and should like also to draw your attention that all the
information that he needs and almost all the documents are
in the Answer Magazine, both in the Magazine format as well
[as] in the Tabloid format. The question is whether there is a
complete set of the two. If not. I'll airfreight them from here. It
would be better to Xerox them before mailing, but this would
be a considerable expense (Yale received a complete set of both
(original) and I have here additional sets of both the magazine
format and the tabloid and a Xerox copy of both.

In case we cannot afford a second Xerox copy I'll forward the
Xerox copies I have here and will keep the originals — excepts it
is difficult to work with the originals, because some of them fall
apart. [ hope that what I have just said in parenthesis is not too
confusing. Perhaps it would be clearer to say that, I had here
two original sets of the Answer both in the magazine and tabloid
format. One original set | forwarded to Yale and one I kept here.
Apart from that [ have also a Xerox of the sets — both magazine
and tabloid. For me it is easier to work from the Xerox than the
originals. Anyhow, in case the Jabotinsky Museum does not have
complete sets, which would surprise me, I'll air freight them from
here. In them Nadel will find everything. Like the Doctor who
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told an impotent patient to put it in the Gemara: “dort shteit
altzding”.

A colloquium? I don’t know. Probably there will be one in
March.

Both Winona and [ are tired of many things, particularly of
the most awful weather that I can remember ever plagued us on
this shore. Otherwise we are alright. She works hard on the job
and helps me out on several levels.

[ wish both of us — you and myself — a more satisfying New
Year.

*
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February 14, 1973

Dear Hillel,

Since I left the hospital I met with several disasters, one of
which was Nurenberger — that is his manuscript. The longer I
live the more I am surprised and at times even fascinated to see
how often | proved wrong in my estimates. | could have wagered
almost everything that regardless the contents, technically
speaking he will produce a readable book. Instead he produced
an incoherent, chaotic and an absolutely unreadable and
unpublishable manuscript. Yet it contained a lot of interesting
and good material — some of which wasn't yet treated by
anybody else, and this apart from our story. So I worked on it
very carefully and gave him an outline how to rewrite the book
completely. Not only to rewrite but to reorganize the book -
according to chapters and their sequence. He was melancholy
but not outraged and he promised to go back to Canada; to
postpone his departure for Israel and follow my advice. I told
him it will take 6 months. He said it will take only a couple of
weeks. He works on it, | believe, close to two months, and from
what I understand from my telephone conversations with him, he
did follow, at least to a great extend my outline. He says that
the retyping: alone will cost him more than a thousand dollar.
What will come out of it, [ don’t dare venturing an opinion any
longer. We shall see.

2) I just received you letter(s] dated 26 and 30 January. There
is something wrong with the postal service lately. The envelop
of your letter caries the Tel Aviv stamp of February 7 (more
than a week after you mailed it) and I received it today, which
means more than two weeks after you sent it. My letter to Nadel
seems to have fared even worse. | have written to him at the
beginning of January and he received it at the end of the month.
The reason that he received the check separately was that it
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was sent from Shankman'’s office and I didn’'t want to tie up the
two. I'll explain it to him when [ write to him again. I'll try to
convince him that he should take the assignment seriously, but
[ am already doubtful about everything in this field. (By the way
— | have written to him at least twice, perhaps three times.)

3) As to Yoel, I have sent him not $500 but a thousand dollars
and shall send him another 500 at the beginning of the months.
This will make a total of $1,500. So far. It is difficult for me to
judge from here how he is working at the Jabotinsky Institute. I
have sent him an outline of the system that I used organizing
the material here. I don’'t think it should take him another year
— even if he adopts my system in toto. But it takes time: six
months should suffice. Of course it all depends: at Yale a staff
of several people are working now on our archives — to do it
their own way.

The idea to publish sets of documents is a good one. But I
have at least two reservations. One that this maybe a duplication
of what I am doing, because about 50% of the text of my
volumes will be compilation of documents and the other 50%
analytical narrative. My second reservation is that he may get
involved (and fascinated) in this compilation at the expense of
organizing the archives. It seems to me that the last task should
have our priorities. Apart from that it is a matter of finances
he speaks of publishing it in Hebrew which means translating it
(Ratosh seems to be willing to undertake the translation) which
is probably an expensive enterprise, not to speak of the printing
and publishing. But we shouldn’'t discard it altogether and I
should like to give it some more thought.

(I changed the ribbon in your honor but there isn't much
difference)

4) Thank you for your willingness to transfer the pension to
me, | have nothing against talking to the people of the Knesset,
but they will probably refuse to agree to any official arrangements
whereby you will renounce your pension and instead adding it
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to mine. But you may try. I don't think there is a danger that
they will cancel it altogether. Perhaps an arrangement can be
made to send it, direct from the treasury to my bank account in
Ramat Gan. But I cannot think of a satisfactory formula. Maybe,
Tamir should give it some additional thought. By the way the
thing was achieved by concentrated and almost desperate efforts
on the part of Natan. He needs the money so much and so
urgently that he talked practically to everyone on the Knesset
Committee. My part in it was a letter —to [... ... | of the Knesset
— very strong and very dignified, pointing out the absurdity of
excluding “davke” the members of the First Knesset. By the way,
on occasion I may tell you my suspicion that this discrimination
was a result of intervention on the part of our former friends and
colleagues.

While T am, of course glad that it came through, from a
practical point of view it is next to nothing. Tamir probably told
you that only about 380 pounds are involved, without any side
benefits whatsoever. The whole thing is terribly ungenerous and
petty. But it will nonetheless cover my rent in Israel, which is
already — with the taxes more than 200 pounds and accumulate
enough for our yearly stay in Israel for a month or several weeks.
In Yiddish we say: “gut fun a khazir a hor” — I hope you are not
shocked by my lack of reverence.

5) The Second Colloquium of the Institute will take place on
the 13-14th of April in New York. We aim high — that is to Rogers
as the main speaker at a dinner Saturday night (the 14th). Finger
says there is a chance he will agree. I run skeptical. I hope that
important people will participate — unless some disaster will
happen in the meantime. The theme will be The New Global
Strategy of the U.S. and its effects in the M.E. It will cost
about $3,000 and I have no idea where I'll get it. Should this
conference go off well, the Institute will have a new lease on life
for a couple of years without worrying too much about its status
and activities.
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6) In case you didn't see yet Nathan, I should like to advise
you not to get excited nor annoyed — “nem zjkh nisht tzum hartz”.
He honestly sees things in a distorted light and there is little
if anything one can do about it. It is in the nature of men in
general and in the nature of people connected with the Hebrew
renaissance. The only remedy is to tell our story. If we succeed
to produce our story good and well. If not, we will have nobody
else to blame but ourselves.

7) 1 read with interest your letter to Shankman (you enclosed
a copy). Your analysis of the situation in Israel is perfect. It fits
in perfectly with my own ideas which I am putting together in
the forthcoming conference. I wonder whether you could indicate
some thoughts as to tentative initiatives both on the part of
Nixon as well as Israel.

As to the economic situation in the US — though I am not
much of an expert in this field, but it seems to me that America
is in for trouble for some time to come. The devaluation will have
only a short range effect — if at all — perhaps for 10 months or a
year. The trouble is that American goods are too expensive and
in many instances too shoddy or inferior to compete in foreign
markets. America is terribly demoralized, the workers don’t want to
work, and the business people are not interested in production —
only in advertisement, commercials: on the principle to browbeat
to consumer to pay for nothing. Even Nixon, who is a giant and a
wizard in many respect doesn't seem to grasp what is wrong and
| doubt whether he will develop fast enough a policy which will
put America back on the right economic track. On the other hand,
maybe I don't even know [what] I am talking about — there are
experts who predict the brightest economic future for America and
an unprecedented boom on the stock-market. For the time being
the Market goes down, I believe, every day.

8) I sent you air-mail my book on Bourguiba in French.

9) You didn't tell where to send an acknowledgement of
Krieger's contribution. I don’t have his address in Israel.
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10) I am waiting impatiently to your forthcoming visit. Perhaps
you will drop me [a] line telling me more precisely what your
schedule is.

Give my fondest regards to Asti and Becky.

Cordially

June 19, 1973

Dear Hillel,

You probably know the joke about the husband who learned —
from rumors — that a friend of his is flirting with his wife; so
he decided he will have a frank discussion with him about the
situation. And the husband says to his friend: Jacob, the rumor
has it that you are after my wife, why should we be tragic about
it when we can settle amicably — what are you ready to give me
for her? And the friend answers: “gornisht”. Then the husband
stretches out his hand enthusiastically: “ghemacht!” — It is a
deal. For the last couple of weeks I tried to sell the Institute
for nothing and so far there was no buyer. Shankman spoke
to Herman, President of the Hebrew University, gave him the
Charter, answered all kinds of question|s] and he (Herman) left
for Israel saying that he will think it over. They may be interested
in it “as a vehicle”. I don't think it holds any prospect. Finger
spoke to Pope Brewer (the former correspondent of the New York
Times) who was at the colloquium, was impressed and wrote to
Finger whether he could find a niche with us, or something to
that effect. His wife is a socialite and “kochleffel” and Brewer
himself has terrific contacts. So I told Finger to ask him whether
he wouldn't like to take over the Institute as Executive Director
since I am terribly busy with other commitments. Brewer is very
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much interested, but “is not enthusiastic to raise funds”. In the
meantime he left for Malta and Turkey and sometime in August
will get in touch with Finger about having another discussion.
Today I tried somebody else — and nothing exciting: Interest yes,
but no fund-raising. In Paris I have an appointment with Prof.
Gottlieb.

Rosenblatt sent $2,000 and is quite vague about any future
installments. He is too obsessed with getting Nixon impeached
to be able to pay attention to anything else, especially since he
knows my opinion about the witch-hunt.

[ received some documents from the British archives. A
couple of them are to me at least, of tremendous interest.
Halifax, for instance, informed Eden that he[?] personally made
efforts to deport you or to draft you. If it were not black on
white | wouldn't believe it — that is, | wouldn’'t believe that he
brags about it so brazenly. I am enclosing this and some other
documents. | wonder whether Ganin looked up the documents |
asked him to — I gave him S100 and promised him to give him
more money when he brings me the documents from London.
(Did you see him in Israel?)

[ am also sending you a few copies of Begin's letter

[ believe you once asked me for copy of Montor's letter, which
I enclose, as well as a copy of Wise’s letter to Ickes (you write
about a letter from Wise to Berle, but I am not sure what you
have in mind).

[ don’t have the clipping from the Washington Post from
November 1942 (If I am not mistaken Nurenberger has it — but
[ am not sure, and I'll try to obtain it), but I am sending you
Sen. Johnson's speech in which he referred to it (It seems to
me that you have written the speech or drafted parts of it —
you will probably recognize your phrases if, I am right it is an
interesting document — apart from everything else — also because
it expressed your reaction to that news-item at the time you
have read it.
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The letters from Frankfurter and Stone I don’'t have here. If
they exist at all they are at the Jabotinsky Museum.
[ am leaving for Paris Sunday June 24 for 4 weeks. Around the
20th of July I'll come to Israel — if nothing unforeseen happens.
My address in Paris:
“Les Hortensis”
4, Rue Jules Chaplain
Paris 6, France.
What is your schedule for the summer? Your decision to take
an apartment in Jerusalem is interesting, though the specific
purpose of your move is obscure to me. When [I'll see, I'll
probably understand better what you have in mind.
Enclosed is a latter to David Shapiro. It speaks for itself and
[ am confident you will understand what [ have in mind and I
believe it is in line with what we have discussed in NY (Though
it may be similar to Wisle’s understanding of Jabo's instructions
concerning the Jewish Agency).
[ mailed Yoel $250 and have asked Hadani to give him IL
2,000 from the money he was supposed to give me, I hope it’s
OK. Please write.

Cordially
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September 25, 73

Dear Hillel,

It's a month since I am back and you are certainly entitled to get
a report from me. However, it is not easy to give it to you. I try
to think hard how to bring some order into my life — at this late
stage of the game. Whether I'll succeed is problematic.

Current matters

1) Rosenblatt. I called him upon my arrival but he was busy and
came up to NY to see me about two weeks ago. He complained
about his tax situation, asserting that it doesn’'t work out the way he
hoped when he spoke to you in NY when you were here last. But he
will try to come through with seven before the end of the year and the
balance will follow next year. Later he mailed me a check of $3,000
which makes a total of six. He was eager and glad to get yours.

2) I enclose copies of letters from and to Alex Raffaeli. Why
these things annoy me more than they should I don't know, but
this is how it is.

[ mailed Yoel a personal check of mine in the amount of 1,500
pounds and asked him to stop working immediately.

3) I didn't hear from Nurenberger. I need the documents badly
and [ just don't know what to do about it. Could you talk to him?

4) 1 didn't hear from Rudi and didn't receive his documents
either. I may write to him again.

5) Ganin: he took $300 and copied in London documents of
interest to him — in the hundreds — about the Zionists, the British
policy in Palestine and towards the Holocaust, but very little for
us. The documents that he copied, not directly about us, he keeps
and is vague whether he will transfer them [to] us, after he will
be through with them. I'll see him next month in NY. But the few
documents concerning us directly that he did copy — and they
all date from 1945 — are quite interesting and [ am enclosing
them. Some or the information I find sensational. Anyhow for
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my work. If you remember we published a booklet with all your
correspondence with the British about the “rescue of the Hebrew
People, which communications merited neither consideration nor
a reply.” In handling this material (the letters contained in our
brochure) I found it difficult to explain how come the British who
are usually so correct didn’'t acknowledge any of your letters. Now
the answer is simple: “We have made it a rule not to communicate
with these gangsters.” And as you will see from the documents
they ordered all the consulates in the U.S. not to answer our
communication either; but only to gather information about us
and forward the information to Washington.

The close cooperation between the State Dept, and the Foreign
office, especially of a conspiratorial character, I find fantastic.
Loy Henderson’s Memorandum and the correspondence between
Stettinius, Wallace Murray and Steinhard, are quite revealing.

6) 1 work hard — about 12 hours a day — on the History and
[ hope that | make some progress, we will see in a few months.

Regards to the girls.

If you have patience write about your reactions to what is
going on in Israel.

Cordially

February 21, 1974

Dear Hillel,

In certain respects, it is (and I hope that it is over) a long winter
of discontent. Winona, after all that she went through, got a
nasty flu of which she is only recovering now. I, myself, got a
slight taste of it.

[ hope that by now you see, as I do, “hitpotzetzut.” I have
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no other word to analyze the situation there. I cannot see how
the leaders of Mapai can avoid a disintegration and a split of
the “Ma’arakh”. This of course offers a wide range of possibilities
— both of a metamorphosis of familiar faces as well as the
emergence of new faces. The combination is not necessarily
devoid of interesting possibilities. I am sure that you are aware
of these possibilities and will try to act accordingly.

2) Did you ever hear from Gold and his cohorts? (I am
enclosing two copies of your missive as well as some notes that
you dictated but did not use.)

3) To my great surprise, | did not hear from Sidney Zion. That is,
[ did hear from him twice, but on other matters. Once he wanted
on the phone for me to give him facts and figures about the oil
crisis for an article that he is writing. | have no patience and told
him that I cannot do it on the phone. Second, he called up to make
an appointment with Rosenblatt, with whom he had dinner last
Saturday. On this occasion, he mentioned somewhat embarrassingly
that he is busy clearing up some matters before he will go to Israel.

4) 1 airmailed Yale catalogues to Rudi Hecht and Hadani. I
wonder whether you could mail a catalogue to Ben-Ari or Yoel
for the Jabotinsky Institute and two to David Shapiro — one
for the Hebrew University Library and one for the Institute of
Contemporary Jewry. I hope it is not too much of a bother. If it
is, I will do it from here.

5) Did you by any chance see Nurenberger? It is worthwhile to
give him a ring and to ask him about the status of his manuscript as
well as sending me the documents. By withholding them, he is doing
me a tremendous disservice. If ever there was an ingrate, it is he.

How are Asti and Becky? Give them my fondest regards.

Cordially

P. S. I am enclosing some mail that was forwarded to me as well
as a NY Times clipping about Neiman.
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April 9, 74

Dear Hillel,

In these days, weeks and months of maddening confusion and
irrationalities, your remarks as published last week by Doron
Rosenblum are of some inspiration to me. I enjoyed them greatly
and I hope many people read the article and that at least some
understood it. Actually, of the whole series of the long articles
that was the only one sparkling with fresh thoughts and was like
a ray of light on a darkened plane. The rest of what he had to say
was mostly rubbish, esp. his last (the third) article. Yet, 1 guess
these articles were a contribution to those who are bedeviled
and yet would like to understand what happened. The protesters
— all of them, except those in Mapai itself — are a confused and
sorry lot. No wonder you were disappointed in Motti Ashkenazi.
They all, each from his own angle and in his own style, advance
the wrong arguments, though the demand for the resignation
of the leadership is just and sensible. There is scarcely half a
year since the Yom Kippur disaster and already the original
cause of the protest is almost forgotten, and they speak about
an endless variety of things, each of which may have merit in
itself, but have little if any relevance to what really happened. Of
course, it is bad that there is a shocking gap between the rich
and the poor; that the Israelis are motivated by vulgar material
strivings; that there is no compassion among the Israelis for one
another; that the erstwhile idealism is gone; that the leadership
is entrenched and clings desperately to the seats of power; that
there are no election reform and many other reforms. But these
and many more grievances and criticisms have at best only a
tangential bearing upon the real cause of the crisis. But all the
protesters try to escape their own guilt by pointing a finger on
somebody else, instead of trying courageously to reevaluate their
own attitudes, prejudices, superstitions, false assumptions and
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plain absurdities. But this seems to be stronger than people are
capable of doing. People often prefer to be regarded as cheats
and crooks rather than stupid. But there is just no escape: a
change of the personae dramatis, or a change of the electoral
system, or a change of the Army’s high-command, though each
is important and might prove helpful, yet in their totality — even
if achieved — will mean very little as to the basic and profound
crisis of Israel. Your remarks, I was pleased to see, were in this
spirit. Anyhow, this is how I understood them.

This does not mean that certain people don’t understand
what happened and they express it with force and eloquence —
among them are Talmon, Peled and a few others especially the
rebels in Mapai. But they don't represent yet the general mood
and attitude of the masses of protesters. After all they were lucid
and farsighted before the war in October. They don’t have to hide
or confess. That's why today they are also so convincing.

The report of the Agranat Commission though interesting
and even revealing, is nonetheless a scandalous attempt at
whitewashing the leaders of the establishment. It surely didn't
put an end to the ferment and agitation, but on the contrary it
will lead to further tremors in Israel's body politic. One thing
is clear to me, though I may be proved wrong, that the present
combination of Golda-Dayan-Raphael et al. will not prevail.
There will be either a new Government under Rabin, or there
will be new elections sometimes in the fall, that is, if there are
no serious international complications, and Kissinger proceeds
with his plan.

[ was glad to read about your meeting with Talmon. Did you
see him again? Your idea about a proclamation is very good and
[ hope you will get him to agree to draft something that you and
he can agree upon. If properly organized and carried out it can
become a historic event. Even if Talmon does not come through,
you shouldn’t, to my mind, give up the idea and pursue it with
others.
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2) How is Sidney Zion working out? I spoke to him a couple
of time[s] before he left and | hope that you work with him in
a concentrated way and that he is making some progress. (I am
enclosing the paper I made him sign and the receipt he made
out for Shankman.)

3) Nurenberger showed up but it is not clear to me what he
is up to. I'll see him tomorrow again.

4) | believe that Yoel should finish the work on our archives
in Tel Aviv and not Aaron Berman. Yoel will be able to do it in
a couple of months, I hope, and if we will be in a position to
finance it, he will probably finish it in a few months — perhaps 4
or 5. If you have a different opinion, please let me know.

[ talked to Herman Kahn at Yale. The micro-film should be 45
m’'m and they cannot be in cassettes, only on rolls.

It is wonderful that your health is excellent. After an awful winter
we too — Winona and | — begin to feel much better, though the
weather here is still capricious and changes abruptly.

[ work and I hope and I make considerable progress.

Cordially
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June 13, 1974

Dear Hillel,

Thanks for your two letters of March 24 and June 4. [ am sorry
[ didn't receive your first letter when it arrived here — it's a very
interesting missive. We are leaving a week from today — June
20th — if unforeseen developments will not intervene in the
meantime. My address in Paris:

Villa Les Camelias

4, Rue Jules Chaplain

75006 Paris, France

Tel.: 326-94-92

We will be there for 4 weeks and | hope to leave for Israel
around July 20th.

2) Mike had a series of heart attacks and is in serious
condition in the hospital. He will remain there under observation
for 3 weeks, that is if his condition does not take an abrupt turn
for the worse. I visit him daily and his mood deteriorates.

3) I didn't hear yet from the potential tenant. This probably
means nothing will come out of it. But don't worry about the
lease, T don’t think there is a problem. We have a very good
close clause of subletting it — and it will not be difficult to get a
tenant. It is only difficult to get somebody to share it.

4) 1 don't think that Sidney has a book. The 25 pages I read
don’t mean anything to me except that he is terribly impressed
by Ben Hecht and tries to write like him. I don’t care very much
for any kind of imitation especially since Hecht's style was
interesting only because he was a genius. Without genius it is
just vulgar. Having said this I must admit that for all 1 know I
may be completely wrong and that if he really continues and
brings out 300 pages it will become a good seller. Winona, for
instances, thought that it was well written and it is interesting.

5) I am sending you a chapter of my MSS. My own attitude
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fluctuates from enthusiasm to nagging skepticism with the needle
probably resting somewhere in between. This is somewhat of a
new experience to me because I cannot remember ever been
enthusiastic about my writing, nor was I ever despondent about
it. This time I just don’'t have an objective feel about it. If you
have patience, please read it but if possible do it systematically,
that is, read it carefully without skipping and in the sequence it
is written. This would be desirable, because the most difficult
problem [ grappled with was to work out a structural method
which would enable me to tell our story not in a monotone,
or conveying it in one dimension: we did this and that; we had
a conference; we were instrumental in introducing a Resolution
in Congress; we published an ad etc. Instead I try to tell the
story not in the first person and not even in the third person,
but through the prism of the effects of our actions. The chapter
[ am sending you is fundamentally the story of an ad. What
bothers me is that I am not always sure that | succeed. Anyhow
[ hope this chapter will convey my idea of the structural method.
Perhaps the other chapters will be more successful — but the
method I apply in all of them is about the same.

[ shall show it around to a few people and I'll try to get
reactions.

[ hope that in case you read it you will be frank in conveying
to me your reaction.

About all other matters we will talk when we meet.

Asti called and we had a short chat. She is leaving as you
know next week, unless in the meantime she changed her mind.

Cordially
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16 April 1974

Dear Hillel,

[ am always extremely curious to know what is going on in
your mind at a particular time in history — and now the time
is surely extraordinary. Did you crystallize anything at all how
you could influence and affect to some extent the tremendous
historic processes taking place these days and months. If you
have patience write a few lines. Are you as pessimistic as you
were when you wrote the last two letters?

My own analysis you know — there is an internal explosion,
but so far nothing sensible crystallized yet. So far everything is
still chaotic, mainly because practically everyone in Israel was
guilty and people are terribly averse to admit it, hence they point
accusing fingers at others instead of to themselves. Actually it is
not a matter of guilt of people, but of guilt of ideas, attitudes,
philosophy, policy. There are few signs so far to indicate that
there is a serious re-evaluation of these ideas, thoughts,
attitudes, philosophy, policy — in the spirit of the things you have
told Doron Rosenblum. As long as this is not taking place the
situation will remain extremely precarious. People wonder why
the Agranat commission refused to indicate any responsibility or
guilt in the direction of Dayan and Golda. To me it is quite clear:
as long as they point the accusing finger to the generals the issue
is a technical — if Yadin or Laskov, and they were the dominant
members of the commission and the civilians were guided
by them, would have been in the place of Elazar and Danon,
everything would have been different, professionally they would
have proven superior — so they reasoned and probably argued.
But the moment they shift from the technical-professional to
the political level, philosophically they are in trouble. Because a
man like Yadin not only shared the same attitudes and ideas as
Dayan and Golda, but he was much worse: his intellectual and
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philosophical outlook was more or less the same as that of Muki
Katz. Hence to point an accusing finger at Dayan is at the same
time to point it against oneself — and this demands intellectual
honesty which these people don't possess.

Yet there will emerge some kind of a new leadership, as | have
written to you some time ago, within the Mapai itself — probably
under the leadership of Rabin, Oref, Eliav and others. Of course,
this is not the best that we need at this juncture, but it is probably
the best available under the circumstances. Rabin would be quite
good if he were not an intellectual coward — but it seems one
cannot help it, this is how it is. My tentative prognosis is that the
Ma'arakh will split up, then realign, then go to election and win
the greatest victory in history. Likud, if it does not split up and
realign will suffer the greatest defeat since Herut's defeat, | believe,
in the Second Knesset — or whenever it was. Of course from now
till election time — probably in October — many things may yet
happen. The Arabs will continue to exert relentless pressure and
Israel has chosen to be the anvil to the Arabs’ hammer for no
good obijective reason at all. The cardinal question is, however,
how to influence the metamorphosis of Mapai, so that its new
shape has also a new essence. You could play a part in it.

[ am enclosing a list of Propaganda literature and bibliography
that | prepared for Yoel — | don't know exactly what he needs it
for, but since I consider him a serious person I worked on it.
[ am sending it to you mainly to give it to Sidney perhaps he
would be interested, though | doubt it. By the way how is he
working out? Does he work hard and responsibly. Do you give
him enough time and attention?

I could have worked more on that list, but I had no more
patience nor time, so it came out the way it did, and it is
probably good enough for whatever purpose.

How is Becky. Give her my fondest regards.

Cordially
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June 23, 1979

Dear Hillel,

[ read your letter (twice) of June 17 both with sadness and
fascination; almost every word there echoed my own mood,
feelings, analysis and near despair. It seems that the majority
— probably a vast majority — of the “Yishuv” follow with a blind
and angry fatalism (though usually the two — anger and fatalism
— don't go together) their leadership (whoever that maybe) [on] a
road of self-destruction. The Talmud says somewhere (I probably
quoted it to you before) that the Hebrews succeeded to mess up
their affairs to such an irredeemable extent, that even God was in
no position to save them. Their destruction was inextricably built
in their very mode of existence, which didn't permit a solution
any longer. I don’'t mean to say that this was exactly the situation
then or now, but as an individual I feel not only despondent and
frustrated but also totally hopeless of even theoretically to offer
a solution, or a remedy. Not because there are no solutions —
they are almost ready made, and though difficult and risky, are
nonetheless practical. But there is nobody to talk to. Nobody
is even capable of listening, let alone to understand, because
all the basic premises and assumption upon which Israel is
built and acts, are false, lies, illusions, “einreddenish” and sheer
madness.

Perhaps my mood is so bleak due to my rapidly deteriorating
physical condition, about which I'll tell you a little later in this
missive.

You heard from Riebenfeld that I am working on the “History”
and you remark somewhat sarcastically, that this is a strange way
of learning about what I am doing. You are right, and probably I
should keep you informed of what I am doing and the progress
[ am making — if any. But it is not easy. | am working on this
Story since 1960: Almost 20 years. Of course with considerable
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interruptions — in some cases these lasted years. But they were
not total interruptions — I don’t think there was a single week
that it was out of my mind and that I ignored it completely. I
accumulated thousands upon thousands of pages of MSS and
documentation, and yet I am still working on it, though I am
aware that [ have not much time left — literally. But I encountered
almost insuperable difficulties, inhibitions, doubts — first of all
of a psychological nature, which there is no need to touch upon
them here, if at all. But there were also difficult problems of
historical accuracy (in as much as history can be accurate) and
methodology. I'll touch upon three:

1) Identity. Who were we? Revisionists? We know - but
in as much as we are mentioned at all in Jewish and Zionist
historiography we are invariably identified as Revisionists. The
fascinating thing is that even the young students — brilliant,
and friendly — whom I gave many days, and sometimes weeks,
helping them both with material, as well as orientation and
analysis, explaining that not only were we not Revisionist, but
the Revisionists as a party, were the most extreme among our
opponents and vilifiers, showing them the documents of attack
and character assassination — when 1 receive their finished
product we are in one way or another identified as Revisionist,
a group, a front, or being sponsored by the Revisionists. But this
is not a problem that really posed for me a serious difficulty,
a much more serious difficulty, was in another label, for which
we ourselves were responsible. And this is our identification
with the Irgun. For years I have written that we were emissaries
of the Irgun, that we acted as such, and whatever we did was
in that capacity — emissaries of the Irgun. But I felt cramped,
uncomfortable and bothered by this identification — for the
simple reason that it was true only in a very restricted sense, at
a certain period, but mostly it was false. Our motivations, our
driving force, our activities, even our ideas, or perhaps mainly
our ideas, were not as representatives of the Irgun, an absurdity
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in itself because there was no Irgun from our arrival in spring
1940 to the States till Ben Eliezer's return to Palestine late in
1943. How can one be emissaries of an organization that was
really non-existent. I thought, well, whatever the situation in
Palestine we were the Irgun. This was true yet it was also an
artificial position: Irgun was a military organization, and here we
did not plan any military operations. (The campaign for a Jewish
Army is something else altogether.) And then early in 1944 when
the Irgun was reorganized, we were not much its emissaries,
except in a formal clandestine way. We didn't follow Menachem'’s
orders — there were none for a long time, and they (rather he,
because only he counted) wasn't very happy from what we were
doing and saying. Anyhow communications were established very
late, and then they were based on deception (on Begin’'s part)
on broken promises, on controversies about Hebrews and Jews,
about proclaiming a Provisional Government (part in exile part
underground in Palestine) and above the perpetual reproaches,
pressures and assertions that the main raison d’'étre of our group
— and its main purpose — in the US was to send money. And
the endless attempts to undercut our prestige and authority
by sending those “direct emissaries from Palestine” to act on
their own, not under our or your control, but independently and
surreptitiously behind our backs. Sometimes they pretended that
some of these emissaries will be under your command — but
this was sheer hypocrisy, because they received — as a main
instruction — to act deceptively. This is what they did — obeying
the instructions of the “Mefaked”.

So, if we were not emissaries of the Irgun, and if we were not
and could not be the Irgun, and if the contacts — when they were
established (with Begin) — were mainly of dissension, controversy
and deceit — what were we? You will never believe me that for
years | was wracking my brain to find a definition, and only a few
months ago (I believe it was in January) that it suddenly occurred
to me that we were the “Bergson Group” and the story to be told
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should be about that group — tout court. This, however, should
not shock you, nor should you misunderstand me. Of course |
was aware all the time that we were the Bergson Group, but I
didn’t think this to be the formal theme. I stuck to the formal
presumption, assumption that we were the political arm of the
Irgun, in concrete terms, and the spokesmen or champion of
certain ideas, like the Jewish Army, to save the Jews of Europe, and
the liberation of Palestine — all this somehow flowing from the
source which was the Irgun of the pre-World War II years. That's
why we didn't call ourselves the Bergson Group — the definition
was coined and introduced in the vocabulary of the times by
our enemies; only occasionally did some of our American friends
refer to themselves as supporters of the Bergson Group, but
they also referred to themselves — on occasion — as belonging
to the Ben Hecht Group. By background, tradition, inertia and
also for some solid and valid reasons we considered ourselves
an outpost of the Irgun, or “a cut-off battalion”. The bickerings
with Begin, Muki Katz, Lipshitz, Meridor, Dviri & all the others
we considered as aberrations, but we did not secede, we did
not proclaim ourselves as an independent group with its own
personality, ideology and leadership.

To call the books I am writing The Story of the Bergson Group
(with a suitable sub-title which I tentatively have jotted down)
is both to sanction, historically, a name applied to us by our
enemies. It is also somewhat awkward in several other respects,
not the least of which is that some survivors (Mike, Raffaeli) will
in all probability resent it. The few scores of people who worked
with us, and who are still alive, especially in the later phases of
the American League for a Free Palestine, will be disenchanted,
because they were sure that they worked for the Irgun, and that
the group vicariously belonged to it. It is robbing them of the
glory they experienced — of having a share in the adventures of
the Irgun — the underground, the resistance, those who liberated
Palestine and brought about the creation of the State of Israel.

286



Yet, to me the “revelation” that we were The Bergson Group
was not only a moment of awakening, but also of liberation:
suddenly I felt free from the shackles with which I labored for
years in writing the MSS. Because by abandoning the basic
premise, that we were emissaries but acted to a decisive degree
on our own, the various elements of the story fall in their proper
place — including our relations with the Irgun. Everything can be
presented with less inhibition and with greater approximation
to historical truth. Freed from many previous restraints one can
speak a more candid language in presenting the events, the
trends, the evolution of our ideas and the analysis becomes
more plausible and often more dramatic. Even the self-imposed
restraints can be explained and are fascinating by themselves.
But as I just mentioned, the main thing is that the change of
the main premise of our identity enables me to present a picture
which historically approximates better the realities of the time.
And precisely because it is more faithful to the truth it will
probably come out more interesting and more convincing.

It is also more in accord with my “Hegelian” dialectical view of
history, in this case the history of Zionism and the establishment
of the State of Israel: each consecutive phase, was, at least to a
significant degree, in conflict with the one that preceded it.

Also the narrative of the conflict with the Zionists and other
Jewish organizations is easier to tell and analyze if one states the
basis of our work as that of an independent group, though, of
course not totally. There is no such a thing as total independence
on any level of human existence. In such a “new” framework or
perspective, it is also easier to evaluate Begin, his past and his
present.

A second problem came up time and again which I didn’t
think or even know about thoroughly, was the fact that we were
deprived of any direct information of what went on in Europe. We
knew what was printed in the newspapers. But what was printed
in the newspapers were usually old — or rather delayed — stories.

287



The Zionists, the JOINT, and other Jewish organizations were in
possession of a tremendous and continuous flow of information
from about the Spring of 1942 (not 1943) and consecutively they
kept on receiving fragmentary but quite precise information of
what went on in Germany, in Nazi occupied Europe, on the
Eastern front, in the satellite countries, in the concentration-
and death-camps, about the deportations and the conditions
under which the Jews were deported, the atrocities — and what
is more, the possibilities of rescue on the spot, in Rumania,
Bulgaria, Slovakia, Hungary and elsewhere. But the Zionist and
the leadership of other Jewish organizations usually withheld
the information, or passed it on with considerable delay to the
Governments of Great Britain, the US (or the Vatican and Red
Cross) who in turn kept the information for a long time until some
of it was published often in a distorted form, with the intention
not to arouse public opinion, but on the contrary to torpedo
any possibility of rescue. We were isolated and whatever we did
was based on belated, fragmentary and distorted information.
The interesting — and tragic — thing, is that whatever we said,
demanded, raised hell about, suggested, though never based on
first hand and immediate information — was right, so much so
as if we knew and were privy to all the reports that only now
some of them come to light. We were guided by an unusual
intuition, and imagination that compensated to some extent for
the lack of information. But not fully, and that's why I used the
word “tragic” in the previous sentence. Because had we known
in time the concrete and detailed situation — both the scope of
the extermination and the opportunities of rescue, our activities
would have been much more effective. We would not have let
the “Europa Plan” go by overboard, we would have raised enough
hell (in the Summer of 1942 or perhaps a few months earlier — 1
don't want to get into details here) and achieve some results.
My problem therefore is to juxtapose the events that did
take place, but we didn't know about them, and the action we
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took, the campaigns we waged, were of such a nature that they
indicated the ways, the plans, the ideas of how to save the
Jews of Europe — if they would not have been sabotaged by the
Zionists and Jewish organizations, which in turn made it easier
for the Western powers to do nothing or next to nothing.

Our work would be of limited historic value if the Zionist and
Jewish leaders and almost all the historians would not agree that
the Holocaust was unavoidable — that it is true that the Jewish
leadership could do more and for this they have to be criticized.
But had they done everything that was humanly possible, were
they endowed with the richest imagination and the strongest will
power and readiness to self-sacrifice, it would not have changed
significantly the outcome — because objectively speaking very
little if anything could be done. Nothing and nobody could save
the Jews of Europe. This is what Goldmann says, this is what
Feingold teaches — and he is now the great expert in the field.
This is not true, from the documents available it is now more
clear to me than at any time in the past that most of the Jews
of Europe could have been saved by a combination of things,
undertaken simultaneously, or consecutively or overlapping —
from perhaps: by a Jewish Army of strategic magnitude, to other
military undertakings, by the Western Allies even without a Jewish
Army, through psychological warfare, intimidation, and last but
not the least by bribery and offering asylum in the territories
under Allied control and in neutral countries. But all this is
to be methodically documented, case by case, and it must be
conceptually sound and convincing. Only by proving that what we
have done and proposed and advocated was practicable, realistic
and most of the Jews would have survived had our plans been
followed, our story becomes worth-while telling, if for nothing
else but to try to put the record straight.

3) A third difficulty which faced me time and again in relating a
campaign or a program, or an idea of ours, was that the Zionists,
the World Jewish Congress, the JOINT, the Rescue Committee of
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the Jewish Agency, the Hagana-people in Istanbul claim that they
too had proposed such a plan, demanded similar action, adopted
almost identical resolutions. We were just interlopers. To deny
all this and say flatly that they did nothing or next to nothing,
is silly because it can immediately be disproven — there are
hundreds if not thousands of documents of their many and varied
interventions, beginning with the multitude of their delegations
in Evian in 1938 through demanding a Jewish “fighting force”,
through all the consecutive phases, when they organized their
meeting in Madison Square Garden (when they learned of our
plan and date of “We will Never Die”) until their financing of
the War Refugee Board etc. I had to indicate and again to prove
it convincingly that both in their totality of activities, and in
each particular case it was not the same at all — for a variety of
reasons, conceptual, sense of urgency, scope, to the arguments
of the British and American Governments, their constant fear lest
they cause some damage to the status of the Jews in America
(or England), their preoccupation with other things which they
believed deserve a higher priority, the addiction to the vice
of selectivity, and fantasies of post-war planning all of them
confounded by their ideological and dogmatic considerations.
Even from these three problems you can see how difficult it
is to report on the progress or the lack of it in my work. Even
what I typed in this letter is terribly inadequate to explain the
problems because they sound superficial, and perhaps even
irrelevant — but in reality they are very serious and bothersome.
Apart from all this there is the problem of the new sources
of material which become available in an ever increasing pace
and scale. There are the declassified documents of the Colonial
Office and Foreign Office — and it is really astonishing how
seriously they took us, how much time they spent on the policy
to adopt towards us - literally hundreds of documents. All the
conspiratorial and evil intentions of the British are revealed, and
some of these, though I knew all along become crystal clear,
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for instance they refused a Jewish Army because this was “one
step removed from the proclamation of a Jewish State”; or that
the problem, as they saw it, was not that the Jews cannot be
saved, that there are too many difficulties involved some of them
insurmountable. On the contrary the problem was that they knew
that it was too easy to save the Jews, and therefore the best
thing was to sabotage any small initiative, because if you save
5,000 you create a precedent and you will have to follow up the
initial step by rescuing 50,000 and then hundreds of thousands
and so on: “What are we going to do with so many Jews?". This
is usually ascribed to Moyne. But this particular instance may
not be true about Moyne — there is no reliable documentation
that he said it in Brands presence in Cairo. But Eden said it
scores of time. In the interdepartmental communications among
the various Cabinet offices in London — and in the Middle East
— it was the standard phrase used by everybody on all occasions.
They were in constant panic when an opportunity came up to
rescue Jews — any number. But as [ said, what is amazing is how
much they were afraid of us, how much they tried to undertake
steps to liquidate us, by hook or by crook. It is fantastic
reading. The censorship was also quite efficient. It intercepted
the correspondence with Irma; they photostated our ads and
literature, and there is often a memo from one department to
another [saying that they are| in possession of a document of
the Committee for a Jewish Army or such and such a memo or
letter and asking whether they could have a copy, the Minister
would like to see it. And the high official is magnanimous and
answers that he will make a copy and send it as soon as it is
possible.

To a lesser degree one can say the same about the Foreign
Office of the Nazis in Berlin, (the Special Dept named — I don'’t
know the reason “Number Two”, unless it is like the French
Deuxieme bureau) it has literally hundreds of documents about
us — our activities, the literature, and what is interesting is that
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all the reports about us, the copies of the clippings in American,
British and Swiss press, our own material, is classified, but
always in the strictest terms of factual information without any
ideological coloring. It is straight reporting, as far as I could see
it, so far, while almost every piece the British possessed was
partisan, inspired by hate and anger and fear. I don't mean to
imply anything concerning the German attitude, except that their
method was not mix information with policy and ideology. What
we have are just factual reports. What this policy was we know
— the Final Solution).

Then of course there are the ever new discovered documents
of the various Jewish organizations. I don't hope ever to be able
to go through all the material available, my problem is at least
to sort them, but I don’'t have anybody who could help me, so
either I do it myself — with a little help from Winona — or just
leave it piled up in folders in various drawers. I just have no
time to do it.

[ have to tell you something about my health. You told Nathan
that I am not only well but strong as an ox; and Riebenfeld told
you that I look very well but I complain. His impression is based
on the fact that I tell funny stories and react humorously to all
kinds of occasions. The truth is that my health deteriorated
alarmingly, in several respects — mainly my hip. I nearly cannot
walk. I do walk — but with tremendous pain. Even when I am at
rest, or lying in bed at night I am in pain. If | take pain killers,
or some drugs, they upset my stomach and [ am in danger to
reactivate the ulcers — to a dangerous degree, they bother me
anyhow. Dr. Himelstein is against operating, because I am a poor
risk, and though he didn’t say it in so many words, he intimated
that there is a 50% (fifty) risk that I may die during the operation
or soon afterwards, because of my heart condition, complicated
the astonishingly low pulse (always less than fifty, sometimes
at night probably going down to 40) and pretty high blood
pressure 170/80 or 170/80. I am so discomforted, that in spite of
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the dangers involved I am thinking to risk the operation. For me
not [to] be able to move is the worst thing. But | was busy and
so preoccupied with other things — including the wrangle with
the Agent of the landlord, the Tunisians and with my feverish
work on the history, that I didn't go to Steinberg nor to the
Cardiologist (the blood pressure I took in the street, I believe
it is Barnes and Nobel who arrange it near Central free — every
few weeks).

[ didn't yet decide what we will do this year. As you see we
are not going now. I couldn’'t go because of the trouble with the
office-lease and also because it became terribly expensive. | was
under the impression that you will come here in August. I don't
know whether you have a copy of your letters, but you have said
that you will in all probability be in August to be together with
Becky in New York, or California, or wherever. But since this is
not certain we may plan to go in the fall — September in Paris
and then to Ramat Gan. Until then you will probably have a
clearer idea about your own plans.

[ was terribly sorry to hear about the burglary. It is extremely
annoying. When it happened to me — though on a smaller scale
— [ was beside myself.

Becky looks terrific, and sounds good. I gave her some books
and material and also told her to be in touch with me. There
are many more things I should like to write about, but even this
letter is too long and probably incoherent, so I may write to you
soon again. Give Nili + Asti our fondest regards.

Yours Cordially, Merlin
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June 26, 1981

Dear Hillel,

I was sorry and angry to learn about the burglary. Though I
understand the valise was found and nothing of importance was
stolen, I still feel annoyed because somehow theft, especially in
Israel, is to me an outrageous crime.

Though, as you know, I retreated to a quiet, introspective
despair as far as Israel and everything it stands for is concerned,
nonetheless a recent statement by Begin on T/V last Sunday
aroused in me unspeakable outrage (it has nothing to do with
politics — or perhaps it does). In answer to a question as to
whether he believes in God and how he reconciled his faith with
the Holocaust, he in fact told millions, perhaps tens of millions
of non-Jews that it was the will of God that 6 million Jews should
be exterminated.

The implications are hair-raising because what it amounts to
is a certain absolution of guilt of Hitler, the Nazis and leaders of
the Western democracies. In a theological sense, those who were
guilty of annihilating the Jews were nothing but the instruments
of God’'s will! If God succeeded to spare the American Jews, then
by the same token he could have spared the Jews of Europe
also. I don’'t want to go into any further analysis because I am
enclosing the pertinent pages of the transcript. All the rest is of
no consequence and it would not be worthwhile to waste two
minutes of your time.

Here, things progress slowly but they do progress. The volume
of documents is being put together in final form, to be given to a
publisher. It is slower than I anticipated, first because of the new
plague which afflicted me — the inflammation of the nerve endings
in the skin over my skull and half of my face and neck. The sores
were nasty — itching and hurt, and to a degree diverted my mind.
This is not a thing one can ignore — while for instance when I was
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waiting for the results of the tests in connection with blood in the
urine, I just didn't think of it except perhaps for a few seconds
at a time. Anyhow, everything somehow comes to an end, one
way or another, and this latest disease recedes, though at a slow
pace. | hope in a week or so | will be rid of it. If the pain in my
head persists they will send me to a neurologist, but this is very
improbable. Yet I kept to the routine and went daily to the office.

The second reason is that XXX, who was supposed to come
here daily and work full time, is in trouble in connection with the
visit of his parents here. This drives him crazy and he can barely
concentrate. Apart from that he cannot come to the office every
day because he tries to show his parents around, in town and
outside. But the main thing is that we are at it in the final stage.

About all other things you know better than I, and I will leave
it at that. Give my fondest regards to Nili, Asti and Becky, if she
is there.

Cordially

Aug. 19, 1981

Dear Hillel,

Too many things concerning my health converged and I decided,
hang it all, to take a vacation. Part of the decision is also the
fact that Winona doesn't feel too well either and became tired
of the monotony. To enumerate the whole list of my disabilities,
new and old, is not necessary. There is nothing of imminent
catastrophe, but their cumulative effect and number wore me
down, at least to some extent.

We are leaving on September 12 for Paris and will stay there
for about four weeks, and will arrive in Israel on October 12,
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staying there until November 14. I understand that you intend
to go to Europe sometime in September, and it would be quite
a pleasant opportunity to spend there some time together.

1) In the meantime we work but didn’t finish the volume of
documents, and this for several reasons, but mainly because XXX
is in bad shape, had all kinds of mishaps partly probably because
of his own doing. The truth is that Wyman, whom he helped
tremendously, treats him cruelly. He could easily arrange for XXX
to write the Ph.D. under his sponsorship in his university, but he
seems to be afraid and I can't figure out the reason, unless he
fell, to some extent, under the spell of the Jewish establishment.
With XXX it is a problem to get some income that would enable
him to make ends meet, but so far he didn’t succeed, and his
wife has to work twice a week at a substantial salary. He lost
his scholarship from City University because everybody, including
Finger consider him obsessed with the subject of our group and
sees everything through that prism. But nonetheless we made
serious advances with the book, and probably when I come back
the pace will be fast and we may finish it by the end of the year.

There are also various problems of introducing the consecutive
sets of documents. I thought the documents will speak for
themselves, but they don’t, and this requires on my part to give
longer introductory remarks than I originally planned. But all in
all the thing is there, or almost.

2) Jarvik finished his film and I am enclosing both an invitation
as well as a flyer that was distributed at a preview. | gave him
some lists of names whom to invite, mainly our people, and the
response was startling. The preview was held in a professional
showing room with 75 seats, and he had to run the film twice
the same day.

The film is quite different from what we have seen before,
and the improvement is tremendous. All in all, you came out
the star of it. The reactions as far as I know were rather negative.
Mike was angry and told me one cannot accuse the Zionists
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without explaining whom we precisely meant, because he too, is
a Zionist. Samuel Neiman had a similar reaction, but this is not
important. The important thing is that the film, though in many
respects striking, — he for instance bought parts of the reels of
the March of the Rabbis in Washington showing the handing of
the petition to Wallace, as well as reels from “We Will Never
Die” — and they are incredibly effective — yet the whole thing is
still incoherent. | suggested that since there is no narrator, the
film should start with about three slides of text and then in the
middle of the film, insert in three spots a slide of explanation
(altogether 6 slides) and that may explain the total theme of
the film and give it coherence. Jarvik, as almost everyone, is
stubborn and didn’t accept it. (There will be subtitles identifying
the people.) First, he said it is technically impossible to do
because the film is finished and any change (from a laboratory
point of view) will require redoing the whole film which would
involve a lot of expenses, thousands of dollars, which he doesn’t
have. He may try to clarify with the laboratory people whether
it is possible to begin the film with a couple of slides without
technically redoing the whole picture, but he said it just to
placate me and I don’t think he will do it. He agreed, though, to
distribute a little playbill perhaps of four or eight pages in which
he will tell the story, or he will ask me to write the story, but his
main argument is the following: those who criticize the picture
are the people who know too much, and for them your and my
statements are shocking, but all in all they didn't find anything
new in it. On the other hand, his young friends whom he invited
who know nothing about the subject, except vague generalities,
were tremendously impressed. A few girls came over to him
actually in tears and they understood perfectly what it was all
about. He thinks that if he finds a distributor the aim should be
directed to the younger generation rather than to those who live
in memories of the past. He is probably right in one respect but
wrong in another.
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In a couple of days after the picture was shown, he had
enough experience to prove that even young people may not
belong to that category of youngsters he spoke to me about.

The head of YIVO was there (a young man 31 years of age).
After the showing he gave Jarvik his card and asked him to call
him. Jarvik saw him and the YIVO man spoke more or less as
the Zionists spoke about us in the 40s: the same prejudice, bias,
hatred, etc. from a Zionist point of view, mind you.

The editor, I believe, of the Jewish Press (of the other paper)
called Jarvik for an interview and it was a very unpleasant
experience. This editor asked Jarvik how can you put Bergson as
a central figure in the picture when he is the chief representative
of the PLO in this country. Jarvik said, but not humorously, that
this is already an improvement because in the past, during
the war, he was accused of being a Nazi worse than Hitler, or
something of the kind.

Eisner was there and he made it a point to tell me that he
was very impressed; that this is a very strong documentary and
it is a positive contribution, but this should be considered only
as a beginning. “Our project will be bang, bang.” He referred to
the commission with Finger. He expressed a similar opinion to
Finger.

3) It seems that Finger's project with Eisner is a reality.
Eisner will give the budget for the first four months starting
September 1. If he really comes through then perhaps
something may develop from it, though the probabilities are
slim from the point of view of a sensible report; but Eli may get
a salary of S12, 000 a year (the agreement with him will be only
for six months because there is opposition from the Holocaust
circle of the University of the City of New York that is also
being financed by and bears the name of Eisner). But Finger
is totally dependent upon me and therefore he withstands all
the pressure, and so far successfully. It seems that I, too, may
get a salary of S1. 000 a month as chief consultant though my
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name will not appear officially, which is to the satisfaction of
everyone, especially myself, because | wouldn’t like to bear any
responsibility for what will come out of it.

4) Agassi called and asked for material because he wants to
publish the book in English. I wrote him a very complimentary
letter to give him courage and make him feel good. I sent him
the Hearings and some documents.

5) I spoke to Katharine Morton of Yale (she was on vacation
part of July and the beginning of August). She agreed to have
a subtitle underneath the main title “Palestine Statehood
Committee Papers” which will read: “Concerning the campaigns
to save the Jewish people of Europe and the establishment of
Hebrew sovereignty (1939-1948).” If you still have doubts you can
let me know and I believe there will still be time to change it.

The documents I am sending her are copies of the Public
Records Office (the Foreign Office and the Colonial Office), the
State Department, and those from the FDR Library at Hyde Park.
There is quite a big bunch of several hundred documents and
Winona made a detailed list of them including the nature of
each document and the date. This took a lot of time. Finger's
office is Xeroxing them in duplicate, and this work is being
billed to the Eisner outfit. For us it would involve a few hundred
dollars. Since it is bulky and difficult to pack, Eli will drive over
with them and leave them there. [ am also sending to Yale the
various essays that appeared about us, as well as the issue of
the American Jewish History journal.

Mrs. Morton was extremely friendly and even enthusiastic. I
asked her if there was enough room for more material and books,
and she answered that for our collection room is unlimited
because of the ever growing interest in it.

6) Eli conned me in to making an appointment with DuBois
which I did. The results were very slim, close to zero. Nonetheless
[ jotted down a memo of that interview, a copy of which I enclose.

[ was glad to hear that the blood tests were normal but it
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is somewhat puzzling why your slight fever persists. Did you
succeed to clarify it?

Winona and [ send our fondest regards to Asti, Becky and Nili
and to you.

Hope to see you in Paris.

Cordially

P. S. Hirschmann was at one of the screenings (the less important

one) and made a nuisance of himself during the showing. Each

time someone appeared he said, Oh, I know him. [ negotiated

with him, or something like it, in a very loud voice which

distracted the attention of the public from the picture.
[Handwritten:] I gave him my address in Paris

*

|[Handwritten:] a copy f Kook
Dec. 16, 1981

Dear Hillel,

[ received your letter of December’ 7 and | gather that the same
day, or the day after, you got my letter of November 30th. It
seems that the mail is slow, — your letter reached me December
14th.

1) A fellow by the name of James Barker, who is Bloomstein’s
assistant, called Eli this morning asking whether he knows
anything about your plans to go to London. He told Eli they are
not sure whether you intend to go at all. (Bloomstein himself
was in the room during that conversation.) Eli told him that
as far as he knows, you agreed with them that you will be in
London on January 3rd.

2) In connection with your Poison Gas proposals, I should like

307



to remind you that you made it in a speech at Town Hall on July
19, 1944 and it was broadcast nationally by WQXR.

3) I am enclosing several documents which I think are what
you had in mind to get: a) a letter from Smertenko on behalf
of the Emergency Committee to FDR dated July 24, 1944. In
Paragraph 3 he mentions retaliation by Poison Gas. It seems to
me this was the first communication on this subject made to the
Governments. b) Your letter of August 14 to Paley on the subject,
and c¢) Paley’s answer to you of September 11th. d) Your letter to
the Joint Chiefs of Staff of September 16, 1944. e) There is also
enclosed a draft of a letter to be sent to Smertenko by the State
Department in answer to his letter of July 24, 1944, but it seems
that this draft was not used and a shorter letter was mailed
saying that they referred his letter to the War Refugee Board.

In all our communications there is mention of several
warnings on behalf of the Allies to the Germans that if Poison
Gas is used, retaliation will be undertaken in kind. I don’t have
any of these statements, nor do I have a possibility to find them.
It would take a long time to place them and I don't think it is
important. If it were important you would have mentioned it in
your communication to the Chiefs of Staff. From your letter I
understand you have in your possession all the documents of
the Chiefs of Staff.

4) I am not sure if it is important to report to you, but I will
do it anyhow. Finger and I had a chat with Hertzberg — it was
rather short — about 45 minutes. He started out point blank by
asking me what I intend to write in the report, so I told him the
following points:

a) There is no use to regurgitate and repeat what others have
already said. If there is any justification for the Commission, we
have to say something new in form and content.

b) I intend to give a short survey of the philanthropic
tradition of the Jews towards their kinsmen in distress. Jewish
philanthropy has no equal among the nations of the world. I
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will stress the fact that between 1881 and 1914, 2-1/4 million
Jews migrated from Eastern Europe (more than 2 million of them
went to the U.S.), — and Jewish organizations in Germany, France
and Great Britain were created to enable these Jews to leave
Russia, including buying their ocean fare, apart from a diversity
of other forms of help. The main organization of this enterprise
was established by the German Jews, the Hilfsverein. However,
this tremendous generosity and sacrifice of time and money was
not only altruistic; it had also an element of self-interest. The
oldest established Jewish communities in Europe were interested
to divert this flood of immigrants to the U.S. They were frightened
lest many of them will remain in European countries which would
be an embarrassment, if not a danger to the Jews in the Western
countries. However, the U. S. was their last country of refuge.
There was no way to send them anywhere else. Hence, fund
raising philanthropic organizations were created in this country,
chief of which was the Joint Distribution Committee, organized
and controlled by the American Jewish Committee.

A second sketch I have in mind is the attitude of the Zionists
(that is, those that were in power and led the Zionist organization
and were in control of its funds) were not primarily interested in
the fate of the Jewish people in Eastern Europe, but rather in the
building-up of Palestine by a new generation and a new kind of
Jew, different from the masses in Nalewisky and Schnipischoks.
When the catastrophe took over the Jews the only organization
that was in place to extend help was the traditional philanthropic
kind, that is, the JDC. However, as the dimension of the disaster
grew with the outbreak of the war, the problem was no longer
a matter of philanthropic help alone but mainly a problem to
be faced by political means, pressure on the Government, and
mobilization of public opinion.

The same thing can be said about the Zionists. It was no
longer a matter of selecting individuals who are idealists and
ready for self-sacrifice to redeem Palestine, but a political

309



problem of how to save masses of Jews, as [ said, through
pressure on the government, influencing legislation in Congress,
and arousing public opinion.

¢) The Jewish leadership acted on several false assumptions
of which I mention only two. One, because Churchill and
Roosevelt were against Hitler and fight Nazi Germany, they
were automatically friends and allies of the Jews. This was
not the case. They were enemies of the Nazis but not friends
of the Jews. If one wishes to use strong words, and I do not
suggest using them, one cannot but come to the conclusion
that the Western powers were not only indifferent but they
undertook active steps to prevent the rescue of the Jews of
Europe. They were nonmilitary co-belligerents of the Nazis as
far as the Jews were concerned. Two, that Hitler's allies and
satellites were partners in carrying out the Final Solution. The
Jewish Leadership considered all of them as if “they are one”.
This was not the case, with the exception of Vichy; France
and to some extent Slovakia, all the others resisted, to one
extent or another to carry out the destruction of the Jews of
Europe. Some of the countries and their governments like
Finland, Denmark, and Bulgaria were not anti-Semitic; the
others were anti-Semitic but in the traditional sense, that one
can discriminate against Jews; one can indulge in violent acts
against them periodically; but basically they were against total
extermination; it was even inconceivable to them that such
a thing is possible and permissible. There are mountains of
documentation to prove it.

d) Had the Jewish leadership not been deluded by these two
false assumptions, they probably would have acted differently
than they did.

Then I mentioned several concrete problems that had to be
faced and dealt with; the problem of identity; the problem of the
offer to release the Jews from Transnistria; the offer of Horthy to
release the Jews from Hungary; the offer of Bulgaria to release
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Jews; and finally, the various offers from the Nazis, including
Eichmann’s through Brandt — to save the remnants of the Jews.

Hertzberg said that this presentation shows that subconsciously
[ am determined to have a commission of scholars and public
figures to put their names and approval and confirmation that
only one group among Jewry was right, and this was our Group:
“you wish us to say in academic language now what you said in
propaganda language 35 years ago, namely, that philanthropy
and quiet contacts were not enough; that one had to treat the
governments of FDR and Churchill not as friends of the Jews, but as
enemies, or quasi-enemies, and that a great part of the Jews could
have been saved if on the part of the Jewish leadership a more
activist policy had been pursued including the encouragement of
the satellites to relieve the plight of the Jews in their countries and
to release many of them. This is a perfect mirror of what you said
then, and this is what you say now, but being a professor and not
any more in politics, you use a different style. There are several
dangers inherent in it. One is that Begin will exploit it politically,
saying that even an impartial Commission has condemned the
Jewish leadership, and that he was right to save Israel from the
power of these inept leaders and their successors.”

He also said one has to take into consideration when one
speaks about the background of the Jews in the 30s and early
40s that they were really scared for their own status. They had
to fight for their own survival and couldn’t have had much of a
mind to save others.

None the less, he says he is in general agreement, if not with
all, at least with some of the ideas I expressed, and in other
respects he would even go further because he is a much greater
opponent of the Jewish leadership than I am — perhaps because
he knows them better.

As far as public office and standing is concerned, he already
achieved whatever he could and there is nothing else in the
offing. “I have nothing to lose.”
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A major if not the main reason he sees eye to eye with me on
certain basic points is a conversation he had recently in Geneva
with Riegner whom he regards with awe. At that conversation he
asked Riegner what he thinks would have happened if the Jewish
leadership would have adopted different methods in their efforts
on behalf of the Jews of Europe. Riegner told him that between
3/4s and a million Jews could have been saved in addition to
those who survived.

But, he said, like virtue, even though it is difficult to achieve,
one has to appear as virtuous. Whether we can be objective or
not, we have to appear objective and therefore he suggested the
Review Committee of academicians over which he will preside,
and the members will be Wyman, Feingold, Hilberg, and he will
try to persuade General Arad (the head of Yad Va’'Shem) to be
part of it.

Hertzberg is leaving for Israel I believe for a month and he
would like to get in touch with you. He said that he will call you,
but you may call him at the Dan Hotel.

He invited me to his home to see his library and to have a
more leisurely chat. But since | have no car, he suggested that
the Fingers and Winona come. Anyhow, since he is leaving next
week, such a visit is not contemplated as far as [ am concerned.
He wants my draft of the report to be ready, if possible, by the
end of February, because in February he moves to Israel for a
sabbatical and he will stay in Jerusalem on Mt. Scopus, and
[ didn't understand exactly what he is going to do there. He
also told me he is going to deliver a revolutionary speech at a
convention organized for the occasion of the 100th Anniversary
of Zionism. He spoke full of fire, and I didn’t understand, a
word.

There is a possibility that after I submit my draft the whole
thing will explode and there will be a crisis which I shall not
regard as a tragedy, though Finger is in a very fighting mood,
by far more so than I, which is actually unfair to him because
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[ am in no fighting mood at all, while he is an extremist in his
attitude toward the leadership during the Holocaust.

5) By the way, Eli is Hertzberg's béte noire and he wants him
to be fired unconditionally on March Ist. He complains mainly
about Eli's behavior at the World Jewish Congress archives.... “He
behaves like an inquisitor.” I didn’'t try to get into an argument,
defending Eli except to say that it is known that the only Jewish
organization that is not accessible for researchers is the World
Jewish Congress. To this he said he is responsible for the archives
and if we will send somebody else, he will be admitted to look
through the files.

6) Since I am at it I should like to tell you something about
Wyman: he is in trouble from many quarters. The speech he
delivered at the colloquium in November aroused passionate
antagonism and he gets insulting letters and telephone calls,
even threats, calling him an anti-Semite. The main argument is
that by declaring that the Jewish leadership did not have a plan
how to fight for the rescue of the Jews of Europe he, on the one
hand, absolved the Nazis, and on the other, presents the Jews in
a very negative light. The fact is that he became frightened and
doubts his own premises. There is also pressure on him from the
publisher to revise his book again, and they appointed a special
editor. He is near despair and believes that now the publication
of it will be delayed for another two years.

There are a few more things I wanted to tell you, but this
missive became too long and I will do it on another occasion.

Cordially
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January 25, 1982

Dear Hillel,

Thank you for your letter of December 28, 1981. As | remarked
in my previous letter, the post offices at both ends are growing
slower, and that is why it takes so long to get a reply.

Though the controversy about the “Bergson Group” concerning
the rescue of the Jews of Europe took place 35 odd years ago,
it doesn’t take much to revive the embers. I am sending you
copy of a letter from Feingold and the answer I have written
for Finger. Since Feingold has sent copies of his letter to
various people, it developed into a controversy and I don't
know what the future developments will be. In the meantime,
Lucy Dawidowicz resigned, and this morning Hertzberg called
Finger telling him that he doesn’t think he can be active on the
Commission because he is going for a sabbatical to Israel at the
beginning of March, so that he will be unavailable. By the way,
he also mentioned that he is not too eager to get into a public
controversy at this time. He stressed, however, that this is not
the reason he cannot be active but only because he will not be
here.

[ am glad that you enumerated some points which have to
go into the Report (if there will be a Report). Some of them, of
course, I had in mind myself, but your definitions, it seems to
me, are very effective.

[ was impressed with the article in the Jerusalem Post and so
were a few others, anyhow those who are in touch with me. It is
a good, interesting and effective piece with teeth in it and quite
a few brilliant expressions.

[ hope your appearance on T/V was a success.

[ don't think that the BBC is a finished business because they
asked me here for several photographs of you which I gave them.
[ suggest that you deal with them patiently because it is quite
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an important thing to appear on this most prestigious network
in the world, even if your text will be reduced to a few minutes.

Jarvik gradually becomes a success. I don't know if it is a
breakthrough yet — perhaps it is — but his picture was shown
in a professional movie house in Los Angeles for three or four
Sundays with overflow audiences. Hundreds of people queued
up and couldn’t get in. The write-ups and commentaries are all
good and I am enclosing them. Now he is leaving for Berlin,
Paris and London, in that order, and everywhere the picture will
be projected. In Paris it will be shown for a certain length of
time (it isn't clear to me how long) at the Pompidou (Beaubourg)
Museum of Modern Art.

[ am sending you the introduction of a thesis by a young girl,
Lisa S. Kovitch at Brandeis University. It is interesting that she
started out with the idea of writing her paper on Rabbi Wise
and other leaders, considering them fighters and heroes, and in
looking through the archives at Brandeis she began to ask herself
some questions. When she wrote the paper she was only 21, and
she practically did not see any of our material except perhaps a
few issues of The Answer. Then, she went through the microfilms
of the N. Y. Times between the years 1942-1945 and on the
basis of the archives of Stephen Wise and other collections at
Brandeis, she wrote her thesis. It doesn’t have a wide range of
documentation but it does have a great deal of common sense
and restrained outrage as befits an academic work, especially
in such an institution as Brandeis. She had difficulties finding
a sponsor and then to have her subject accepted, but in the
end she came out with flying colors. She, in her own words, “I
am a Magna Cum Laude graduate of Brandeis University (1978)
and was one of three students in the Near Eastern and Judaic
Studies Department to receive honors at graduation. I worked
throughout my senior year researching and writing my honors
thesis.” She has sent her thesis and an accompanying letter in
connection with the N. Y. Times story about the Commission,
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and she offered her services. I invited her to N. Y. and had a long
conversation with her. She is now 25, lives near Philadelphia,
is married, and has a job in Bloomingdale’s as a saleswoman
on commission, earning about 520,000 a year. She is willing to
give up her job to come every week for two or three days to
New York where she will live with a girlfriend, without having to
pay rent, and is willing to be compensated for one year about
$12,000 plus train fare. Though for me she would be an ideal
assistant, I think it is too complicated and it wouldn't work
out. Though her husband, also a young man, was with her (he
works for an electronics firm and it seems he earns a very good
salary), he expressed a willingness for any arrangement [ would
make in order to give her a chance to collaborate with me in
the Commission. They seem to be sincere but the technicalities
are too complicated. I didn't yet give her a definite answer but
regretfully nothing will come out of it.

[ am sorry that your health is not perfect though, of course, it
is good that there is no deterioration. Still it is a bother.

It isn't clear to me whether you intend to come to the States
and, if you do, when, and for how long. Please let me know.

While Hertzberg will be in Israel you will have plenty of time
to talk to him about some plan of activities in the U. S., though
personally I have to be frank and tell you that I am extremely
skeptical about it.

The general situation as far as Israel is concerned you know
better than I, except that you seem to be more emotionally
concerned, while I am too tired to sustain this emotional torture.

There is nothing special to report. Since XXX knows that
he no longer has a job (beginning March) he is very perturbed
and is under extreme strain... He is no longer of much help to
me except that I gave him an assignment to write a chapter of
the Report about activities of some of the Jewish organizations
in this country. He tells me every day that he is working on it.
My own work, at least the first phase of it, is about finished
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and I am giving my manuscript to Finger the coming Thursday,
February 2. As | have already written you, there is a possibility
that he may not like this introductory part of the Report and
then a point of crisis will be reached one way or another. For
the time being he withstands bravely all the pressures, but
after all, this is not his life’'s ambition. One becomes tired of
the monotony of these pressures. However, he is in difficulties
in some respects: 1) his feeling is that without me he wouldn’t
know how to go about it, or how to find a replacement, and
2) it seems that Eisner told him that the report has to be in
the spirit of my conversations with him and of the opinions you
and I expressed in Jarvik's picture. He told Finger clearly that the
money he gives (and it amounts to $140,000) is on condition
that he is not being fooled as he was fooled by the Holocaust
Department that he has financed at City University. By fooling he
means that one whitewashes the leadership uncritically, or with
too many qualifications. Probably he didn't express it in these
words but this is what [ understand from Finger, who keeps on
telling me I cannot betray Eisner’s trust.

Please convey Winona’'s and my own fondest regards to dear
Nili and the girls.

Cordially

PS. I am enclosing also the new title page of the Yale catalogue
and two additional pages enumerating new material. But the
documents from the National Archives (State Dept.) Library of
Congress Archives (also State Dept.) from Hyde Park and other
official documents (I have sent her this Summer several hundreds
of them) are not classified yet and she told me on the phone
that it may take at least six months until these new documents
will be catalogued and then new pages added to the catalogue
listing them by subject source and category. The reason it will
take so long is that on one hand their budget is cut and on
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the other they received a couple of new more very important
collections. But we are still almost at the top of the first ten —
used by researchers.

March 18, 1982

Dear Hillel,

[ haven't written so far, and I actually don't know what to tell
you. Perhaps I should start with the Holocaust Commission.
This Monday I gave Finger my draft for the Introduction. It is a
piece of 120 pages and actually contains the essence and general
orientation of the whole Report. There is a good chance, though
not a certainty, that after the academic Review Committee will
have read it, the whole thing will explode. What [ really mean
is that the Commission will not necessarily go out of business,
but my connection with it will be severed. Were this to happen
[ would be only too glad, — because it was a drag on me, and
since I am by nature very skeptical, I didn't even see sufficient
justification for giving it, so far, so much time. However, if it will
be accepted, even with some revisions or toning down, it will
still be an important event, because so far none of the literature,
even that sympathetic to us, has formulated the ingredients of
the responsibility of the Jewish leadership the way I have done
it. Not that I think it is brilliant; I am never able to judge the
quality of my writing, but the approach in itself is new and
devastating, though, of course, presented in a moderate tone
and well documented.

In the meantime there is flak all around the Commission
and, practically speaking, concentrated on Finger. There is no
use going into detail describing the various pressures on the
part of the academic community dealing with the destruction of
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the Jewish people of Europe and the Jewish organizations, but
there is one instance I would like to tell you about, for it is
extremely curious, to say the least. We asked several experts to
write papers on specific subjects. I suggested that we also write
to Bauer asking him to do a 10,000 word paper about the Europa
Plan (Rabbi Weissmandel and Gizi Fleishmann). He answered
that he wants to know if his paper will appear under his byline,
and if the Report will be published in book form. Usually Finger
does not take a step without consulting with me, but in this case
he answered Bauer that full credit will be given to him.

[ thought that this is not enough, and [ sent Bauer a cable (in
Finger's name) that the paper will appear under his byline though
not necessarily representing the opinions and conclusions of the
Commission. Then, by chance, on Monday, Finger learned Bauer
was in town and got in touch with him. Bauer retreated and
said that though Hertzberg told him to cooperate, and he was
willing to write the piece — however, upon his arrival in the U. S.
he asked Wiesel what this Commission is all about, and Wiesel
told him not to touch it because it is a “maharyka” by Eisner to
give a black eye to the American Jews and its leadership, which
is an obsession with him probably because of his failure to be
accepted by the Jewish establishment.

Apart from that, it is not clear to me if this was Wiesel's
argument or Bauer’s, because I did not hear what Bauer said,
but only what Finger answered, but the argument was that he
does not want to write a piece, parts of which may be taken
out of context and used by the Russians against Israel, by the
Arabs, as well as anti-Semites all over. He (Bauer) thinks that the
Europa Plan was a serious proposal and it presented a potential
chance to save great numbers of Jews and this was not seized
upon by the Jewish organizations. If he writes it, then it might
hurt the Jews and the Jewish people. What is ironic about it is
that I suggested asking Bauer for a piece only because in his last
book he said exactly what I just quoted: that indeed there was
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a chance that was not seized upon. Anyhow, such an incident
(among many) as well as the book by Shabtai Tevet about the
Arlosoroff assassination and the storm around it, shows that the
Commandment (if I am not mistaken it is the First one of the
Ten) that God will visit the sins of the fathers upon the third
generation was not an empty phantasy. It works in life to an
amazing extent...

In the meantime, there is a mix-up. There is a certain Samuels
(he says he knows you) who works now at Simon & Schuster.
Samuels got in touch with Finger and Matzozky thinking that this
is the same thing, and saying that Simon & Schuster is interested
in the project. Both Finger and Eli saw Samuels separately and
somehow they did not learn about each other's meeting — and
some complications could develop. | explained this to Eli both
before and after the meeting. Anyhow, Samuels told Eli that
he is looking for somebody to write a book which reflects the
Report of the Commission, but should be written not in the form
of a formal report, because this would not be a commercially
profitable proposition. This is how things stand.

[ continue to work on that volume of documents and I am
making some progress. The trouble is that each time new and
more sensational documents appear, it is difficult to stop and
say, enough is enough. To give you one example, | am enclosing
an article by Sharon Lowenstein which appeared in the American
Jewish History, which is edited by Feingold. They gave it first
billing, which, by the way, shows Feingold's ambivalence. This is
a chapter taken from a 700-page dissertation for a Ph.D. It seems
that the last version was already accepted by the professors, and
she will get her doctorate in August. | find this article, so far,
the most interesting of all which were written about us. She
understands all the nuances and writes about our attitudes and
ideas almost matter-of-factly.

[ spoke to her at length on the phone and I gave her some
additional material which she did not have. But the revelation
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that Morgenthau acknowledged without our campaign that he
would not have been able to do anything in order to convince
Roosevelt to create the WRB was news to me; not that [ didn't
deduce it from the documents I already have, but from the
viewpoint that this particular conversation between him and
Paley and DuBois and others, I didn't see and in fact neither
Wyman nor anyone else saw it before. The reason why they did
not see it, is that, after the Executive Order was issued, they
stopped reading the Morgenthau Diaries — which has thousands
and thousands of pages, and they transferred their attention to
the activities of the WRB itself.

[ was very glad to hear from Saul Stern that you are writing a
book with Rapoport. It sounds very promising, mainly because |
got the impression from your letters that he is a fast writer and
understands quickly complicated propositions. 1 fervently hope
that something concrete and exciting will come out of it. (Going
through my papers, I found a few more notes I jotted down when
[ read Agassi’'s book.) I don't know exactly to which version they
apply, but the page numbers are indicated.

[ cannot shed any more tears for what is going on in Israel.
They have dried up in the last few years, but I know that in
the end it will not be good. Generally speaking, my state of
health leaves something to be desired but otherwise I am up
and around.

Winona and I send you and Nili and the girls our fondest
regards.

Cordially

327



April 16, 1982

Dear Hillel,

[ hope the reason you did not write for the last few weeks was not
because you are annoyed with me about something, but because
you are busy working with Rapoport on some kind of a book
or pamphlet to be published soon. If my second assumption is
correct, I am glad, first because you are busy with a constructive
thing and for the first time your endeavors will be invested in a
cooperation with somebody who will grasp not only the essence
of your ideas but also their relevancy to what we did and stood
for in the past, and to what is going on today.

[ did not write for a plethora of reasons and it will take a
couple of pages to enumerate them all, or even a good part of
them. But generally speaking my mood is gloomy and more and
more | perceive the futility of any effort and hence one feels
despondent. As a reaction to all this, though somewhat unnatural
or illogical, is that I work, work and work regardless how lousy
[ feel psychologically and how bothered I am by my ailments.

[ believe I have written you that a meeting of the academic
review committee, discussing my long introduction to the report,
will bring to an explosion and the end, at least to my connection
with the project. However, it did not work out that way. What did
happen was something I did not expect: it isn’t that they were
critical but none of them, and they were four (Wyman, Hilberg,
Braham and Paula Hyman, Dean of the Jewish Theological
Seminary), just didn't understand what I am talking about. They
were not even in a position to argue or discuss the issues. That
they didn’t like it I am sure; yet their criticism was usually about
details, data of a technical nature, and surprisingly, in most
cases they were just wrong. Interesting and perhaps fascinating
is that the most outspoken critic was Wyman. This I understand
because being for us in the sense that he, in his book, if it will
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ever be published, will credit us with having played an important
role, feels that he has to manufacture artificially “objectivity”.
This objectivity he believes should first of all be demonstrated
in such an unnecessary letter which he sent to The Post,
correcting a statement which, if he didn't say it, in those words,
nonetheless made it clear throughout his address, but even a
better opportunity was to show how critical he is of my draft.
He was both tense and embarrassed and I actually felt for him.
My sympathy went out to him mainly because even before his
book is published there is already tremendous pressure exerted
on him from three directions: the ultra-Zionists of an integral
Israel, and at any event those fanatic Hassidim of Begin. On the
other hand, the pressure comes from the bureaucracy, not only
because they are afraid of the truth concerning the past, but
mainly because being extremely anti-Begin they are certain that
the whole thing is concocted by him in order to rehabilitate the
Irgun and to show what the Irgun in the U. S. did, standing alone
against all the Jewish organizations. The third party are the few
academic people whose business became the Holocaust, and
though they hate each other's guts and for good reason, they do
not want anybody to upset their method of telling the story, or
to present a new approach to looking at the past.

A curious example and perhaps not so curious, is that
Goldberg and even Eisner, as well as all the members of the
academic review committee raised an alarm that at the very
beginning | attacked Stephen Wise. The arguments are various:
some say one shouldn't do it at the beginning but somewhere
at the middle or the end; some believe that one should treat
Wise with reverence. What astonished me is that I did not
remember writing anything about Wise at all because it didn’t
come to it yet. (I have a chapter about Wise which is not very
complimentary, but nobody saw it yet, because this is a part of
the draft of the report itself, and no mention is made of it in the
introduction.) So I kept on asking where did I attack Wise? On
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what page is it? And they kept on saying “at the beginning.” But
[ kept on asking what page? What page? And after hemming and
hawing, somebody found the place and said it is Page 1-2 of the
preface. (The preface is separate from the introduction.) In this
preface | explained why it is necessary to have a Commission,
and my argument is that everything was explored: governments,
nations, leaders, individuals and groups:

However, one subject has not been the theme of thorough
investigation — the activities of those who were at the
rudder of the major Jewish organizations in the U.S.

This is not to say that the subject was not touched
upon by any historians of the Holocaust. Those who wrote
about that period could not but tell what the heads of the
Jewish community in the country did or failed to do during
these years. But all these references were only part of a
larger tableau of the Holocaust and not a theme in itself.
This was taboo, or so it seems.

The result was that some excellent books about the
Holocaust were basically misleading about the role of
the American Jewish leadership; for example, While Six
Million Died, a best seller by Arthur D. Morse, a pioneer
in the field. He was the first to undertake thorough
research regarding the U.S. Government and came out with
astounding revelations as to the indifference, callousness,
and in some cases plain wickedness of the Administration,
not sparing FDR himself. The facts were there. The events
were presented, on the whole, both vividly and accurately,
and it created a sensation when the press and the
reading public learned of the heartless and in a sense,
anti-Semitic, policies of the American Government. Then
why is it a misleading book? It is misleading because the
presentation is such that the Jewish leadership, especially
the venerable Rabbi Stephen Wise, emerges not only as
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a champion of the cause of the Jews, but having a halo
of saintliness and martyrdom, — a man trying everything
humanly possible to save the Jews of Europe —, a man who
with pertinacity knocked his head against a wall. Thus we
get an image of a Jew who, though he was not under Hitler,
was nonetheless a victim, too, in the fight to save the
Jewish brethren in Europe. The impression is that, though
he was not physically harmed by the Germans, he was
nonetheless a victim of hostile forces. Morse’s presentation
was a juxtaposition of wicked American bureaucrats and
an indifferent President versus the indefatigable fighter for
alleviating the plight of the Jews in Europe. This is not a
completely accurate picture, as will become evident when
scrutinizing the sequence of events recorded in abundant
documentation — with all due respects to Wise’'s many
important achievements in other endeavors.

After having read it over again, I still do not think I attacked
Wise but rather Morse, but maybe I should have written it in a
more restrained way, though I tried my best to be as moderate as
possible. Anyhow, there was no explosion, and the changes they
offered were negligible. Now it went to Goldberg for his approval,
and then it will go to all the members of the Commission who
will assemble in a first session on May 6th. Why May 6? Because
Eisner is leaving the country shortly after that. What might be of
some significance is that my draft impressed two people: one is
Eisner who called it a work of genius, and the other is the editor
of Simon & Schuster who told Finger that he has rarely read a
story told in such an interesting way and style, and asked him
not to look for any publisher because he is eager to publish it.
He explained to him, however, that he does not want to sign a
contract now because one still has to figure out how to publish
a book which is not a report, but only based on a report, yet
independently written for the general public.
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Next week [ hope to begin to explain to Finger that the best
thing for all concerned, especially for me, but no less for him,
would be for me to get out of the whole thing. It takes up too
much of my time and I am, after all, decades out of contact with
these people and | don't have enough patience or interest to be
debating with them, especially since there is nobody to debate
with. I am not sure whether Finger will willingly buy it because
he is actually faced with two difficult dilemmas. With me, the
controversy is getting too hot for him, and without me he would
not know exactly how to proceed, though I worked out for him
an exact outline of chapters and even of people who could and
would write chapters on each subject. On the other hand, one
cannot write a report by compiling pieces written by twelve or
thirteen people. There has to be some unity and purpose.

There is another problem: who is going to finish the book for
the publisher? I personally am almost determined to get out of
it even if it would imply a strain in relations with Finger which,
by the way, is not a certainty.

[ am enclosing one clipping from the N.Y. Times about Jarvik's
film. As you know, it was shown in Berlin, Paris and London,
except for Germany. I don't think it made a great impression.
Now he is showing it (for tickets) at the Little Carnegie Theatre
for a couple of days, and he will see how it goes. In Los Angeles
it seems that it went well in that the few days it ran it was to an
overflow audience.

To give you an idea how much emotion this Committee
and my connection with it aroused, before anything actually
was done, it is enough to read the enclosed article by Lucy
Dawidowicz. It is so vicious that it is incredible. There is hardly
one sentence that does not drop with hatred and poison. Though
she writes about us very little — and in a very disparaging way —
yet whatever she writes about others is only a commentary about
her main point — which is how bad we were. She once wrote, if
you remember, an article about Perfidy, and in that article she

332



gave us almost full credit for the creation of the War Refugee
Board, but she said the WRB achieved nothing. This time, she
says that the WRB achieved saving tens of thousands of lives,
but she takes away the credit from us by having created it.

Yet the conclusion that nothing could have been done - she
says that even we, with all our flair for publicity and public
relations, did not succeed to change America. There is another
paradox: the only two pictures used in an article where she writes
about dozens of personalities and organizations, are not about
them but about us. It isn’t that she did not try, or the N.Y. Times
Magazine did not try. They just couldn’t find anything about the
activities of any of the Jewish organizations. I was the only one
who provided them with pictures, and they have chosen two. The
Rabbis, I believe, are very impressive. As you will notice, picture
credit is given to the Institute which, to my surprise, is getting
$350.00 for them.

Mentioning the Institute and money, | received a check
through Yampolsky from the Betty Bergson Kook Foundation in
the amount of $4,500.00. I took note that most of it is earmarked
for Agassi. | don’'t know what to tell you about how you should
handle the financial problem with him, whether through the
Institute or directly. By the way, will his book appear? From your
letters it is not clear to me.

How is your health. My hunch is that it greatly improved, and
[ hope I am right. Write to me a few lines how you feel physically.
Mentally there is no use asking you because it probably mirrors
what I feel and think.

You may remember what I told you when I was in Israel last,
that March and April will be critical months for Israel and for
Begin. If the last part of the Sinai is not surrendered there will
be real trouble. And if it is surrendered there will also be real
trouble. It is a no win situation. The image of Israel is a disaster,
and not without justification. But somehow I am coming to the
conclusion that not only Israel and especially its government are
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bent on self-destruction, by hook or by crook, but so are others,
both in the region as well as outside of it. There is so much
to talk about that I am frightened to put my own thoughts on
paper.

Winona and I send our fondest regards to Nili, Asti and Becky.

Cordially yours

April 19, 1982

Dear Hillel,

[ hasten to send you Vincent Canby’s review of Jarvik's film. I
cannot remember when Canby (who is rather a severe critic and
often mercilessly deprecating) has written such a 100% positive
review. Usually, even when he praises a film, he always finds a
flaw, but this time he didn't find any.

To some degree it may counterbalance Lucy Dawidowicz's
piece. Judging from the excitement of the few people who are
in touch with me, it is a world-shaking event. Lucy’s article in
my estimation is a storm in a tea cup, — first, very few people
probably read Dawidowicz's article because it is so badly written.
It is a continuous non sequitur, patched up incoherently and
having one aim in mind: to vilify us. Second, because one
shouldn’'t exaggerate the number of people who are interested
in this subject. All in all I would say about 10,000 people read
it. If I will live long enough I will settle accounts with her, but
totally and completely. I will treat it as a document, analyzing its
pathology, its ignorance and its irrational, paranoic hatred. I will
make it into a tomb of shame. | may sound angry but | really
am not. I am saddened as well as disgusted with the Jewish
sickness which instead of healing with time grows worse. Despite
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the fact that scores of officials and leaders of the various Jewish
organizations vilified us, engaged in character assassination,
persecuted us, especially you, neither then nor now do I feel any
hatred towards them except one: Sol Bloom. As I said, if I live
long enough 1 will give a portrait of him, in all his villainy, and
it was multi-dimensional. And now Lucy Dawidowicz is added to
this repertory, so there are two.

Winona and | saw the picture which premiered at the Little
Carnegie theatre (it has 290 seats, 150 were sold and 20 were
for invited guests) the tickets selling at $6.00. It is still a losing
proposition. The little ad (in the NYT) enclosed which appeared
the same day as Canby’s review cost $2,000 (incredible). The
arrangement with the distributor is quite bad — the film will be
shown through May 16 but only at noon, which is the worst time
for viewing, except, of course, for Sundays. There is no way to
break even. With Canby's article and the Daily News giving it
a three-star rating, it probably could be shown in the evening,
twice a night, which may result in a small margin of profit, apart
from the importance that many people will see it.

To come back to the film, it is a thoroughly revised
version, probably done in some respects under the pressure
of establishment Jews. Riegner appeared as a central figure;
Goldmann on one hand speaks much longer, and some of the
ridiculous things he said like “I knew him”; “he is my good
friend”, “I used to visit his country house” were taken out. The
State Dept. man who is barely intelligible babbles a lot. He also
gave longer excerpts from the interview, with DuBois and Pehle.
Jarvik also changed the film in the sense that he paired the
people — Goldmann/Riegner and Pehle/DuBois; you and me (not
all the time. but several times).

On the other hand, he made you, so to speak, the star of the
drama and you came out terrific, better than at any time [ have
seen this picture before — really impressive. This also may be
the reason that Canby, who was not coached by anyone and did
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not even see Jarvik, was so impressed by you and considers you
a champion.

[ am not sure whether you received my letter before last,
because you never acknowledged it and I never heard from you.
[ don't have it at hand so | cannot give you the date.

[ am also enclosing a few notes about Agassi’'s book which
[ mentioned in one of my previous letters but which I failed to
include.

If you have patience please write a few lines.

Winona and I send our fondest regards to Nili, Asti and Beck,
and of course to you.

Cordially

June 21, 1982

Dear Hillel,

[ didn't write all this time probably in part for similar reasons
that you did not communicate, and part because I found myself
in the center of a storm (only a little more than of tea cup
dimensions) in connection with the Commission.

But before going into it I feel I should say something about
the war. I would consider it strange not to mention it in a long
letter at this date. The truth is that I cannot read with real
interest the Israeli press. When I have a paper before me I have
a feeling of queasiness similar to that when a plate of food is
served to me which I know I could not digest. Yet, in spite of the
euphoria and phantasmagoric plans and the building of castles
in Spain, my feeling is that the situation is quasi-catastrophic.
Not that the catastrophe will come about tomorrow, in a month,
or in years to come. There are no measuring rods to approximate
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the date but it must come. The result must not be apocalyptic
but somebody, whether Begin or Peres or whoever will have to
surrender unconditionally to the Americans as far as the West
Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem are concerned. Surrender is an
ugly thing under any conditions, and although the morale of the
people — who are a strange combination of exemplary fighters
and “yordim” — is not very high, anyhow it will break its spirit,
and its negative chain of reactions is difficult to foresee.

As you know, I don't believe anything can be done with this
generation and with this leadership, whether it was headed by
Golda, or Rabin, or Begin, or Peres — it is doomed. Whether
Becky's generation is more mature and attuned to reality I am
not sure either, one way or another. That she is active in the
“Peace Now” movement is very good. | don’t agree with you that
this movement is a screen for doing nothing. It does what a
non-revolutionary element is capable of doing within a specific
historic context in a given society.

Abstractly speaking, there are two avenues that one should
follow, either separately or simultaneously. One is our idea
about the recognition of the Palestinian nation both in Jordan
and the West Bank, on the condition that it has a representative
leadership based on bona fide elections, and that the territory
on the West Side of Jordan is demilitarized.

As to what Israel should do in the meantime, | have written a
paper about two years ago which I have sent out to a few people
and, as you know, nothing came of it. (I am like one of those
Jews of Shalom Aleichem’ s Kasrilovka who argued daily in the
early morning hours in the “Beis Midresh” on the Napoleon —
Russian strategy during his invasion of Russia).

The second avenue, perhaps more realistic and easier to
achieve in a comparatively short time, is an approach to Assad.
After Sadat — he is the most serious and intelligent Arab leader
and probably more honest and sincere than the Egyptian was.
To make serious approaches to him now could probably prove
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productive. It is my conviction (inasmuch as one may speak
about such things in terms of conviction) that he is interested in
a peace settlement with Israel. He offered it twice. (Sadat, until
his visit to Jerusalem, was hesitant to express the words “official
peace treaty”; he called it a peace agreement and remarked that
it must take a generation before a reconciliation and a peace
treaty would become possible.)

Assad did not express these hesitations. He told Kissinger
— why should one spend so much time, energy and brains
concerning a couple of hundred meters, instead of tackling the
whole problem about a formal peace with Israel. When, during
the negotiations with him (about the separation of forces), the
question came up whether to include a clause of not permitting
terrorists to infiltrate Israel from Syria, he indignantly rejected it,
saying it is an insult to him and to his people: “we are honorable
men and if we sign an obligation we mean to keep it, and shall
keep it, without having tricky ideas in the back of our minds,”
or words to that effect. Now, to get even with Egypt and Sadat,
whom he considered a traitor, leaving him in the lurch after the
war, Assad probably thinks that he could achieve it now, not by
war — which he evidently could not win — but by making peace
with Israel at the expense of the PLO, and partial satisfaction of
his ambition in Lebanon.

One shouldn’'t sheepishly espouse the idiotic attitude of the
African and “third world nations” that the haphazard and artificial
boundaries drawn up by the Colonialist powers are in their very
nature sacrosanct. They are nothing of the kind. They are a result
of the savage scramble among the Colonialist powers against
each other for larger chunks of territory; little did they know that
it was not much of a blessing.

Begin and Sharon suddenly became champions of a unified
Lebanon as if it were an aspiration of the people in that country.
This is not the case. The unification of what is called Lebanon
came not at the insistence of the Christians or even the Moslems
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but of the French. The Moslems considered themselves Syrians
for all intents and purposes. The Christians, on the contrary,
did not want a large Lebanon; they wanted to keep the territory
they inhabited throughout the generations as it was, but as an
Independent country. They fought many wars for it. During World
War I and more precisely in 1920 they still hoped to achieve an
independent Lebanon without Moslems, and they already knew
that if their sanjak will be enlarged to include Moslems there will
be trouble. Even now, many if not most strive for partition to
bring about a separation between them and the Moslems.

[ am aware of the many complicating geographic, demographic
and other factors which would make such a solution difficult,
but not as difficult as reuniting Lebanon under one strong
government. It is just not in the cards. I cannot see for the life
of me how the Christians will be able to fuse or even co-exist
with the Moslems, who always were intolerant, and especially
now under the influence of Khomeini. It was the Moslems who
welcomed the PLO with the intention of becoming the dominant
power in the country against the Christians.

The idea is to arrive at a conclusion opposite to that which is
sought now: how to separate the Christians from the Moslems.
It is not my impression that the Moslems have developed a
distinct Lebanese national consciousness, but rather they still
continue to consider themselves South Syrians.

[ don't mean to say that this should be a conditio sine qua
non on the part of Israel, but Israel should let it be known, not
through secret intermediaries which could be interpreted as a
conspiracy, but publicly — that it will not oppose the reunification
of a part of Lebanon (predominantly Moslem) with Syria because
it will not see it as a threat to its security and vital interests.
Only the annexation of all of Lebanon, depriving the Christians
of the right to self-determination would be considered by Israel
as a threat to its security.

It goes without saying that peace between Israel and Syria
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has to be based on a demilitarized Golan. Israel's acquiescence
to the partition of Lebanon would probably please and satisfy
everyone concerned.

[ jotted down these lines for whatever they are worth. They
maybe all wet, but this is how I feel at this moment. It seems
to me that those who don't read the map, whether technically,
geographically, historically or emotionally, the way I just described
it, don't know what the tragedy of Lebanon is all about.

2) First of all, my compliments on your lecture at the yearly
Symposium at Tel Aviv University. I think it was very good and
clear, inasmuch as such a complicated proposition can be made
understandable.

3) You raised a plethora of questions in your letter and I
don’'t know whether I could answer on their merits all of them.

The Institute has no money apart from the $4,500. It existed
to some extent on the money I got from Paris (the Tunisians) and
then my fee from the Commission. Most of the miscellaneous
expenses, including Winona's compensation for her work, I
charged to the Commission. How much the Institute owes me
[ don't know because I didn't figure it out yet, roughly speaking
about $4,000. On the other hand, it was a great relief because I
did not have to worry about paying the rent, telephone, electricity,
American Express, Eli, and the miscellaneous expenses. To keep
the office of the Institute going, without special activities, requires
about $1,100.00 a month. As far as activities are concerned, it
depends on what one wants to do.

4) 1 wish I could convince you that the history and the records
of our work will be brought to a conclusion (if nothing happens
to me in the meantime and | continue to live and function). But
[ work under extremely difficult conditions because I have no
help, that is. I have no systematic help. Even when XXX worked
a very few months with me he was excellent in digging up
interesting documents. He is also useful in an exchange of views
and opinions about certain problems. On the other hand, he will
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never do what I ask of him if he is not interested, or does not
consider it important. He never does anything by himself even
when [ prepare the material. He can only tell me that it is good,
or one should omit it. I do not speak from an editorial point of
view because he doesn’t know English well. But | do speak from
the point of view of structure and methodology. In this he is of
little help and in certain cases he causes confusion... Anyhow,
he is out of the picture because after his nervous breakdown,
[ told him to take a job, any job which has nothing to do with
intellectual, academic or research work. After a couple of weeks
of hesitation, he listened to me and got a job practically the
same day. He works now in a wholesale stationery outfit, gets
about $260 a week and probably will be promoted in a month or
two to work with computers, and then his salary will be at least
$300 a week if not more. Thus his work is very hard physically
and also from the point of view of time. He has to be there at
9 o'clock and work till 5. In order to get there, he has to get up
at 7. Nonetheless I agreed that we will work on weekends in the
sense that [ will prepare for him a chapter for the documentary
record, and during the weekend he will write out his remarks.
Then, whatever I will accept as making sense, and he usually
makes sense, I will give to Winona to type. Several chapters are
ready anyhow so there is a good chance that this volume is in
the making and will be ready within the foreseeable future. I
speak in terms of months and not years, or even a year.

5) Among the many complicating factors there is also (and this
is not the least of them) my health condition. It is not satisfactory
because I have something in my stomach that Steinberg cannot
diagnose, and it actually wakes me up every night. It is a terrible
ordeal. Winona, too, as everyone of us who has eaten so much
cholent, does not feel at her best. Nonetheless we put ourselves
together daily and we perform a day’'s work.

6) This brings us to the question of a vacation. If we go for a
vacation, then the work on the volume will have to be interrupted
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for about 8 weeks. To go for a shorter vacation does not help me
nor Winona. It is difficult to explain but the fact is that when we
go, it takes us a week upon arrival to wind down, and it takes
us about a week at the other end when the vacation comes to
a close. | didn't decide yet what to do and I will let you know.

7) David Shapiro will write a satisfactory book. It will not
create a revolution. No book will create a revolution. Perhaps
mine will if all the volumes will be published, but short of that he
is an excellent candidate. I don't share your somewhat negative
appraisal of his doctoral dissertation. His chapter about us is a
good one. Though his thesis is on the Emergency Committee for
Zionist Affairs, but if you read it carefully there is a great deal
of criticism of that body and the people who composed it. But,
of course, he didn’'t dare speak articulately — to call a spade a
spade — and only people with a keen sense of analysis would
detect that his whole thesis is an indictment against the Zionists
regardless of the heaps of documentary material about their
activities and achievements. But [ cannot go into detail, nor am
[ sure that I will convince you. Of course there are other people
who would do a more articulate work about us. One is the girl
Kovitch whom I have written you about. Her dissertation, though
at Brandeis, I found terrific, both her attacks on the Jewish
leadership, and the credit she gives us. Even a better candidate
is a fellow by the name of David Pinsky. In order to have an idea
of his attitude, I am enclosing quite a few pages of his doctoral
dissertation (on the Response of the Jewish organizations in the
US to the Holocaust. He is still basically confused considering
us revisionists).

[ think that you have to offer each of them (whether we decide
upon Pinsky or Kovitch) at least $3,000, plus probably $1,000 for
traveling expenses, Xeroxing and typing. This is a rough estimate
and generally speaking I am not sure if either of them has the
time to do it, or for this amount of money.

David Shapiro has the advantage over all of them because he
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knows Hebrew and English equally well, and he is probably one
of the greatest experts on the whole period. He is right that as
a member of the Institute for Contemporary Jewry the prestige of
his study will probably be greater than that of Pinsky, or Kovitch,
or Eli.

8) It is true it took me some time until I answered Shapiro,
and [ promised to send him some material. He didn't write me
three times, only once. On the other hand, I phoned him before
that and made a certain arrangement with him that since he has
thousands of documents in his possession he should go through
them and pick out those which are relevant to our activities and
mail them to me against a certain financial compensation. I
told him what this compensation will be and his reaction was
enthusiastic. Since then [ heard no more from him about it. His
letter concerning the paper for Bar Ilan arrived later.

The trouble is that he wanted me not just go give him a few
documents but actually to give him the material for his whole
work. I was too busy at the time and too much under stress
from the Commission, and I just couldn’t take up a great deal of
my time to provide material for others. | keep on doing it but it
interferes greatly with my own work.

9) While speaking about material: I don't have the final report
of the War Refugee Board, but Rapoport can definitely get a
copy either at the library of the Hebrew University (probably
also at the library at Tel Aviv University, or at the Central Zionist
archives, or perhaps at Yad Vashem archives). | will try to get it
from Hyde Park, telephoning them, offering to pay in advance,
but I don’'t know whether I will succeed. To go to Hyde Park and
spend a day (even then they will not give it to you on the spot,
but will mail it to you, which sometimes takes ten days or two
weeks) would be a bother to me, but I will do what you suggest.

[ tried to reach Wyman, to ask him whether he has a copy, or
at least those parts which have to do with the financing of the
Committee, but he doesn’t live in Amherst (he lives somewhere
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in the country) and I don't have his telephone number there. 1
will try to find it.

10) Tel Aviv University should write directly to Yale to get the
microfilm of our material. It is a possibility that they will get it
free — or for $100 or $200. If they don't pay I will pay it from here.

11) I didn’t read Mike’s book nor shall 1. (He is very annoyed
and hurt). Therefore, I don’'t know exactly what you are talking
about. I do know that one of his motivations was a vendetta
against you, and if you noticed, he didn't mention the name
Bergson. My cooperation with him expressed itself in discussions.
(Of course if a man talks to me for so many years he picks up
ideas and makes them his own, usually in a distorted form). I
couldn’t, nor do I think could you, say that you don’t want to talk
to him. Nor could I in good faith tell him that he cannot have
any access to the archives, when total strangers do have. Yet
certain things I refused to give him, and if he refers to me I was
not quite aware of it simply because I didn't read the book. (He
gave me some pages of MSS and I reluctantly drew his attention
to some factual errors). I looked through the Index and I saw
very few references to me, and | was under the impression that
they were of no consequence. So if you think that there was
what you call collaboration, it is not based on fact. I was not
even aware that he mentions the Institute. I will now look up
in the Index and see if he did. I cannot see the connection.
As far as that episode of your resignation as Chairman of the
Hebrew Committee, | don’t know what he wrote in the book and
[ am sorry that it annoyed you, but as I told you a hundred
times and [ will repeat it until the end of my life, I just don’t
remember what it was all about and there is no use going back
to it. Even under torture I don’t think I would remember it. It
may sound incredible to you, as indeed it does to me, but there
is probably a psychological subconscious reason for this blank in
my memory. (see P. S.)

12) The Commission, as [ mentioned, created a storm, anyhow
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in the establishment. There is now enough material to write a
book about it, and perhaps a book will come out of it by itself.
Perhaps not the report but the storm. You read the article by
Lucy Dawidowicz, but there is tremendous pressure on Finger and
also on Goldberg. There is a campaign of character assassination
and academic disqualification directed against me personally in
a very nasty way. At the first meeting of the Commission the
spirit there was more or less the same as when we met some of
the Jewish leaders who asked that we withdraw the text of Ben
Hecht’'s Ballad of the Doomed Jews of Europe. Strangely enough,
the man who attacked me most virulently was Martin Peretz (you
will remember him at a meeting we had with Hertzberg). He is
absolutely sure that I am an agent of Begin and the whole thing
is a conspiracy that came from Herut. Goldberg opened the
meeting with the words: “I call the meeting to order and I have
to state that I did not join the Irgun.” In the meantime, a letter
arrived from Yehuda Bauer. I don't want to dwell in detail about
the turmoil it created. If you will have time and patience you will
read the enclosures which include:

a) Bauer’s letter;

b) Finger's letter (which I have written for him but he used

only about 35% of my text);

c) My answer to Bauer;

d) My letter to Finger about terminating my association with

the Commission; and

e) My letter to Goldberg.

Finger is, of course, relieved but on the other hand he is
confused and somewhat lost and he told me that he envies me
and his only hope now is that Eisner will refuse to subsidize the
Commission and then he will get rid of this headache. He said
he never in his life had a similar experience.

Give my fondest regards to Nili, Asti and Becky.

Cordially
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P. S. Addition to p. 9 No. 11. Sure I remember that suddenly
[ became Chairman of the Hebrew Committee and that you
remained in charge of the Political Department which, in any
case, was the central function of the Committee. There are two
documents in my possession: one, your letter of explanation to
the members of the Hebrew Committee as to what happened,
and a letter from me, I believe in answer to yours. I didn’'t read
them and | postpone reading them for a number of reasons, but
mainly because I have a feeling that in our political analysis you
proved right and I was wrong. But I'll come to it when I'll need
it for the History.

*
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May 10, 1983

Dear Hillel,

I know I shouldn't bother you with questions, but there are a
couple of things which I don’t understand and perhaps you could
be of help.

1) Enclosed is a letter from Wise to Weizmann which is
interesting in several respects. First, that he says his real purpose
in seeing FDR was the Hoskins’ conspiracy and not the question
of rescuing the Jews of Europe (though he mentioned it in the
conversation but this was not “the real purpose”).

Second, in the same conversation in which he protests a
possible statement “enjoining silence with respect to Jewish
claims in Palestine” he asks, however, that the Saudi prince
should not be permitted to make a statement about Palestine,
and indeed he thinks that the Jewish Army statement should not
have been permitted to be made.

Third, what Roosevelt said about Weizmann is not much of
a compliment. But the reason I am writing you is that he refers
to a statement by the Jewish Army Committee “the issuance of
which you rightfully call to account.” I don’t remember Roosevelt
ever having called us to account in connection with the Jewish
Army statement, unless he refers to Lucas’ anger in the Senate,
or Mrs. Roosevelt's telling you, if I remember well, that “My
Uncle Abraham Reports” was hitting below the belt — but this
last cannot be because the Uncle Abraham ad appeared several
months later. The Bermuda ad appeared on May 4th. Perhaps I
don’t read the letter correctly and he does not refer to Roosevelt
but to Weizmann having called to us to account. But then he
speaks only about his talk to the President and it is confusing.
Should you by any chance remember anything about it, please
drop me a line or two.

2) You told me how Senator Johnson, visiting the State
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Department, put an end to the Hoskins' conspiracy and he was
even fired or transferred. If you have patience, please tell me
your recollection in as much detail as possible. It is important
because everybody takes credit for scuttling Hoskins’ initiative.
Winona and I send our fondest regards to dear Nili, Asti and
Becky and, of course, to yourself. I still hope to hear from you.

Cordially

428 East 83rd Street
January 3, 1984

Dear Hillel,

1) I feel terribly embarrassed and a heavy load on my conscience
that I didn’'t write you all this time. There is a combination of
reasons of which the main one is probably my mood that is
growing darker as time passes. My own life and the conditions in
Israel to which, after all, it was dedicated for so many decades,
as well as in the Western world in general, have undergone such
substantive changes for the worse, that I don’t think they are still
reversible though, of course, one never knows for sure. To fully
realize these catastrophic changes one cannot judge them, as
Jabotinsky used to say, by the headlines of the last newspaper.
An elderly person like myself cannot judge the changes he
underwent by looking in the mirror, comparing it with what he
saw yesterday: the change is usually insignificant and in most
cases indiscernible. However, if one looks at a photo taken 40
years ago, or even 10 years ago, one is startled, if not dismayed
and frightened at the changes. The same thing is with Israel and
the Western world. One has to compare the present situation
with what it was decades ago.
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Since the beginning of the State no government really wanted
to seek a sensible solution to the Palestinian problem, as well
as of their own problem as a State. However, nobody, 1 believe,
except one person, Shwadron, (whose pamphlet I received when
[ was in the Knesset) — nobody thought that one should expel
the Arabs and to make the Jewish State Judenrein in the reverse.
Even Shwadron didn't say it the way it is now being discussed
openly, not only by Rabbi Kahane and the Gush Emunim but
in the general press. True, the general press doesn’'t advocate
it, but the papers report this proposition of getting rid of the
Arabs one way or another, by hook or by crook, as a legitimate
topic, and it pops up in various forms. Even the outside world,
or rather the governments, are not shocked and outraged but
they look upon it as something natural to Jews from whom one
cannot or should not expect anything better, more humane and
more civilized. But this is only one aspect that is frightening,
if one still cares to think about the destiny of Israel, and in
this connection also about the moral and cultural nature of the
Jews in the Diaspora. There is no real opposition in Israel to
this kind of thinking because if you scratch any Zionist Israeli
you will find that he is somehow, though in a sublimated and
rationalized form, for it. In a sense, and for the short haul, it
is perhaps better that there is no powerful opposition to the
government and its ideological shapers and motivators like the
Gush Emunim, Rabbi Kahane, and the other groups of the same
ilk, because if it were, it would not be a public discussion but
more probably some kind of a civil war and chaos.

As I mentioned more than once to you before, Begin was no
innovator. He took over the ideological, political and spiritual
luggage of Mapai and added a tremendous amount of his own.
Now, if the Ma'arakh would come back to power, I don’'t think
they would dare, or wish, or would be in a position to change
anything basically.

[ am sending you four articles by Shipler which appeared in
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the N.Y. Times in case you didn't have a chance to see them.
Even for me it was a disturbing experience to read them,
though there is not one detail in them that I didn't know. But
their concentration within the framework of a well-constructed
exposition seemed to me devastating. My feeling is that he gave
an objective picture, without malice or prejudice, and it is good
that it was published, revealing the true soul and system of the
government of the Jewish State which was supposed to be “a
light for the nations.”

The thought associations of many of the details, mainly in
language, are horrifying, and | would never have the moral courage
to spell them out. Also enclosed is a copy of the conclusions of
the Pentagon’s Commission investigating the disaster of October
23 in Beirut. On its own it is also an interesting document
though in quite a different field and nature.

2) The experiment with Lisa Kovitch seems to work out
and is achieving its purpose. True, she is not as brilliant or as
knowledgeable as I thought, but she is intelligent and informed
enough for the job. She is methodical both in work and in her
mind and is dedicated to the job with enthusiasm, which is not a
negligible thing. There is another good quality that I didn’t know
about: she is also a professional or semi-professional in book and
publicity graphics. Apart from that, her husband, who works in
an electronics industry, has the possibilities to photograph texts
in reduced form, as well as pictures at no cost. As an example,
[ am enclosing a few pages so that it may give you an idea of
what I am talking about. So far, I received 5 chapters and three
more she will bring on the 14th of January. The whole volume
will have — depending on the limits of one volume — between 17
and 20 chapters. It seems that in the next 3 months or so we will
be through with it, anyhow, I hope so. Of course, what I will have
from her is not going to be the final word. I am still working
on some editing, revisions, additions and deletions. But this is
not a difficult job and would not absorb any length of time. The
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main thing is to have the book in definite chapters — a framework
for each subject. My difficulty is that I was overwhelmed by my
own material and [ was rather confused and undecided what to
cut out and what to leave in, and where exactly each piece of
manuscript should belong. She is very helpful in this respect and
[ rely on her that she will finish the job in the same satisfactory
form that the first chapters show.

3) | was still distracted and somewhat under pressure with
the Commission on the Holocaust and this for 2 reasons: a)
Though Finger used in his Report more than 50%, if not 70%,
of my material, I had no patience to read it carefully, he did
not give me any credit in any place. My concern was not of a
personal character and not even my surprise at the cowardice of
this man, though he is not dishonest; he was just frightened to
mention my name because he knew that by doing it the whole
thing may collapse, and this is probably true. His subservience
to Goldberg is incredible though, to my surprise, he changed his
mind about him and told me that it seems [ was right about this
man from the beginning. That he is sincere in saying it is not
because he wants to placate me, but mainly because Goldberg
promised Finger $5,000 — but he never delivered it — and it is
questionable if he will ever get paid. Anyhow, all this, though
annoying and disturbing, is of no great importance. What worried
me is that they may copyright the material in a book which they
are publishing themselves (not by a professional publisher) and
then I may have difficulties in using my own material within
another context. I asked Esther Margolis about it and, strangely
enough, she herself is not very well acquainted with problems
of copyright. She wanted me to go to her lawyer, assuring me
that it will not involve any fee or expenses. Well, 1 could not
accept her offer because I have no time, no patience, and no
nerves for it. Then she remembered that there is a sure formula
to protect oneself, and this is to get a letter from Finger stating
that the material I submitted to the Commission was not on an
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exclusive basis, but that I can use it in any way or form, and on
any occasion. I typed out such a text which Finger signed and
returned to me immediately.

There is another thing about credit which I asked him to do,
which he agreed to. There was no chapter about the Emergency
Committee or the Bergson Group. Before leaving for Europe in
September I had very harsh talks and correspondence with him
about it, the result of which [ concocted at the last minute a
certain compilation of documents and excerpts from various
books about our activities. He agreed that he will include this
as a document but not in the text of the Report, except one page
in which he refers to this compilation of documents. It does
not sound bad and probably it is better than having a chapter
written by somebody else.

4) T am enclosing a report which will give you an exact picture
of the financial situation at this moment.

| have spoken to Neiman and he said “no”, simply and
definitely. He said he is fully committed to the Technion, or
whatever it is, I don't remember any more.

[ spoke to Paul Yanovich, who was very friendly, and who said,
at least twice, “I love Peter.” We spoke Hebrew. He said that if my
intention is to the general procedure, then it is OK. Otherwise
it is “no,” simply and definitely, because he is totally committed
to something — the Institute of Be’er Sheba or Sde Boker, I don’t
remember any more. Of course, I had to talk to them but it is a
very unpleasant experience.

5) Rapoport’'s manuscript arrived here and Saul Stern is
working very hard on it, mainly because he expects $2,000 or
more for the editing job. I read the manuscript and | don't want
to express my opinion before I know what you think about it,
or Esther Margolis, or Saul Stern, except for my conclusion:
It should be published and, if possible, soon, despite all my
reservations, which are many and substantive. 1 say “soon”
because it is my impression, but only an impression, that both
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Esther and Saul will not consider the latter's edited version the
final one, but they visualize to still write another one which may
prove to be the final one.

6) Someone in cooperation with a foundation (I don’'t know
which) published a 17-volume work on the Holocaust. In one
of the volumes they reproduced your letter about the threat of
using gas against the Nazis and all the documents of the Chiefs-
of-Staff.

Winona’'s health seems to have improved considerably. The
tests here proved negative, and also her foot is about healed.
About my own health and feelings, | told you at the beginning
of the letter, but I came across a line from Kafka that is very
congenial to me:

“The Day of Judgement is in reality a summary court in
perpetual session.”

If you have a few minutes time and patience, please write
to me about your own health, and though we don't celebrate,
Winona and I wish you and dear Nili and the daughters a good
New Year, good health, and any other satisfactions that you may
wish to have.

Cordially yours

P. S. On second thought I decided to send you not only a few
pages but a complete little chapter. It is not yet edited, though as
[ have written you, it needs editing in several respects. On Page
43 the Xerox people superimposed the note on the ad, but this
is just a mistake which I didn’t catch while making the Xerox. In
the original the note is separate from the ad and doesn’'t cover
up the lower part with the coupon.

*
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March 20, 1984

Dear Hillel,

In my last letter (Feb 27) I have written to you that Lisa Kovitch’'s
work slowed down considerably in the last couple of months
and, as you know, her explanation was that she was exceptionally
busy with her other work. To tell the truth, though I believed her
argument, it didn't stand to reason and I suspected there must
be something else, probably connected with her health, though
she is young and sturdy. I asked her if it had anything to do with
her health, but she denied it. Now it became clear to me that
what she told me about her other work was just an excuse, being
embarrassed to tell me the real cause, but under pressure of the
time table she wrote to me recently the real cause. Enclosed is a
copy of her letter. I spoke with her yesterday on the phone and
she didn't sound too well, though she kept reassuring me that
she will finish the work without any remuneration, after receiving
at the beginning of next month her last payment of $400.00. I
have no doubt that she means it and she will do it. But this
is not the question. The question is whether she will be well
enough to work intensively. If not, I am in a quandary. About
2/3rds of the work is done, but the 1/3rd or so is crucial. Apart
from the fact that what she has done still has to be edited by
me and retyped by her, 1 will wait until the end of this month
and then [ will try to arrive at a certain decision. It is not easy
for a variety of reasons: first, because I felt comfortable with her
and she filled the bill, more or less satisfactorily; and second, to
find somebody new is a very complicated thing, unless I decide
to have no editor for the last 1/3rd of the work and do it myself.
This, too, is difficult because of the abundance of material
and I am somewhat tired to sort it all out without advice from
somebody.

It is, in a sense, a fluky situation, but it happens. In the case
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of Wyman, even a worse thing happened. He gave his manuscript
to the publisher, who gave it to an editor quite a few months
ago. The editor disappeared with the manuscript and cannot be
found. After undergoing tremendous aggravation which seemed
to have bordered on a nervous breakdown, he succeeded to
convince the publisher to print his text as it is, except that he
will condense it. He now seems to be in a better mood and
probably the book will be published sometime by the end of this
year, or the beginning of next.

2) I have spoken to you on a couple of occasions and,
if I am not mistaken, | have also written you about some
information concerning Johnson's intervention at the State
Dept. about Col. Hoskins. When I was last in Israel you gave
me a copy of Marshall's letter to Johnson. I cannot find in
my archives Johnson'’s letter to him and I don’'t know exactly
what he complained or protested about to Marshall. Of course,
it had to do with the suggestion to gag public opinion as
far as Palestine is concerned. Actually the documents show
that he (Hoskins) didn't make this suggestion explicitly but
only hinted at it. The State Dept., under Hull, snapped up
the hint and undertook an initiative to issue a statement on
behalf of the President and Churchill and, if possible, other
Allied nations, calling for a cessation of any public discussion
for the duration. It was a purely American initiative and the
British went along with it quite reluctantly. It seems they had
somewhat of a keener sense for the constitutional right of
free discussion. Of course, behind all this fury were not so
much the Zionists, who propagated the Biltmore Program of
the Jewish Commonwealth after the war, as our activities for
a Jewish Army and the activities for rescue in the transition
period before the establishment of the Emergency Committee
to Save the Jewish People of Europe.

The Hoskins’ incident is a protracted one and went through
various “ghilgulim”, but our intervention through Johnson and
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probably also through Langer dealt with the first phase of Spring
1943. It seems, however, that the repercussions lasted for years,
as you will see from a memorandum from somebody at State
Dept. to Grew, who was at that time Undersecretary of State.
What the occasions was, to open up this case in the State Dept.,
isn't clear to me but I am sending you the document just to
show you that the State Dept. accused Sen. Johnson of having
leaked the news in April or May 1943. Drew Pearson’s column
which appeared much later (Aug. 8, 1943) says that “Senator
Langer of N. D. served notice that if the State Dept. puts through
this plan, he will demand an investigation.”

[ am sorry to bother you with all this since, after all, this was
not a major campaign of ours, but it is clear that thanks to your
initiative both the War Dept. and the State Dept. got frightened.
What [ would like to know from you, if you have patience, is for
you to tell me what you remember about Johnson’s intervention
with the State Dept. On more than one occasion you mentioned,
that as a result of this intervention, Hoskins was either fired
or sent back to the War Dept. If I pay attention to it at all,
it is because the Zionists take credit for having succeeded to
impress Roosevelt to suppress this initiative. Since modern
Jewish historiography lends tremendous importance to this
conspiracy, initiated by the State Dept. and described in detail
how the Zionists came out triumphant, I think it is worthwhile
for us to tell our part of the story (Note the chronological
sequence: Johnson intervened on June 9, 1943, while Wise saw
FDR on July 22, 1943). By the way, in Rabbi Wise's letter to
Weizmann of July 23, 1943, copy of which I mailed you some
time ago (it is a curious document), he says that FDR swore he
doesn’t know anything about it. In fact, however, I have several
documents which FDR initialed in his own handwriting, both the
communication to the British to join the U. S. in the prohibition
to discuss controversial matters during the war as well as the
text of the statement to be issued itself.
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While mentioning Wise's letter to Weizmann, and if you still
have it, you will see that Wise said to Roosevelt that if the Saudi
prince will speak of Palestine it will create trouble by us: “It
would be certain to evoke most acrimonious and unwholesome
discussion such as aroused as a result of the statement of the
Army Committee, the issuance of which you rightfully called to
account.” I believe I asked you at the time to what he referred,
as | don't remember any rebuke by Roosevelt against our ads,
except one which Mrs. Roosevelt informed you that her husband
considered it “hitting below the belt.” If you remember anything
about it, I would appreciate it if you would tell me. That is,
again, if you have time and patience.

[ am sending you the last financial statement. The Yanowicz
contribution was in the same spirit as usual.

[ am also enclosing an article about Riklis, though I don’t
know if it is of any interest to you. But here it made the front
page of Sunday’s New York Times.

Cordially

April 2, 1984

Dear Hillel,

1) Enclosed are two clippings from the NY Times about the
Report of the Holocaust Commission. It wasn't yet released but
somehow, for reasons which are too complicated to explain,
the N Y Times got an advanced copy and published the story.
You will see that they also published a shorter version in the
Sunday edition. It seems the Report will be released in book
form towards the end of this month.

Last year, before leaving N.Y., I tried hard to convince or
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force Finger to have a chapter on us which [ prepared in a hurry.
Actually it is not a summary of what we did, but a collection
of interesting documents and excerpts from historians rating to
our work. After some haggling, Finger agreed to include only the
second, though the major, part of that collection. It seems to
me, though I cannot judge, that it is interesting and may be one
of the more important parts of the publication, though it will
be given not within the text of the Report but as a special unit,
an appendix, or something of the kind. For weeks and months I
still had to argue with him about certain details of that chapter,
but slowly he went along and agreed to most of my suggestions.
Of course, 1 didn't yet see the book itself so I am not sure if it
is actually in, and if everything is in there as promised, but I
cannot conceive of Finger, who is basically a very honest man,
to play such a trick.

The N.Y. Times stories had repercussions, and similar pieces
appeared, as far as [ know, in the Boston Globe, the Los Angeles
Times and the JTA sent out a very detailed story. All in all,
the Report is a very incoherent and contradictory document
because it contains about 50% of what | have written (though
it was revised several times over) and artificially grafted some
summaries of what various organizations did, and apologetics
why they didn’'t do more. The general impression of people who
saw it is rather confusing. They don't know if it is a report that
condemns the leadership or defends it. Typical is Hertzberg's
sentence which the N.Y. Times also printed: “Guilty, but with
extenuating circumstances.” [ appeared on CBS T/V in a night
program and got several speaking invitations, most of which I
refused.

2) Lisa Kovitch’s condition didn’t improve and for me this is
a severe blow, because what it means is that I will have to finish
the volume myself, which is a bother. My patience grew thin to
concentrate on the selection of the documents. In this respect
she was a great help. It is a stroke of bad luck. I have no energy
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to ask somebody else because it may delay the completion of
the work and cause me all kinds of problems by getting involved
with a new person, and I don’'t even know who it can be.

3) I would like to have your reaction, if you will have any
and you will be willing to convey it to me: I am inclined to
apply for American citizenship. Why now? The truth is that there
was no good reason why I didn't do it for the last few decades
except the feeling that | was somehow averse to it, despite the
legitimacy in both countries of dual citizenship. You are the
most qualified person to understand the nature of this aversion.
However, a thing which has nothing to do with ideology, with
philosophy, with personal commitment, gave me an emotional
push to do it. I was pickpocketed again and my wallet contained,
among all the other papers, the alien registration card. This time
the event was also somewhat violent because the technique is
for the pickpocket to have some iron bars in his trousers and
to push strongly against the victim, thus hurting the person,
and while he is hurt he doesn’t think of his wallet because the
hurt is a great shock. It happened on the 79th St. bus as I was
about to get off on Fifth Avenue. Since this happened twice, |
got fed up with asking for a new alien registration card and I was
thinking, why shouldn’t I have a passport? It makes little sense
logically but I am conveying to you the way it happened. Do you
think it would be a mistake for my life’s record to get American
citizenship? As you explained to me, the Israeli authorities don't
pay any attention to it, and the Americans — the same. Not to
have had American citizenship was to me a handicap in several
respects and to some extent, it still is.

Apart from everything else, I am in such despair about
conditions in Israel, both its government and the people, that my
feelings of attachment and identification grow gradually weaker
and dimmer. If you have anything to say about it, please do, and
of course I will take it in due consideration.

Please convey Winona's and my own fondest regards to dear
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Nili, Asti and Becky. There are rumors that you are coming,
ototo... What is the truth about it?

Cordially

June 15, 1984

Dear Hillel,

1) I didn't write because I am depressed, frustrated and distracted
by a never ending chain of trivialities. You are right when you say
that at our age one has to expect a variety of “mekhushim”, and
it seems to me I have them all starting with the eyes, nose and
teeth, and ending with the soles of my feet,

2) Anyhow [ am in the doldrums and my almost continuous
self-psychoanalysis is not easy to discuss, let alone by letter.
Often an expression of Rabelais crosses my mind, though there
is no real analogy. He probably was the greatest humorist or
satirist of all times apart from being a practicing physician, a
monk who escaped a monastery, a vagabond, a philosopher, a
theologian and a revolutionary in many a field of thought and
conventions, yet before he died he expressed regret that he was
not born to a peasant family, because “a cabbage-planter has
always one foot on the ground and the other not far from it.” As
[ said, this is not an analogy (ein hamashal domeh lanimshal) —
but if I were free to choose my destiny I wonder whether I would
have chosen one that contains so much fury and imagination
that has driven me all my life, and looking back with mixed
feelings and confused appraisal — both of excitement in having
participated in the greatest human adventure in history, — the
re-establishment of the State of Israel — yet having been an
organic part of a people and civilization which was wiped out,
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which cannot be resurrected, or renewed and duplicated: “dos
Yiddishe folk”. And to the aspirations, the vision, the aim of a
Hebrew renaissance both achieved and yet wasted, distorted,
and above all dishonored, parading in shame as a society of
obscurantism, sick materialism, crazy messianism that brought
about hallucinatory evil deeds, racialist attitudes, and prisoners
of some distorted primitive and murderous memories of a most
ancient past. The reality has nothing to do with the vision to
which we dedicated our lives. With all this I don't mean to say
that it ended in dust, but the rebirth of a new, normal, sane and
creative Israel is not to be expected in my lifetime; perhaps in
one or two generations hence.

3) Yet I am compulsively busy, still working like mad, that
is, writing, revising, researching, reading new material, etc. Apart
from all that, I hoped to hear from you in connection with my
letter of April 2, and I also expected to receive the documents
Rapoport gave you. | am glad you became interested in them
and read them. Be that as it may, I feel guilty for not having
written you.

4) Now, to come down to more earthly things: | have written
that I intend to apply for American citizenship and I hoped you
would tell me what your reaction is. Meanwhile I received a
questionnaire and after reading the oath of allegiance, I came
to the conclusion that this is not for me. The oath begins with
the words:

"I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any
foreign prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, of whom, |
have heretofore been a subject or citizen;”

Then follows the positive part of defending and supporting the
Constitution and laws of the U.S.

It is difficult for me to understand how all those tens of
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thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of Israelis who consider
themselves (and probably many of them really are) tremendous
patriots of Israel can give such an oath. The same goes for all
those American Gush Emunim people who settled on the West
Bank or the Golan Heights, but nonetheless keep their American
passports.

[ thought that American citizenship implies a positive oath of
allegiance to America without renouncing anything, especially in
such categorical terms, though if this were the case there is still
a contrast and conflict which was the reason that for decades I
was averse to apply for American citizenship, though it caused
me some difficulties and handicaps.

[ was told that one can obviate this oath by obtaining a
certain letter from the Naturalization Department confirming that
they are aware that the applicant holds and will continue to hold
[sraeli citizenship, or something to that effect. I don't believe in
it and I have no time or patience to find out, so I am forgetting
about the whole thing for the foreseeable future.

5) I still think it is worthwhile to publish Rapoport’s manuscript
especially since Esther Margolis is a bona fide publisher. The
reason for my opinion is not that it is a good book — it is not —
but because I think it is good to have as many books published
about us - good, bad or indifferent. So far no good book
appeared and I don't consider Agassi’'s book anything but good.
Yet I suggested — I believe I was the only one — who advised
you that it should be published. Nothing terrible happened, nor
will happen, but though I didn't see anything in the press, some
people have already read it and many more will read it in the
future. I understand there was an interesting symposium about
the book and it was reported at length in the Jerusalem Post. I
didn't see it yet and I'll try to get a copy both of the symposium
and the report in the newspaper, that is, if my information is
correct. I still think that Agassi's work is a mishmash of many
things; in some respects a misunderstanding and in others
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confusing — it is nonetheless a testimony to something very
important that existed, as well as an attempt to explain and
interpret some ideas, though esoteric, yet challenging the
conventional clichés and beliefs which are the fountainhead of a
great deal of our major troubles and disasters — and the future
is still open to even greater misfortunes.

Rapoport is of a different kind but nonetheless tells a story,
again distorted but in essence of great importance that something
was done against the opposition of a wide coalition of Jews and
non-Jews of governments of mighty powers. The obstructionism is
of no less importance than our own work and struggles, precisely
because we didn't win greater victories (if victories there were)
because of this obstructionism, this united front of the Jewish
leadership and FDR and the British. In history the reasons for a
defeat (and there is little doubt that ultimately we were defeated
on all fronts and our successes were meager and too late) are
often more important and edifying than the struggle undertaken
on behalf of a great cause, or in the defense of the security and
survival of a people, or a group, an entity — and our struggle was
literally for the survival of the Jewish people of Europe.

6) 1 am sending you a report of a conversation Nahum
Goldmann and Stephen Wise had with Samuel Rosenman on
Oct. 6, 1943 (I am not sure if you have seen it). What I find
intriguing is why FDR read our ads with such interest and was so
emotional about them. I only know of three instances:

The one from Goldmann’'s memorandum of his conversation
with Rosenman. It appeared on the day of the March of the Rabbis
in Washington (on Oct. 6, 1943). I try to understand what caused
the anger and threats. [ am sending you a copy of the New York
Times which appeared one day before — on October 5th. The only
change in the text of the Washington Post was in the paragraph
about the word “Today” preceding Wednesday, October 6, etc.
Could it be that what enraged FDR was the fact that it speaks of
500 Rabbis representing 3,000,000 Jews and then parallel to the
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item about the Day of Intercession by 6,000 Christian churches,
or the Petition to the President? In retrospect I am impressed
with the power and candor of our language, though the style
was polite and the appeal to the President respectful. Perhaps
the compactness of the information and the open indignation
were precisely the causes which provoked FDR’s ire and made
his blood boil, to an extent that he had to threaten to undertake
collective punishment against all the Jews and all the Zionists.
Your recollection that the Zionists in general, and Stephen Wise
in particular were in panic is correct.

The second case | know of is from Wise’s letter to Weizmann,
July 23, 1943, about the meeting he had with the President the
day before (I sent you a Xerox of the letter some time ago). In that
conversation, if you remember, Wise reminded Roosevelt that an
ad of the Jewish Army Committee “of which you rightfully called
to account” — I wonder to which ad he refers. It could be one of
the Bermuda ads (two versions: “to Gentlemen at Bermuda” in
the Washington Post, April 20, 1943, and “....Bermuda was a cruel
mockery” in the New York Times on May 4); or the ad with the
appeal to Churchill (New York Times, May 16, 1943); or any of a
dozen other ads during the three months before July 22, 1943,
the day Wise saw FDR. I am wondering how Wise knew about
FDR'’s displeasure since | am not aware of any meetings between
Wise and Roosevelt between Dec. 8, 1942 and July 22, 1943? I
am also wondering whom FDR called “account to”: Wise? the
Zionist leadership? the leaders of all the Jewish organizations? In
perusing the reams of documents which were declassified in the
last ten or fifteen years, I couldn't escape the impression that
the Administration, including the White House, were confused
and not sure that we really acted independently without
a hidden understanding and coordination with the Zionist
leadership (The British even thought that the Americans, too,
are in the conspiracy). At all events, the President and the real
court Jews — Rosenman — Frankfurter (Wise only pretended or
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aspired to that role) actually thought that the Jewish leadership,
if it tried hard enough, could liquidate us. The latter surely tried
hard enough not only because they were told to, but mainly
because it was in their own interests. The interests of the anti-
Jewish Administration and the Jewish leadership coincided, if not
identically. It is in part because of that confusion that Roosevelt
accepted the Hoskins proposal to make no distinction and gag
them all. In parenthesis | should like to point out what kind of
dupes the Zionist leaders were — Weizmann, Wise, Goldmann,
etc.: they revered Sumner Welles as the greatest friend of the
Jews, almost a “khasid umot ha'olam”. In fact, he, like every
policy organization, played the good cop who offers the suspect
or accused a cigarette and a smile, while the bad, cop is a brute
who beats the guy up and threatens him with dire punishment.

In a sense, this intention to punish all the Jewish leaders for
our “crimes” reminds me that when the British Administration
was furious at the underground, they arrested the leaders of
the Jewish Agency, the Mayors of the larger towns, etc. (not Ben
Gurion because he was at the “time in Paris — “the black Saturday”.
Of course the analogy is faulty because it took place after the
Haganah joined the underground and blew up the bridges, which
was considered, and rightly so, an act of terrorism. But the fact is
that the British didn’t succeed to arrest Begin, Yezernitsky, Gidi,
Nathan, Sneh, because they knew how to protect themselves,
therefore the British saw a compensation in the arrest of civilian
leaders, many of whom were totally innocent. The American
Administration — through a dozen agencies working on it — tried
to liquidate you but didn't succeed, because of the protection of
our friends in Congress and in other high places. But one should
not think that the Zionists, whether in conspiracy with us or not,
were not a nuisance to the Administration with their constant
hammering about Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth — to be
decided during the war for a project to be materialized after the
war. This looked to FDR and the State and War Departments,
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as well as to the OSS, as provocative and harmful for “the
prosecution of the war” (what ever that might have meant). So
they decided to gag them all mainly because of our activities.
And it seems to me that one is justified that the main credit for
thwarting the Hoskins' scheme is due to us, or rather to your
interventions.

The third indication that FDR read our ads is through Mrs.
Roosevelt. | am not familiar with the conversation you had with
her, but it is my impression that she referred to Ben Hecht's
“My Uncle Abraham reports”. Smertenko also told me on several
occasions that when she spoke about her husband’s rage in
connection with the ads, she wept.

If you remember something more concrete, or a more correct
version please let me know, if you have patience.

[ am intrigued by FDR’s obsession with our ads. I don’t think
FDR really saw the newspapers, but only summaries of them —
and perhaps clippings. If this is the case, | wonder who it was
who, during the turmoil of battle on the various fronts and many
problems the President had to deal with, thought it important to
bring to his attention our ads. If | had any help I would try to
clarify such problems, but as things are I am left guessing.

7) 1 said before that I know of only two meetings between
Wise and FDR (the first was in a delegation of five representatives
of all the major Jewish organizations). I am mentioning it, and
it seems to me I have on occasion spoken to you about it, or
written you, because the main theme of criticism by the Zionists
and their attacks against us was that we are not representative
of the Jews neither here, nor in Palestine, or anywhere else,
asserting that the Jewish Agency is the officially recognized
representative to deal with the government here, or in Great
Britain, or in other capitals. They propagandized their influence,
their connection with the great and mighty. The leaders of other
Jewish organizations like Wise and Proskauer, etc, had different
claims and explanations for their legitimacy and influence, while
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always implying that we are interlopers and con-men, while they
have mighty influence upon the Administration, especially the
White House.

As to Rabbi Wise, they created the myth of how close he was
to FDR, how accessible the White House was to, him, as if he
could freely see the President whenever he chose. He saw him
alone, as I mentioned, once or perhaps twice during the war
years.

As to Weizmann, I am not sure if Churchill saw him even once.
Every time Weizmann asked to see the Prime Minister he referred
Weizmann’'s communication to somebody else, explaining that
he cannot see him because whenever he does, he cannot sleep
at night (that is, before he was Prime Minister). Which reminds
me of the joke that a “kabtzan” came to a rich man asking for a
“Nedava” 11271. The rich man rang for his butler and said: “Throw
him out; listening to him breaks my heart.”

At the press conference announcing the establishment of the
Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, answering a question
of a journalist who repeated this charge, you said that they — the
Zionist leadership are not free people. They are controlled by the
British, etc.

8) To tell you about the convolutions of the Report on the
Holocaust would take pages and pages, of the little I know,
because I tried my best to leave Finger alone and was only in
rare contact with him, except about this chapter or appendices
about the Emergency Committee. Until it took final shape
(which T enclose) I had to intervene with him several times
because in the first printing of the Report it was so distorted,
so incomprehensible, that if I didn't know Finger | would surely
think it was intentionally sabotaged. It had no title, that is, the
Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of Europe; it
was not listed in the table of contents; the sequences of the
pieces were all mixed up; two pages were missing. I told Finger
that it reminds me of the Jewish joke of writing (13) with seven
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mistakes, though it is only spelled with two letters. I don’t think
it was conspiratorial sabotage but it showed that Finger was
reluctant to give in altogether because Goldberg and the others
were against it, and he had to maneuver to put it in. But when
he prepared it for the printer he did it in a most sloppy way. |
also succeeded to convince him, or rather pressure him to make
some revisions in that chapter signed by Goldberg and Hertzberg
as well as in a few other places. I didn't yet see the second
printing; it will be delivered by the end of next week. But in
the meantime he sent out (so he promised me) the revisions
in the appendix No. 6 (with the correct name of the Emergency
Committee and the sequence, etc.) to all those who received
copies of the first printing. I hope he kept his word. In the past
he promised several things and in certain cases he did not keep
his promise.

The first printing was 300 copies (about four or five hundred
pages — they are not even numbered consecutively). The second
printing will be 500 copies. But it is not really printed like a
book, but typeset in the office and photographed and duplicated
like offset. It is a new process | am not familiar with. Anyhow,
the first 300 copies were disposed of like hot cakes — 150 sent
to the members of the Commission, to the various Jewish
organizations, and the press. The rest was sold at S15 a copy, |
believe. When I will receive copies of the new printing I will send
you one airmail, though quite heavy, much heavier than let’s say
a 500-page book. I am quite sure you will not be interested in
reading it, but you may wish to leaf through it.

Except for the pre-publication story in the New York Times
which was picked up by the wire services, some newspapers,
and the Anglo-Jewish press, it did not cause a ripple. I didn’t
read it except the few pages I guessed had to do with us. I am
both bored with this, and annoyed. Finger paid a visit last Friday
to the office and was extremely apologetic, saying that he was
faced with a dilemma - to have any report at all but treating my
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name taboo, or throw in the sponge without issuing a report.
He chose the second alternative, first, because he felt a certain
responsibility; and second, because he thinks that having used
most of my draft and having added material about the activities
of the various Jewish organizations, the result was a balanced
overview, avoiding conclusions, leaving the readers to judge.
Well, I refuted his opinion and told him that it is not a coherent
document, lacking any sensible structural form and analytical
content. It is self-contradictory and in certain respects absurd,
apart from being a distortion of historical events. He took my
criticism as he usually does, in a friendly spirit. To my surprise,
some people like Riebenfeld found the Report very interesting
and ordered three additional copies, after having read it. Eisner
is satisfied, even takes some pride in it, though it is the opposite
of what he wanted at the beginning; but somehow it helps him
to be accepted by the Jewish establishment. Finger is happy
because it suddenly made him famous (this happened mainly
because of the passionate controversy around my name), and
Goldberg is in Seventh Heaven. On the other hand, I heard
that some of the establishment people are unhappy because it
contained some criticism of the leadership of their organizations,
and some journalists of the Anglo-Jewish press criticized the
Report because it contained nothing new; it's a poor rehash of
things that were published years ago.

9) I had a three-hour conversation with Feingold. He was
extremely friendly and most generous with compliments, having
read my original draft. He praised my style (“you are a very
talented writer”) and said that my draft is not only interesting
but illuminating. During our conversation he kept on writing and
said that he learned from me important things: for instance, that
the Jews were afraid to write their own history because they were
embarrassed by their defeats. These are his words, not mine, |
didn’t say them, but this is what he understood from my opinion
about Jewish historiography. But the main thing, he said, is that
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[ must publish my draft in a somewhat amplified — book form —
and he believes that potentially a publisher may be interested.

Of course, this is not on my mind. I am beside myself
that Lisa Kovitch became ill and didn't yet recover. Too many
complications occurred from the original mishap which triggered
a chain reaction. Every week she says that in a few days she
may be able to resume work, but she is still handicapped. Of
course, she recovered a great deal but is still in pain (in her
left leg) and it is no use going into clinical details. The fact is
that T remained stuck, and though I tried to continue the work
by myself, I need help. On the other hand, I have no patience
to start with somebody new, which would require coaching and
probably endless discussions about style, language and various
points. I'll see, perhaps next week she will be well enough to
resume work. If not, in despair I'll ask for help from somebody
else. There are several candidates.

10) You asked me who will publish it if it is finished. And
where will the money come from? I know these are weighty
problems, perhaps even of a decisive nature. But I am not
worried. I'll see what can be done when I'll a have a finished
product of at least one volume. There are now changes in the
publishing world and such books are much more difficult to have
published than in the past. But as | said, we will see.

11) I hope you finished reading the documents Rapoport gave
you and you will have a chance to return them to me through
Arav. If it will happen soon, I may give him a copy of the Report.

12) There is no use re-evaluating the timing of the
Proclamation of the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation.
Any timing would be as bad or as good. The time we did it had
great advantages. Even at that time the problem of identifying
the specifically chosen victims of Hitler was still sorely needed.
The refusal of FDR to recognize this fact persisted after the War
Refugee Board was created. His instructions to Robert Murphy
to choose carefully the some odd 900 refugees for Oswego so

372



that it does not appear as a purely Jewish group is characteristic.
The demand of the Hebrew Committee to re-establish temporary
shelters in Palestine is of great importance, at least of having
been on the record; that is, if history is of any value. Apart from
that, the Hebrew Committee didn't weaken, in my analysis, the
rescue campaign but strengthened it.

True, the hysterical attacks on behalf of all the Zionist
institutions and their satellites culminated with the Proclamation
of the establishment of the Hebrew Committee of National
Liberation, but they started from the beginning and grew in
crescendo with each passing month, often with each passing
day. The campaign to influence or pressure the signers of the
Proclamation on the Moral Rights of the Palestinian and Stateless
Jews took place in a most feverish atmosphere at the end of 1942
and the beginning of 1943. In fact, it continued for a couple of
years — this effort became a permanent institution with a special
staff. I have copies of the list of all the nearly 3,000 signers whom
the Zionists contacted at least once, and many several times. (I
got the list from the Zionist archives, with the marks near every
name, indicating their answer or disposition.) It seems that
apart from the 46 or so Rabbis who withdrew their signatures — |
don't understand exactly how one can withdraw one’s signature
— and the case with Mrs. Brandeis’ denial that she ever signed
(we reproduced the card with her signature) the results were
meager. Some promised, probably to get rid of being bothered,
but they never contacted us. The scandal atmosphere created in
connection with Ben Hecht's ad “70,000 Jews for Sale” broke out
in February 1943. Wise's letter to Ickes is dated December 27,
1943. His letter to Truman was in May 1943, Waldman’ s demand
to deport you (his conversation with the State Department
people and all the epithets attached to you including “racketeer”)
was expressed on January 10, 1944. Church’s resignation was
November 22, 1942. But the most vicious, villainous campaign
was around the Rescue Resolution before, during and after the
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hearings, which took place in November-December, 1943. I read
the proceedings with incredulity. You certainly remember the
experience: how can one forget such malice and passionate evil?
A curious detail which I am not sure if I gave it to you, is about
the short dialogue between Rabbi Berlin and Sol Bloom:

Bloom: It goes without saying that you are against the
Roger's-Baldwin Resolution:

Berlin: No, on the contrary, | am 100% for it.

Bloom: I can’t understand; all the Zionist leaders besieged me
to explain why this Resolution is a calamity and must not pass,
and you, a member of the World Executive of the Z.O. are for it.
(From a report by Berlin to the Zionist Executive in Jerusalem,
Jan. 16, 1944.)

[ can go on and on, but | know that you may wonder why I
am enumerating things which you know first-hand.

On the other hand, had we postponed the Proclamation of
the Hebrew Committee, the turn and impact of events might
have induced us, for one reason or another, not to proclaim
it at all, or to postpone the decision time and again, until it
would have been too late to compel Begin to espouse, at least
in principle, the idea of Hebrew sovereignty, threatening the
Zionists to proclaim a Hebrew provisional Government.

[ don't want to give you the impression that [ am arguing the
point you made. For all I know you may be right, except that it is
difficult to know for certain what the results would have been —
whether it would have given us a better name, greater influence,
and substantially less abuse which, in turn, would have made
a radical difference. The basic idea of the Hebrew Nation, the
distinction between Hebrews and Jews still holds good, in fact
much more so, because with the establishment of the State it is
no longer a matter of ideology but, in my view, (and [ am certain
in yours as well) it is a matter of being, or not being. The destiny
of both Israel and the diaspora depends upon this solution we
proposed. We personally may not live to see the day, but it will
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certainly come, when this conception of ours will prevail and
becomes the basis for the existence of the State as well as the
welfare, liberties and creativity of the diaspora.

13) 1 had a long phone conversation with Sol Stern this
morning and it was a most disturbing experience. I called up to
find out how you are and also to ask him about Rapoport’'s book.
But he was mainly eager to speak enthusiastically about how
interesting and fun Israel is. I asked him what he means — and
in the course of the conversation it became clear to me that
he has some fascination mixed with a strange sympathy for the
Gush Emunim people and their crazy terrorists, their passion to
expel the Arabs, to make pogroms and do what the anti-Semitic
countries wanted to do to us, but actually did not. (I speak about
the pre-Hitler period). My mind is blocked — perhaps because of
creeping senility: I cannot understand how a man who was in the
vanguard of the civil rights movement, that is, for greater rights
for the negroes; who is a progressive in every respect, hates the
American establishment in all its levels, and doubts the validity
of American democracy; the same man, when it comes to Israel,
every human aberration, every evil instinct, every violent act,
every obscurantist madness is O. K. or almost O. K. He didn’t
express it in these exact words, but he almost suffered a stroke
when | said that Israel is the only voluntary totalitarian country
in the sense of total consensus when it comes to basic issues.
He said among other angry things that Israel is one of the freest,
most democratic and progressive, pluralistic societies in the
world, perhaps the greatest and purest. To me it is not a new
but a very said experience.

14) 1 hope you and Becky had a good time in London. Where
is she studying? In the London School of Economics, or in
another university? It seems to me that the London School is
one of the best, but the others are also first-class.

Everybody who saw you and spoke to you, told me how good
you look and how fine you feel. I am not surprised because both
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in Paris and in Israel last year I got the impression that you are
in very good shape. Keep up the good work — as far as your
health is concerned — despite your mood that may not be very
high.

15) To end with some sad items: Max Geltman died of a
convergence of multiple diseases, but in the last account it was
the heart. (It always is.) He suffered terribly in the hospital for
about three weeks and wanted to die, but the doctors did not
permit him. I liked the man and though he was an extremist — a
Communist, Trotskyite, the far left, then the far right (Buckley),
Gush Emunim and everything that it goes with, even religion,
he was interesting and even fascinating till the end, though his
body shrunk to a pitiful bundle of decay.

He wanted, in the tradition of Sholem Aleichem, to have a
good party for his friends and family after his death, and it took
place on a Sunday a couple of weeks ago. We were there and
his wife asked me to say a few words, which I did. Others also
spoke. But he, unfortunately, didn't hear me, otherwise he might
have approved and perhaps even enjoyed.

Another piece of sad news is about Joe Chaikin. He underwent
a third coronary bypass (open heart surgery) and during the
operation which lasted more than six hours he got a stroke,
which paralyzed the left part of his body, and he lost his speech,
not only from the point of view of sound but of constructing
words by writing them down on paper. Yet, there is a certain
amount of consciousness in his brain and there is hope that
with physical therapy and speech therapy he may recover part
of his capabilities. I think he will recover a great deal. It seems
he is aware of his condition, probably vaguely, and his ego is
terribly hurt. Anyhow this is what Chickie believes. It is a terrible
blow to her.

How is everybody? How did Becky acclimatize herself in
London? How is Asti and Nili? It is good that you didn't come
here now — it is the worst weather not only in my memory but
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also of people of my age born here. It is something hallucinatory.

Even nature went wild and out of kilter. It cannot control itself.
Winona sends everybody her love and so, of course, do 1.
You probably received my letter of April.

Cordially
WM wm
encls.

P. S. I got only one document — Isaiah Berlin's report of a
conversation with Goldmann dated Nov. 15, 1943. (By the way,
also before the establishment of the HCNL.) But you told me
that you have a second interesting document. If you can lay
your hands on it easily, please mail it to me. “Yikar shkhakhtit”
(*NNow P°Y): What are your plans? I understand that you intend
to come here for a more or less protracted visit. Could you tell
me approximately when to expect you, so we can synchronize
and not miss each other?

*

july 13, 1984

Dear Hillel,

Thanks for your comprehensive, thought-provoking and, in part,
polemical letter of June 26. A few days ago (July 9) I wrote you
about two practical matters and I mentioned that I'll come back
to your last letter. [ feel an urge to engage in a “shmus” with you
on several topics, though I am not sure if I'll succeed to make
myself better understood; or on the contrary, that it will only add
misunderstanding and confusion to the subject.

1) It is a melancholy experience that for all these years I
failed to clear up the misconception you have that I consider our
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work during the 1940’'s a failure or defeat. Of course, the main
reason is that [ said so in our conversations and correspondence.
But probably also because of my own shortcomings, on certain
occasions, of analytical exposition of complex problems.

[ always thought, and was proven wrong, that when I speak
of our failure, you would automatically understand what I
mean by that, without having to get into systematic analytical
explanations. I'll try to do it in this missive, as short as | can
(despite my inclination to verbosity) because this is a crucial
problem: without a correct self-evaluation we shall never be able
to explain correctly the nature, the scope and the achievements
of our work (and precious little time is left to do it ourselves).

My evaluation has to be viewed on three separate, yet inter-
related levels. One is the practical achievements in various fields
including primarily our direct responsibility for saving tens of
thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands of Jews who would
otherwise have perished under Hitler. Here | agree with you
totally and without any qualifications and reservations.

In my estimate, thanks to us — through the WRB and
our constant pressure on Pehle and the others of the newly
established Board — our suggestions and plans we submitted to
it — about 250,000 Jews had been saved. Of course it is difficult
to prove it scientifically and statistics are vague, unverifiable
(under the circumstances they could not be), and in some
cases contradictory. But if one reads carefully the official history
of the War Refugee Board (2 volumes) and the thousands of
relevant documents, cables, letters, plans, instructions, reports,
etc., spread over at least 3,000 pages, one can without difficulty
identify the actions inspired directly by our proposals and
suggestions in the various memoranda we submitted and the
talks you had with DuBois, Pehle, and probably with the others.
If one tries to add up the results of the WRB'’s activities in their
totality in the various countries and through various means, the
results are considerably more impressive than they themselves
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computed. One also should keep in mind that whatever the
JOINT, the Orthodox, the World Jewish Congress, the American
Labor Committee, the ORT individuals and groups of the
French underground did, was facilitated by the WRB. Without its
diplomatic contacts, its agents, its money and general umbrella,
practically nothing, or very little could have been done by these
groups and organizations. If it were not for the puny sums that
the JOINT and other Jewish organizations offered to the WRB
to finance its activities, much more could have been done. It
is difficult to conjecture how much, but probably the scope of
rescue would be different in kind and not in degree, that is, if the
finances would have come from FDR'’s discreet fund, he actually
offered, if I am not mistaken (and I don’t want to look it up now)
ten million as a beginning, instead of, under the circumstances,
only one million was given to organize the offices, or rather the
personnel, to appoint the few agents and establish contacts with
a number of American Embassies abroad.

By the way, I don't remember if [ have- written you, that the
WRB worked closely and probably mainly with the OSS (later the
CIA). 1 enclose a document which is quite extraordinary. Olsen
was instrumental in arranging Wallenberg’'s mission to Hungary
(he was responsible for saving literally thousands of lives. One
may perhaps surmise that Wallenberg, being an agent of the OSS,
was arrested, if this is the word (kidnapped is more accurate) by
the Russians when they occupied Budapest. The Russians sent
a luxurious limousine for him, saluted him with the greatest
respect, and during the few minutes while luring him into the
car, treated him as if he were a VIP of the first order. It is very
intriguing that when he left, he told his entourage: “It is not clear
to me whether the Russians invite me to a banquet to honor me,
or as a criminal to be sent to Siberia,” or words to that effect. (I
cannot look it up at the moment.)

My correspondence and the contacts with the various archival
branches of the War Department where the Bill Donovan papers
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are scattered — is a story in itself, and since nothing came out of
all the effort (including a trip by Eli to a place in Pennsylvania),
there is no use going into detail about the larger subject
of what happened to the reports the OSS received about the
Holocaust and were given to Arthur Goldberg, who seems to
have criminally put them somewhere in files which would take
a tremendous effort — time and money — to discover. Perhaps
someday somebody will. My impression is that a great deal of
these documents were destroyed.

Anyhow, to come back to your impression that I am not
conscious of our contribution to the rescue of the Jews: [ am aware,
and, after all, I dedicated years of my life to bring the documents
into some order to prove it and explain it. I have done it in great
detail in a variety of my MSS including numerous documents.

[ also agree totally with all the other achievements you
mention in your letter, including the awakening, activating and
energizing of American Jewry, which in later years overshot
the mark. I attribute the whole resurgence of self-confidence
and daring activities of the Jews on Israel's behalf, and their
generosity, to our activities. In my first outline of a book telling
our story, written probably in September 1961, about a quarter
of a century ago, I have said:

“...Having proclaimed the Hebrew Committee of National
Liberation with the undertones and functions of a
government-in-exile, it forced the vacillating and frightened
Zionist leadership (“The Jewish ‘Agency for Palestine”) to
proclaim on May 14, 1948, the State of Israel. Under the
impact of all these events (which I enumerated in the
outline — S. M.) American Jewry gained a new dignity and
greater self-confidence — free from previous inferiorities
and inhibitions. With generous heart the American Jewish
community opened its purse in an outburst of charity
unprecedented in history — financing the transfer and
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settlement of hundreds of thousands of Jews — and put
the newly born state, so to speak on its feet...”

At that time, a quarter of a century ago, you weren't, as usual,
impressed (and for good reason: What is there to be impressed
by?) but Betty liked it very much and so did Ratner. Hecht wrote
a strange letter, just for curiosity’s sake I am enclosing it (also
retyped because it is difficult to read) as well as my letter to him
a day or two before he wrote me.

Today, I would not write exactly, in the same vein because,
as you remarked rather mildly in your last letter, the Jews go
from one extreme to another — from cowardice to arrogance
and self-righteousness, interfering where it is not their business
to interfere, for instance in the question of the U.S. — Russian
relations and the Jackson Amendment, which was humiliating to
the Administration (Nixon, Ford, Kissinger), and a slap in the
face to the Soviets, regardless how much one may hate them,
and I don’t think anyone feels a greater aversion to them than
[. It is my conviction that in the long and not so long range the
results were negative, I hope not catastrophic.

To this point of having unleashed the energies which were
channeled toward calamitous directions, I will return in the latter
part of this missive.

[ also believe that we didn't just make “propaganda” for the
Irgun, nor that only the reorganization of the Irgun was our
initiative and our work. This in itself would not suffice. What
we have done was, first: we made the acts of violence of the
Irgun understandable to public opinion in the U.S. and France;
secondly, we created conditions by the mobilization of so many
important and celebrated personalities that the British could not
undertake draconian steps against the Irgun and the Yishuv. To
express it more simply: we saved the Irgun and the Yishuv from
political and, to some extent, physical obliteration by the British.
This, in turn, with our creation of the Hebrew Committee of
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National Liberation and the steps taken to create a government-
in-exile, led to the Proclamation of the State by Ben Gurion. All
this I have written about in great detail in my manuscripts. In
this respect we achieved great historic things.

On this level we are fully justified in claiming that we scored
impressive and unprecedented achievements. Our successes
deserve exhaustive historical and analytical treatment and, as
much as possible, to be fully documented. I have to repeat:
there is no disagreement between us. But there are other levels
concerning which I am profoundly disenchanted that we failed.
To be serious and credible, we have to evaluate our work not only
for what we achieved but also what we failed to achieve. After
all, we know the truth that we were not imposters or charlatans.
We were a group inspired by a grand design — a vision and aims
of tremendous scope, yet not utopistic but realizable. In this
grand design we failed. In this field the great aims which we
proclaimed and professed remained unfulfilled:

a) The Jewish people of Europe were not saved, nor the
majority of them; not even what Weizmann had hoped for before
the war that could be saved — two million — or what Jabotinsky
thought about the evacuation — a million. Regardless how
important each life saved is, the millions were extinguished, as
Ben Hecht, I believe, told me once “Like a single candle in the
night.”

b) We didn't achieve the creation of a Jewish Army of fifteen
or twenty divisions. In all probability we were responsible for the
British agreement to create the Jewish Brigade when the war was
practically over, and the scope and composition of that Brigade
it is better not to talk about — though a great many of them were
active in illegal immigration and, of course, Dov Gruner came
from the Brigade.

c) We didn’t achieve a free Palestine or a Hebrew Republic
of Palestine. I don't have to tell you what the Jewish State is; I
don’'t think anyone is more critical of it than you are, and you
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gave expression to your critical evaluation in the strongest and
most vivid terms.

We championed the establishment of a Hebrew Republic in
a free Palestine — free for all — Hebrew and the non-Hebrew
Palestinian population — on these higher levels of vision: of
struggle, of dedication, of education, of conviction — we failed,
we were defeated, not only the vision didn't become reality, but
what happened is that the establishment of the State of Israel is
the opposite of what we visualized, and instead of progressing
toward normalization, it degenerates into a racialist, crazed,
obscurantist society, where crime is rampant, demoralization is
endemic in the system of government, and in the very nature and
composition of the society. All the plagues are contained in that
body politic, either immanent or patent, and what is worse than
anything else is the tendency to mass suicide and the proclivity
to demolition of the state and self-destruction of the people.
What hurts me more than anything else is that Israel became
an instrument of death, not so much of the Arabs, but of Jews.
Israel is the most exposed place in the world, where daily, death
stalks around the corner.

It is in this sense that I feel defeated. Perhaps I should not
say that we were defeated as a group; perhaps you don’t share
this feeling and you are exhilarated by what was achieved. One
cannot deny that the very establishment of the State of Israel
is perhaps the greatest event in history, at all events the most
bizarre, in the sense that it defied all the norms of human
behavior and the laws of nature. The Israeli military victories
are also an extraordinary and astonishing phenomenon. All this
is true. But does it outweigh the annihilation of “dos Yiddish
Folk™?

You know my thesis — that the establishment of the State
of Israel cannot and should not be considered a Happy Ending
to the Holocaust. Auschwitz has no Happy Ending. But I
believe that the opposite is true; the sudden conversion of the
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Zionists to a Jewish State in 1942 and their obsession with
the Commonwealth idea, to be established after the war — the
Holocaust was facilitated because no appropriate measures and
steps were taken to stay the hand of Hitler. Only we understood
that the conditions demand to desist from the agitation and
public struggle for Palestine (in the sense of its political status
after the war) and concentrate only on rescue. With all the
Zionists, the Commonwealth became an idée fix and wrought
tremendous havoc in the struggle for the survival of the Jewish
people of Europe. Israel, in this sense, was not a “happy ending”
but an extremely high price in human lives.

As mentioned, we unleashed tremendous energies among
the Jews in general, and the youth in particular, but we didn't —
how could we? — know for what aims the new dynamism will be
used. What I said about the campaign for rescuing Russian Jewry
is also relevant, but probably with much graver and dangerous
consequences, about the variety of groups which sprang up in the
last 17 years of a religious-racialist fanaticism. Our activism at
the time was rational and controlled. But we were misunderstood
by our “followers” or “disciples” of a generation or even two,
later, like Rabbi Kahane and his followers, and Rabbi Levinger,
the Gush Emunim, Techyia, etc. I don't mean to say that all of
them know about our activities, but some of them — the leaders
— do know. This is not just a bizarre coincidence (though the
phenomenon is bizarre) that all these fanatics of the Gush
Emunim, Techyia, like Marcia/ Feinstein, Bobby Brown, Nimrod,
and others, are so insistent in seeking my personal friendship
and continue to do so with sincere enthusiasm, though they
know exactly where | stand. But they disregard our present
opinions, and what appeals to them and thrills their emotions
are the example we set during the time we were active. In this
distortion of our views and actions lies the grave danger to the
very destiny of Israel.

The Gush Emunin and the Arabic Jews constitute the character
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and temper of the country. Many years ago [ said that Meir
Kahane is not a lunatic fringe type — he is the open exponent
of what most Israelis feel, think and hope for, but don’t dare
express openly or publicly. And what that temper is, one cannot
define in a simple formula — but it is definitely racialist and
murderous. There are reasons for it and one can understand it,
but not condone or justify it in any way, not only because these
are evil and pernicious but also, if not mainly, they are suicidal.
You are quite right about some qualities of a considerable
number of people in Israel who are dynamic, talented, etc. but
they are also corrupt and constantly confused.

The Bohemians in cultural countries are not plagued with
crime. In Israel they are not only non-conformist, permissive and
bizarre, but in many cases an Israeli is talented and dynamic
and at the same time criminal in a literal sense, whether he is
in the country or abroad. I read somewhere that proportionately
the number of Israelis on the Most Wanted list of Interpol is
inordinately high — I don’'t remember the exact figures, but if I
am not mistaken, they actually top the list. Among them are a
number of talented people, especially in the entertainment and
artistic spheres. In social or political thinking they are either
totally disinterested, or wildly chauvinistic and irrational.

The demographic composition — the Arabic Jews — is a problem
which perhaps may never be solved satisfactorily, as it wasn't
solved in any Arabic country as far as the general population is
concerned, regardless of the influence the French and British had
on these countries — and one should not underestimate the scope
of this influence. The imperialist powers gave their colonies and
protectorates a language, a judiciary and European culture; Algeria
till now is for all intents and purposes, French. Before liberation it
was totally French. I doubt if Ben Bella understood Arabic. Anyhow,
most of the educated classes didn't know Arabic. To a lesser extent,
this can be said also about Tunisia. It is characteristic that whenever
Bourguiba made a speech in Arabic, the propaganda underlined
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what a fine Arabic he speaks. India had no language until the British
taught them English. Despite the fact that the colonial powers
introduced educational, social and judicial institutions, none of the
fifty or more odd countries who were under colonial rule developed
even a semblance of a democratic and humanist regime. These
people, whether African Islamic, pagan or Asiatic in their variety of
oriental religions (if one can call them religions — as Christianity
or Islam), none of them have the capacity or the innate inclination
to live within the framework of a European system of government.
There is no reason to believe that the Jews of Arabic countries
who constitute the majority of the Jewish population in Israel will
become amalgamated to the European population. All the signs
indicate an opposite direction or orientation. The Askhenazim
take on more and more of the Levantine and Arab psychology.
The terrorist group now on trial is a typical Arabic phenomenon.
Though most if not all of the participants are Ashkenazim. Despite
all their confessions and love of country and devotion to God, it is
Islam and not Judaism — and not European.

Something also has to be said about the outstanding
personalities in the field of literature. Actually, in my ignorance,
[ am aware of only three very talented people: Amos Oz, Alef
Bet Yoshua and Aharon Appelfeld. None of them is really great,
and despite the fact that they are translated into English and
French they are parochial. I don’'t want to touch now upon the
themes of their novels — I am not even familiar with them — but
it is interesting that they are looking for the origins of Israel’s
predicament. Somehow you get the impression they are almost on
the right track, when they suddenly swerve and wind up in absurd
thoughts and solutions. It is also discernible in them disturbing
inclinations, especially in Amos Oz. First, they are obsessed with
the psychic subconscious guilt and ambivalence towards the
Arabs. Now there is a second or an additional phase in their
search. Amos Oz, for instance, wants to understand the mentality,
motivations and the furies of the Arabic Jews. There is nothing
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wrong with that, expect in my estimation it is somewhat sterile
because they don't come to any conclusions: they are mostly
bewildered. I am saying all this in order to give some explanation,
or perhaps it is only a rationalization, of my feeling that Israel as
a social and political entity is in for great trouble and upheavals
but scarcely for any basic re-evaluations and reforms. As I always
try to emphasize, I don't mean that it is hopeless. I only say that
there is nothing to hope for in my lifetime.

3) The third level is personal. To me, it isn't as the Zionists
say “a third” of the Jewish people were exterminated, or “six
million”. To me, my own world and, in an existential sense, my
life was destroyed. I was organically a part of what was called
“Dos Yiddishe Folk”. This was the essence of everything which
constitutes the emotional and intellectual roots of the person. It
was a people; it was a language; it was a civilization; it was an
environment; and it was fun despite all the difficulties, pressures,
tensions and suffering. But as an individual I was whole. |
became a Zionist probably at the age of 12, but not later than
13, and I never thought of other Jews than those whose language
| spoke; whose literature | read, whose life I lived; though my
horizons widened, my learning both in Kishinev and then abroad
multiplied, and my outlook, I would say, became universal. But
neither in Kishinev nor later in my peregrinations, including the
years in Warsaw, did I think about Zionism solving the problem of
the Jews of Morocco or Yemen. Though I knew because I studied,
that there are Jewish communities in various countries, but even
in the various Zionist and Revisionist conventions I never met
delegates from Arabic countries, though we had delegates from
Sephardic communities such as Yugoslavia. | also knew that
there is a large and very important Jewish community in the U.S.,
but I never thought of the Jews in America as people who have
to be redeemed, all the present assertions of Zionists to the
contrary. Nor was I terribly impressed with the Zionist-Socialist
experimentations in Palestine because, to me, the pathos of all
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the idealizations of the Chalutzim — that they work and they till
the soil — was not a sensation. I happened to have seen and lived
with Jews who worked very hard (Myiga'at kapayim). I have seen
Jewish peasants in Bessarabia and I have known about Jewish
peasants, thousands of them, in the Ukraine and the Crimea; in
any event, many more than there were in Palestine.

What fired my imagination and mobilized my energies was the
idea of statehood and territorial concentration. I didn't think it was
necessary to prepare the Jews to become laborers, or engage in
agriculture, or to acquire military prowess (I have expatiated about
this in my manuscript). Lev Bronstein (Trotsky), who led an army
of rabble against professional and seasoned generals of the White
Russians, Ukrainians and the Poles, was not a worse commander or
Minister of War than Raful or Dayan — and what is important is that
the best officers in Trotsky’'s army were Jews, as the Jews were among
the best soldiers and officers in both World Wars (In the Second
World War, of course, on the side of the Allies only). But on a more
personal note, the self-defense experiment in Kishinev — because
in this I participated. I remember how every year at the season of
Passover and Easter the goyim of Kishinev were afraid of our group,
numbering 80 or 90, when we walked in the streets in black leather
uniforms. How they locked their doors and lowered their gates. To
me it was clear that the Jews of the ghettoes, of the Nalievkies, of
the shtetls, don't have to be prepared before coming to Palestine,
but when in Palestine on the spot, things will sort themselves out.
They will till the land; they will engage in commerce; they will build
industries; they will defend themselves. The main thing is to have
large masses of them evacuated, concentrated in a land where they
will become the dominant factor.

All this went up in the smoke of the crematoria or other kinds
of what is called in Hebrew “shivat mitot Meshvnott”, except
in the case of the Jews of Europe it was not seven, but seven
hundred or seven thousand kinds of death. So, on this personal
level, T cannot overcome the obsessive feeling that I remain an
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“ever meduldal”. Of course, I live, and work, and sometimes
enjoy myself, but everywhere | am a stranger and a refugee,
whether in the U.S. or even in Israel, though in Israel less than
in the U.S. There is no remedy, let alone consolation, for that.
[ believe Kipling calls triumph and defeat “the two imposters”.
For poetic imagery it is O.K., but in life and history there are
basic if not decisive differences. The problem is not with the
Dramatis Persona but with history, which is more often than not,
an imposter.

While I mentioned above the name of Trotsky, it occurred to
me how cruelly unfair and distorted historiography is. That is
why it is difficult to form an opinion about whether a certain
individual, group, party, or a nation is to be considered victorious
or defeated, or partially either of them. I was thinking of Kerensky
(the Encyclopedia Britannica gives him a sparse 20 lines). When
[ came to Paris in 1930, the first thing I did was to find the
Revisionist headquarters and perhaps see Jabotinsky. I found the
place, walked up a couple of flights, opened the door and saw a
strange thing: a man with a crew cut furiously pacing the room,
his gaze directly not exactly on the ceiling but to some invisible
horizon, shouting at the top of his voice (in Russian) — and I
didn't understand what was going on. In a corner of that room
[ saw a girl at a typewriter and | asked her where the Rasviet
is. She said it was the next room, and then I understood that
this man shouts his dictation to the girl at the typewriter. The
door to the other room was open — and there was the Rasviet
— the headquarters of the Revisionist executive, or whatever it
was called. Jabotinsky wasn't there at that hour, or day, but there
were three or four people, among them a young blond girl, and
all spoke Russian. I asked who the man next door was, and they
told me it is Kerensky. At that time events of the Revolution
were still fresh in my mind and | was flabbergasted.

Since that time [ became acquainted to some extent with
the history of the Russian Revolution, and I still read a book
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once in a long while about it, and it seems to me that it offers
some illumination of that epoch. But the irony, if not to use
a much stronger word, is in the perception that it was Lenin
who made the Revolution, while Kerensky was some kind of a
“nebech.” The truth is, as you know, there were two Revolutions;
one in February 1917, and the other in October (according to the
Gregorian calendar). Everyone heard about Lenin and the October
Revolution; very few know anything about what happened before.

The fact is that the Bolshevik party under Lenin, who resided in
Switzerland, was not particularly interested in the events, nor did
he believe in the possibility that a revolution would break out in
Russia. He gave orders to the small minority group of Bolsheviks
in Petrograd to discourage the strikes and the upheaval of the
Petrograd Soyuz, which was in the forefront of the unrest. In a
speech in January 1917, he told a Swiss audience (he was then
age 46) that it was doubtful whether “we the old would live to
see the decisive battles of the coming revolution.” It was the
liberals, the Menshiviks, and social Democrats that brought about
the revolution. It was Kerensky and his colleagues who brought
about the abdication of Nicolai II, and it was he, on August 25
(September 7, 1917) who declared Russia as a republic and the
convocation of a national assembly representing all political
parties and groups which pursued any ideological or political aim.

The Soviets who played a main part in the Revolution Lenin
treated with con-tempt, but afterward, when told that it is serious,
he made a deal with the German intelligence or Ludendorff or both
permitting him return to Russia in that famous sealed train. The
quid pro quo was the termination of the war against Germany;
to quit the alliance with Great Britain and France; and that he
and his party will agitate among the soldiers to desert en masse
and leave the front and to rebel against the officers. Kerensky
was transformed from a name to a metaphor, meaning weakness,
vacillation and indecision. The facts vindicate this notion only to a
certain extent: he did arrest Trotsky and Kamenev, but he couldn’t

390



lay hands on Lenin because he was not in the country, and when
he came he was in hiding and couldn’t be found. But it is also true
that he didn’t order the shooting of all the leading Bolsheviks, the
vast majority of whom were Jews, mainly Trotsky, who actually was
the man who orchestrated and then led the October Revolution.
He could have taken other measures, but this was not his vision of
a liberated Russia. His vision was a democratic country based on
a constitution, guaranteeing the widest civil liberties, and to honor
them. For this and for other circumstances which cannot be sorted
out in the general chaos which engulfed Russia, Kerensky was
defeated both in the field of battle (because he continued the war
against Germany and against the will of the Army); and second,
against the Bolsheviks because they were ruthless, totalitarian
murderers. So, here we are, and you can have your pick.

This leads to another association of ideas: practically everyone
has the greatest contempt for the Weimar Republic, blaming it
for permitting Hitler to come to power. I don't want to nudge
you with my opinion about the Weimar Republic, except for
one decisive fact, namely; that the militarization of Germany,
in violation of the stipulations of the Versailles diktat, began
by the Republic and was continued by Hitler on a larger scope
and accelerated pace. However, it started on a significant scale
during the Weimar Republic practically immediately after the
defeat in World War I. But this re-militarization was disguised,
first, not as an Army but as police forces and para-military
groups, and almost all the training was done in Russia. You are
familiar with the Kellog agreement, one of the main purposes
was the re-militarization of Germany. Rathenau in other ways,
too, defied the victors, but it is also true that they didn't take
draconian measures to wipe out the Nazi Party at the beginning
in the early 20’s. Again, they didn't do it mainly because of their
devotion to the constitution and to the process of law.

This brings us to the central problem of mankind: how can
one preserve democracy without using totalitarian means against
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totalitarian groups in the frame of that democracy. But this is
not a subject worthwhile to discuss at this point.

Someone close to our own hearts and own personal
experience. Was Jabotinsky triumphant, or defeated? Or, to what
extent was he in either? There are more things to discuss but I'll
do it next week. I'll answer your questions about the Report, etc.
Perhaps I'll squeeze it in during the week-end.

Winona and | send you and dear Nili Asti and Becky our
fondest regards,

Cordially

Nov. 25, 1985

Dear Hillel,

As I didn't hear from you, nor did I expect to, since you told
me you will write to me after you make up your mind about
your permanent residence, I take it that you didn't yet arrive at
a decision. Through the grapevine, however, (Lily through Becky)
[ heard you are more or less inclined to come here in the near
future. In all probability it would be a good thing, anyhow so it
seems to me.

However, one shouldn't entertain any illusions that one can do
anything publicly in this country along the lines of our thinking.
Regardless of how detached I try to be I am nonetheless affected
by all the negative developments not only in Israel but equally
among the Jews in this country. As [ have told you and written
on many occasions, I am getting more and more the feeling of
some kind of a lunatic asylum encompassing ever larger numbers
of what we call Jews or Jewish groups — in Eastern Europe we
used to call it “Oif der yiddisher gass”.

392



Despite of all the patting of one another’s back, the relations
between Israel and the U.S. Government are precarious and can
take a turn for the worse any time.

Two new books appeared: one is by Rabbi Lookstein titled
Were We our Brothers’” Keepers? — the Public Response of
American Jews to the Holocaust — 1938-1944, with a foreword
by Eli Weisel. Since Lookstein didn’'t know where to mail it, he
asked me to forward it to you — he wrote you a dedication of
great admiration.

The second book — at long last — is by Nurenberger titled
The Scared and the Doomed. It is in two editions — one hard
cover, and one soft cover by a small publisher who prints books
mostly at the author’'s expense. The deal between Nurenberger
and this publisher was that Nurenberger bought 1,000 copies for
S7,500. This Canadian house seems to have a distributor here in
New York (an Englishman) and he told Nurenberger that he is
optimistic. Nurenberger was here for about four days; took up a
lot of my time; I believe I gave him some contacts and ideas in
connection with attempts to get some attention in the general
press; but the arrangements were somewhat silly because the
soft cover appeared before the hard cover, and I told him one
cannot start a publicity campaign with a soft cover. One has
to wait for the appearance of the hard cover. So the tentative
publication date is December 1. I also promised to write an
article for the Yiddish newspaper which appears in Brooklyn. I
believe it is called the Yiddische Freie Press but I am not sure.
This, too, is a bother but | am afraid [ will have to do it.

The two books so far are the best as far as we are concerned,
only in the sense that they have a more genuine and correct
appreciation of our work in this country. Of course these two books
have only this in common. Otherwise they are quite different.

Lookstein did a scholarly work in the conventional sense,
while Nurenberger's is a kind of hodgepodge and sometimes
has no rhyme or reason. He introduces all kinds of subjects
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only tenuously connected with each other and despite all his
enthusiasm and praise of our work and the persona dramatis,
he doesn’'t actually tell in orderly fashion what we have done.
But whoever will read the book may be impressed because it is
written with great feeling, and he comes more to the truth than
anyone else so far including Wyman. Anyhow, he sent you the
book airmail and you probably received it by now. If you have
patience, do peruse it. It is worthwhile.

We returned from our trip very exhausted — the charter from
Paris didn't leave and we were transferred to Pakistani airlines
and were in Orly for 8 hours. It took us quite a couple of days
to straighten out. Apart from that, one always finds a plethora
of little things on returning and it takes some time until one
clears the heap — either by throwing most of the things out or,
in certain cases, to take care of them.

If you have time and the inclination, please send me a few
lines.

Cordially
P. S. Enclosed are 2 separate bills from Steinberg. When I
received them [ wanted to pay them, but then I thought perhaps

[ should send them on to you so that you can see them and
advise me. I will pay them immediately after I hear from you.

*

January 16, 1986
Dear Hillel,
[ feel I should be in closer contact with you, but the trouble
is there is nothing of special interest to report. Despite all the

odds and the shortage of time, I still persist in my work, though
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without help, since I think I cannot afford to continue with Lisa
Kovitch.

She had a baby and seems to be happy, and her health
practically recovered. I am not sure that she is her old self. |
spoke with her on the phone and she has written a couple of
letters, and she sounds alright, but anyhow this is all theoretical.
[ told her to have patience.

[ have added to my text a few pages, to be incorporated into
the Introductory, in the light of the fact that we cannot claim or
complain that nothing is written about us by historians. Anyhow,
to say now that Bergson is ignored would be disingenuous and
wouldn’'t concord with the facts. I believe that my addition
takes care of that to a sufficient degree and the writing itself is
probably interesting, that is, for those who are interested.

Nurenberger is very hurt that you didn't acknowledge his book
and praise it. He expected that we will be besides ourselves
with ecstasy. | feed his ego as much as I can and | have even
written a long review of the book for the Yiddish newspaper, the
Algemeiner Yiddishe Journal. Whether he liked it, or the editor
will like it, I am not sure, but | was under pressure from him and
he took up some time both by being here several times, and by
having written this article in Yiddish. Though it is my mother
tongue, the last article I wrote in Yiddish goes as far back as
1939. Since I practically don’t use the language, I found out that
the writing was not as easy as | had imagined.

Enclosed is the first page of the NY Times Book Review
section which gave its appraisals of the best books of the year,
both fiction and non-fiction. The list is rather short; only a very
few books in each field. It is interesting that they put Wyman'’s
The Abandonment of the Jews at the top of the list. I think that
at least from his point of view, it should be of great satisfaction.

By the way, the NY Times adopted a consistent attitude
towards that subject, not only as far as Wyman is concerned,
but also towards other books which lately appeared (there are
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several). In a short review — a couple of paragraphs of Haskel
Lookstein’ s book Were We our Brothers’ Keeper? they reproached
him for his lenient dealing with the role of the Jewish leadership,
and mention that this is an enigma (I don't know if they used
this specific word) that has to be illuminated and answered, or
words to that effect. I was surprised and found it significant.

You probably heard that Sidney Zion published in paperback
Ben Hecht's A Child of the Century with a foreword of his own.
He promised to send it to me “immediately” but I didn't get it.
Therefore, I cannot tell you what his angle was.

[ hope your health is stabilized and perhaps even improved. |
would like to hear from you how it is.

Winona and I send our heartfelt regards to dear Nili,

Cordially

Feb. 5, 1986

Dear Hillel,

Just got your letter of Jan. 25 and hasten to write, not because
[ have something significant to tell you but rather out of
nervousness and sadness mixed with anguish which your report
about your state of health provoked in me. I walked around all
day like in a daze and could not concentrate on anything else.
It is just because we are so close for almost an eternity, and
the idea that you are physically not in good shape is difficult
to be reconciled to. Perhaps the effect your letter had on me is
because it also reflects my own problems which are beyond my
control. All the “meykhushim” grow worse, if not alarming, and
new ones are being piled up.

As to your arthritis, it is true that I have great experience
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because I suffered many years from multiple arthritis and my
left hip, as you know, had to be replaced under conditions
where [ had only a 50% chance of survival. But for years Dr.
Himelstein succeeded to keep me going with certain exercises
which [ followed. He also told me there is a drug called Endocin,
but he was reluctant to prescribe it because it contains aspirin,
which may reactivate the ulcer. However, it happened I had a bad
attack on a Thursday (Himelstein was not available for several
days) and the pain was so excruciating that Steinberg sent me
to someone who prescribed Endocin, without warning me of any
side effects. I took, I believe, only one or two pills and the pain
disappeared overnight. Since then I take it once in a while when
[ have pains, and it helps. I personally consider it a miracle drug.
It isn't just a pain killer but it is also therapeutic, especially if
there is a muscle strain, or some kind of nerve hits the muscle; it
is 100% effective. Whenever I took it for such a purpose it solved
the problem practically within a day. | spoke to Hanan and asked
him if he knows of anyone with whom I could send a few pills
for you to try out, if you will wish to. I cannot mail them because
they will be squashed regardless how | pack them. Hanan said
he may know of somebody who leaves for Israel Saturday night
and he will let me know.

Steinberg is against Endocin. Christodolou gave me substitutes
but they are of no use. One is Advil (motrin), or Anacin, triple
strength — which I didn't even try.

As far as the knees are concerned, I, too, began a few
months ago to feel weakness in them as well as pain. (I reached
Himelstein the day before he retired, and I was actually his last
patient). He said this is part of my multiple arthritis but believes
[ can overcome it and strengthen the knees by exercise. I am
sending you a copy of these exercises as I jotted them down
when I came home. Unfortunately, I am under such pressure both
health wise and my work that I didn’t yet start them. I hope that
by next month, if the mammograph of my breasts will show no
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serious deterioration in the lumps there (they grew and changed
for the last eight months or so), then I will try to begin making
the exercises, and hope I will have patience to do it. I will do it
because I am a great admirer of this Himelstein.

Despite everything, | hope your condition will improve.
Strangely enough, all these things more often than not suddenly
improve considerably by themselves, including the Parkinson’s.

2) Though 1 know it sounds incredible — and nobody can
understand it, I am still working on the same subject: this is
the History of our Group both in documentary format as well
as historical narrative. Some of the plethora of difficulties is
that there is a serious change in the historiography during the
last couple of years. The thrust of my previous drafts was that
the responsibility of the Jewish leadership in the free countries
was taboo and one must not discuss and analyze its behavior
and policy during the war years. At the beginning, the activities
of our group and our organizations were practically ignored by
historians, though many books appeared in the form of memoirs,
or contracted reports about the establishment organizations and
their leaders.

Then when historians began to mention us, it was not out
of objectivity but as a stratagem to disguise their subjectivity
under a phony objectivity. After the appearance of the books of
Deborah Lipstadt (Beyond Belief); Wyman, Penkower (which is in
a sense more articulate than Wyman’s) despite the latter being
vastly superior in every respect; Lookstein; Nurenberger (who is
closest to the truth); it is no longer possible to assert that we are
ignored. So for the last few weeks I decided to undertake a bold
revision of the Introduction, which is in fact a revision of the main
thesis. In my new version I say that in the beginning, that is, in
1939-1940 there was nothing; then suddenly an epoch-making
event took place — — — our appearance on the scene of history.
We launched a series of campaigns which became the center
of almost all the preoccupations of the Jewish establishment.
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The main driving force of the activities of the Jewish leadership
was not to mobilize for rescue — but to fight us. They also tried
to imitate us, feebly and halfheartedly, without conceptualizing
what it was all about except their post-mortem planning for a
Jewish Commonwealth after the war, regardless of whether there
will still be Jews in Europe for such a Commonwealth.

The history of the war years of the Jews in the U.S. (in
cooperation with non-Jews) is essentially what we did (and the
reaction of the Governments of the Western powers and of the
Jewish establishment to us.) The leadership of the Jews on their
own did practically nothing. The failure of historiography, though
it progressed from totally ignoring us — to gradually increasing
our “marks” and giving us ever greater credit, though with a lot
of apologetics, still keep us on the margin, though an ever wider
margin, while in fact we were the center and not the margin.

All this I try to say not in a spirit of self-glorification but
to shed light on what happened during that period. As long
as historians will not see it in this perspective, their work will
remain anti-historical. By the way, several other new books about
the Holocaust appeared in the last couple of months but they
don’'t seem to touch the problem of the attitude and policy of
the Jewish leadership in the West, except Lipstadt.

3) Kovitch was waiting rather impatiently to resume work, but
I have no budget for it. For the year 1985 I had, between Paul
Y and Jack, to scrape together more than $10,000, (not to speak
of the 7 or 8,000 I put in the Institute from the Licht legacy).
Nonetheless I think that by next month I will resume her work
despite the total lack of funds.

4) You asked me weighty questions which | have no clear
answer to, only vague and uncertain speculation. I don't think,
anyhow at the present, that Gorbachev will inaugurate a new
policy because; paradoxically as it may sound, in Russia the
people are enslaved, and yet still freer than the leader who if not a
prisoner or a hostage, at all events kept in a straitjacket — which is
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Communism. To change the regime substantively means to break
loose from Communism which aims at ever expanding the empire
until the whole world will be under their domination. It is not
unlike the hope that in the foreseeable future Israel will change
since it is also in a straitjacket of an ideology — which is Zionism.
Israeli leaders sincerely believe that Israel must be a Jewish Zionist
State, or it cannot be at all. To try to change this outlook through
public discussion or education is an impossibility. Only some kind
of apocalyptic event from the outside may perhaps change it, but
then the results will not be positive.

To come back to the Russians, | had the impression that there
were people who were inclined to change, one was Malenkov and
he lasted only a few days before being ousted by Khrushchev.
Malenkov made startling statements like putting an end to the
past and launching a new policy which will seem unbelievable to
the Western world. He also started with a visit to Great Britain,
and though I don't remember the contents of his speech I do
remember how greatly impressed I was with the new style and
new language and daring pronouncements.

As to Khrushchev, he was a complicated person but he, too,
wanted to change Russian policy radically on condition, however,
that he should be admitted, so to speak, as a member of the
Club; on an equal footing with other heads of state at that time.
There is a certain similarity to De Gaulle’s proposal to create
a triumvirate of shaping and executing a common strategy on
a world scale; actually to establish a new concept of European
powers but on a larger scale. Khrushchev considered the world
being ruled by an elite club — De Gaulle and Eisenhower — and
he wanted to join that club. But Eisenhower was a nonentity
in every single respect, while American foreign policy was
entrusted to a paranoiac and crazy mystic — John Foster Dulles.
Instead of trying to understand Khrushchev and clarify what he
means, he undertook, if you remember, a policy which he coined
“brinkmanship”, and encircled Russia with nuclear bases in an
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incredibly provocative way. Anyhow, the situation deteriorated
though the status quo was precariously preserved. All the
subsequent trouble: the Vietnam disaster, the instability of the
world, the strains in the Western alliance can be traced to John
Foster Dulles, who created a fever on a global scale with his
forty-five anti-Russian alliances.

There seems to be a contradiction in what I said about the
inability of Gorbachev to change, while two of his predecessors
were oriented to change. But the times were different and Stalin’s
policy of internal terror came to an end. An “end” is a somewhat
misleading term because there is still plenty of internal terror in
Russia today.

You asked me if I am still as pessimistic as I was. Whatever
pessimism may mean | am certainly more so than before. This
country is in a grave crisis under a smokescreen of stupid rhetoric
and dangerous experimentation. To characterize Reagan’s policy
in one sentence, I would say that it is of “shreken di genz” (to
frighten the geese). The fact is that several times he solemnly
declared that the Sixth Fleet containing two aircraft carriers,
engaged in maneuvers in the Mediterranean, in the neighborhood
of Libya, for the purpose of ascertaining American rights to
international waters. Yet they halted at the crazy line Quaddafi
delineated as part of Libya. Not one plane dared penetrate one
mile into the Gulf of Sidra. This surely is a manifestation of a
paper tiger. The Americans now hint again that they will bring
back the Fleet and this time they will go into the Gulf of Sidra.

[ hope you and dear Nili will come here, and at least we will
talk.

Winona sends you and Nili her best wishes.

Cordially
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The Palestine A study published in 1958 by The Institute for
refugee problem; Mediterranean Affairs.

a new approach

and a plan for a

solution

We Will Never Die A pageant written by Ben Hecht and produced
by the Irgun delegation as part of the campaign
to raise American public awareness of the Nazi
genocide. It was staged at Madison Square
Garden before 40,000 viewers and then traveled
across the U.S. In Washington DC it was seen
by high ranking government officials, diplomats
and the first lady, Eleanor Roosevelt. The
musical score was written by Kurt Weill.
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War Refugee Board

70,000 Jews for
Sale - political
advertisement

Ballad of the
Doomed Jews of
Europe - political
advertisement

Bermuda - political
advertisement

The Answer
Magazine

The Cyprus
dilemma; options
for peace
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Established on January 22, 1944, by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt. It was tasked with the
“immediate rescue and relief of the Jews of Europe
and other victims of enemy persecution.” Historians
attribute its establishment to the activities of the
Treasury Department and to the public relations
campaign run by the Irgun Delegation.

Ad written by Ben Hecht and sponsored by
the Emergency Committee to Save the Jews of
Europe that appeared in The New York Times
on February 16, 1943. The ad drew attention to
an American press account that Romania might
release 70,000 captive Jews. It was a part of a
series of ads meant to bring the Holocaust to
public attention.

Ad written by Ben Hecht and sponsored by the
Emergency Committee. It was published on
September 24, 1943 in the New York Times.

Ad written by Ben Hecht and sponsored by
the Committee for Jewish Army criticizing the
Bermuda Conference which was initiated by the
Allies to confront the growing refugee problem
in Europe.

Magazine published by the Irgun delegation
from 1943-1948.

A study published in 1967 by The Institute for
Mediterranean Affairs.



Jabotinsky, Eri

Zion, Sidney

Son of Ze'ev Jabotinsky and lifelong friend and
colleague of Kook. In 1940 he joined Kook and
the other members of the Irgun delegation
and was an active member of the Emergency
Committee to Save the Jews of Europe. Together
with Kook he was elected to the constituent
assembly in Israel in 1949 and in 1951 both left
the Herut list and established single member
lists. After serving one term in the parliament
he became a professor of Mathematics at the
Technion University.

American writer and journalist. Friend of Kook.

ORGANIZATIONS & PUBLICATIONS

Irgun delegation
committees

Bergson Group

Betty Bergson Kook
Foundation

Institute for
Mediterranean
Affairs

Committee for a Jewish Army of Stateless
and Palestinian Jews (1940-1943); Emergency
Committee to Save the Jews of Europe
(1943-1944); Hebrew Committee of National
Liberation (1944-1948); American League for a
Free Palestine (1945-1948).

Unofficial term used to refer to the Irgun
delegation.

Charity foundation established by Kook in
memory of his wife Betty who died of cancer
in 1964.

Research Institute founded by Kook and
Merlin in 1958. Was active until the late
1970s. Organized a number of symposia on
issues related to the Middle East and the
Mediterranean region.
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Dr. Steinberg

Stern, Saul

Strelsin, Alfred

Van Paassen, Pierre

Wise, Stephen
Samuel

Yampolsky, Jack

Yanovich, Paul

Yellin-Mor, Nathan

413

Personal physician of Kook and Merlin.

Jewish American journalist and close friend of
Kook.

Advertising tycoon whose brother had died
while serving in the Jewish Legion, and who
became chairman of the executive board of
the Committee for a Jewish Army, and paid for
many of the advertisements.

Was a Dutch-Canadian-American journalist.
He was one of the first non-Jews in America
to write favorably about the campaign to
establish a Jewish national home in Palestine.
Collaborated with the Bergson Group and was
a member of the Committee for a Jewish Army
of Stateless and Palestinian Jews.

Prominent American Jewish leader and reform
Rabbi. Was head of the Emergency Zionist
Council and leader of the opposition to the
Bergson Committee activities. Fought to get
Kook deported from the United States.

Accountant and close friend of Kook. His father,
Louis Yampolsky, was the pro-bono accountant
of the Irgun delegation committees.

Personal friend of Kook.

One of the founders and leaders of the
underground Lehi movement. Was a lifelong
and close friend of Merlin from their days
together in Warsaw. They co-edited the Beitar
paper Die Tat together.



Rafaeli, [Hadani]
Alexander

Rapoport, Louis

Riklis, Meshulam

Rosenblatt, Maurice

Rosenblum, Doron

Shankman, Leonard

Shapiro, David

Smertenko, Johan

One of the original members of the Bergson
Group and member of the respective
committees. After the war he returned to Israel
where he became a successful industrialist.
In 1993 he wrote a memoir about his life and
activities during the war: Dream and action: the
story of my life / Alex Rafaeli.

American born writer and journalist. Writer and
editor for the Jerusalem Post and author of
numerous books. He became a close friend of
Kook and wrote his only biography Shake Heaven
and Earth; Peter Bergson and the Struggle to Rescue
the Jews of Europe. Rapoport died in 1991.

[sraeli-American businessman and close friend
of Kook.

D.C. lobbyist while working with the National
Committee for an Effective Congress. He
lobbied for the rescue of Holocaust refugees
and the creation of the State of Israel. Close
friend and colleague of Kook.

Israeli Journalist and writer. Winner of the
Sokolov Prize for journalism in 1998. Close
friend of Kook. Wrote several articles about him
in the 1970s.

American businessman and close friend of
Kook.

Israeli historian. Researched the work of the
committees.

Vice chairman of the American League for a Free
Palestine, Executive director of the Emergency
Committee to Save the Jews of Europe.
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Nielsen, Waldemar
(Wally)

Nurenberger, Max

Pehle, John

Peretz, Don
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Mr. Nielsen had a varied career working both in
the American government, later on in research
and educational foundations, and finally
writing about philanthropic foundations. He
and his family were close friends with Kook
from the 1950s through the 1970s. He helped
Kook and Merlin with the Institute providing
it with administrative, political and financial
assistance.

U.S. army war correspondent during World War
I, and friend of Kook and Merlin. Nurenberger
wrote “The scared and the doomed: The Jewish
Establishment vs The Six Million” about the
conflict between the Irgun delegation and the
American Jewish establishment over issues of
rescue.

Attorney at the U.S. Treasury Department. One
of the authors of the Report to the Secretary
on the Acquiescence of This Government in the
Murder of the Jews. The first director of the War
Refugee Board.

American Jewish Professor of Middle East
Politics at State University of New York,
Binghamton, where he was Director of the
Middle East Program and a professor of
political science. Participated in the Institute
for Mediterranean Affairs activities. Was an
active participant in the conference on the
Palestine Refugee Problem in 1958.



Krim, Mathilde

Lerner, Abba

Margolis, Esther

Matz, Eli

Morgenthau, Henry

Nadel, Baruch

Neiman, Samuel

A medical researcher and the founding
chairman of amfAR, American Foundation for
AIDS Research. Close friend of Kook during the
mid — 1960s and contributor to the Institute for
Mediterranean Affairs.

American economist. Associate of Kook
and Merlin and member of the board of the
Institute for Mediterranean Affairs.

American editor and publisher. Founder of
Newmarket Press. Close friend of Kook.

Israeli American historian who completed his
undergraduate degree under the supervision of
professor David Wyman. Worked closely with
Samuel Merlin at the Institute during the late
1970s and 1980s and writes occasionally about
the ideas and political activities of the Irgun
delegation.

The United States Secretary of the Treasury
from 1934 to 1945. The Report to the Secretary
on the Acquiescence of This Government in the Murder
of the Jews, was written during his tenure. This
led to the creation of the War Refugee Board.

[sraeli investigative journalist and writer.
Winner of the Sokolov award in 1972. He was
active in the Haganah, the Palmach and the
Lehi. Close friend of Kook during the 1970s and
wrote a number of articles about him for the
Israeli paper Yediot Achronot.

Jewish-American businessman. Close friend of
Kook.
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Jarvik, Laurence

Keinan, Amos

Kolitz, Zvi

Kook, Nahum

Kook, Astra [Asti]

Kook, Becky

Kook, Nili

Kovitch, Lisa

Krieger, Ben
(Benya)
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Director and producer of Who Shall Live and
Who Shall Die? (1981); a documentary about
America’s response to the Holocaust during
the Second World War in which he interviewed
Kook regarding the activities of the Emergency
Committee.

Israeli writer, playwright, and publicist. A
member of Lehi and friend of Kook.

Lithuanian-born Jewish film and theatrical
producer and a writer whose short story
Yosl Rakover Talks to God became a classic of
Holocaust literature. Was a member of the
Revisionist movement. Close friend of Kook
and Merlin after the war. Lived in New York
City.

Brother of Kook. Surgeon who worked in the
Hadassah hospital. Was known during the
war as one of the doctors who treated Irgun
wounded fighters. Was granted the “Beloved of
Jerusalem award (Yakir Yerushaliym) in 1974.

Daughter of Hillel Kook and Betty Bergson
Kook.

Daughter of Hillel Kook and Betty Bergson
Kook.

Second wife of Hillel Kook.

Worked as assistant to Samuel Merlin during
the mid — 1980s.

Longtime friend of Kook and Merlin.



Eisner, Jack

Finger, Seymour

Ganin, Zvi

Greenberg, Uri Zvi

Hecht, Reuven
(Rudji)

Hellman, Yehuda

Imbar

Holocaust survivor and Jewish philanthropist.
Financed and initiated the Goldberg Commission.
Was in close contact with Merlin during the
1980s.

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations from
1956 to 1971 and Professor of Government at
City University, New York. Served as President
of the Institute for Mediterranean Affairs.

Israeli historian who wrote about the
relationship between American Jews and
Israel. Was friends with Kook and invited him
to lecture in his history classes at Tel Aviv
University.

An Israeli poet and longtime member of the
Revisionist Movement. He was a member of
the first Knesset on behalf of the Herut Party.
Close friend of Kook and Merlin.

Israeli industrialist and philanthropist. Member
of the Revisionist movement and of the Irgun,
representative of the new Zionist Organization
in Switzerland. During the war years he
was active in the Irgun delegation’s Hebrew
Committee for National Liberation. Was a close
friend of Kook and his late wife Betty.

Executive vice chairman of the Conference
of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations. Personal friend of Kook and
Merlin.

Business associate of Kook.
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Berman, Aaron

Bloom, Sol

Chaikin, Chickie
(Miriam)

Chaikin, Joe

Danon

Pinchas (Pierre),
Delougaz

DuBois, Josiah Ellis
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Professor Emeritus Hampshire College. He was
a student of Professor David Wyman and wrote
his graduate thesis on the Hebrew Committee of
National Liberation. Interviewed Kook and Merlin.

Congressman from New York City (1923-1949).
He was the chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee from 1939 to 1947 and in
this context interrogated Kook during the
hearings surrounding the Rescue Resolution
in December 1943. Was a firm opponent of
the Emergency Committee to Save the Jews of
Europe rescue activities.

Was a member of the Hebrew Committee, and
personal friend of Kook and his late wife Betty.

American theatre director, actor and playwright.
Founder of the Public Theatre. Close friend of Kook
and Merlin. Brother of Miriam (Chicki) Chaikin.

Member of the Irgun.

Chicago archaeologist and member of the
Hebrew Committee for National Liberation.

American attorney at the U.S. Treasury
Department who played a major role in exposing
State Department obstruction efforts to provide
American visas to Jews trying to escape Nazi
Europe. He wrote the Report to the Secretary
entitled “On the Acquiescence of This Government
in the Murder of the Jews”, which was instrumental
in convincing President Roosevelt to create the
War Refugee Board. Served as a leading official in
the War Refugee Board. Collaborated closely with
both Kook and Merlin.



Names Index

Barker, James

Ben-Ami, Mike
(Yitzhak)

Ben Eliezer, Aryeh

Bergson Kook,
Betty

UK based film director and curator of the
Imperial War Museum Holocaust permanent
exhibit. Was part of a planned BBC documentary
about the American response to the Holocaust
which never came through. Interviewed Kook
and Merlin.

Ben-Ami was born in Palestine and joined
the Irgun in 1933. Upon his arrival in the US
in 1940 he became a member of the Irgun
delegation and an active member in all the
political action committees. He wrote a memoir
on the activities of those years entitled Years of
Wrath, Days of Glory: Memoirs from the Trgun.

Member of the Irgun delegation in the United
States, until his return to Palestine in 1943. He
was voted into the Israeli parliament in 1949
on behalf of the Herut party and remained a
member of parliament until 1973.

First wife of Hillel Kook. Born in Kansas City
Kansas, as Betty Caplan. Moved to NYC in
1940 where she met Kook. She became an
active member in all of the committees and
wrote articles in the Committee’s newspaper
The Answer. In 1947 she went to Europe where
she aided illegal immigration of refugees to
Palestine. She and Kook were married in Israel
in 1950. She passed away in NYC in 1964. They
had two daughters together.
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also speak directly of the writer. As letters, they were intended
both to speak and not to speak — they are testimony to a personal,
at times very private, conversation, that took place over the course
of years. In this sense they are a memorial or monument to the
past activity of Kook and Merlin — mediated through their present
needs, desires, disappointments, and physical ailments. Almost
each one of the letters opens with reference to the writing itself;
an apology for not haven written earlier, an admonition for not
having been answered, an apology for not having much to say, or
for saying too much.... These musings attest more than anything
to the physicality of the letters — to the piece of paper that
constitutes a memorial to a time past.

Finally, and perhaps not leastly, the correspondence is between
two men one of whom was my father, and the other, his close
friend. The correspondence, therefore, also tells my story. As a
child T accompanied my father in his travels back and forth, from
our home in Israel to New York City and back. Every few years
we would pack up and move; for me, a child, the passage was
marked by different schools, different friends, different languages.
| was aware only superficially of the hopes and the angst that
propelled these moves. Reading through this correspondence
is like reading a map of my childhood and young adulthood;
providing physical and political coordinates that contextualize the
childhood memories and experiences enabling me to add more
and more layers to reminiscences and memories. The letters also
give meaning and depth to a friendship — between my father
and Merlin - that was always there, a permanent background or
backdrop to my father's other life. While my understanding of my
father's world deepened as | matured, this correspondence adds
an important dimension to this understanding, providing a wider
and deeper context for my own development.

Rebecca Kook
Herzliya, 2022
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“Apart from everything else, I am in such despair about
conditions in Israel, both its government and the people,
that my feelings of attachment and identification grow
gradually weaker and dimmer. If you have anything to
say about it, please do, and of course I will take it in
due consideration. And to the aspirations, the vision,
the aim of a Hebrew renaissance both achieved and yet
wasted, distorted, and above all dishonored, parading in
shame as a society of obscurantism, sick materialism,
crazy messianism that brought about hallucinatory evil
deeds, racialist attitudes, and prisoners of some distorted
primitive and murderous memories of a most ancient past.
The reality has nothing to do with the vision to which we
dedicated our lives. With all this I don’'t mean to say that
it ended in dust, but the rebirth of a new, normal, sane
and creative Israel is not to be expected in my lifetime;
perhaps in one or two generations hence.” (15/6/1984)

The letters collected in this volume constitute a collection of
documents — or together, constitute a single document. A
document which tells multiple histories; a public official history
of a particular strata of the pre-state Jewish Yishuv; a history of
two men who played a prominent role in the struggle to gain
independence; and a history of the early years of the Israeli state
— its second-tier political figures, its civil society, its aspirations,
struggles and identities. As a document it provides us with the
subjective perspective of two personae as they ruminate and
remember their own past.

But this collection of letters is also, at the same time, a
monument. The letters are very personal, physical documents,
handwritten and typed, read and reread, that convey, through their
words, a sentiment that speaks directly to the recipient, but which
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person” to continue his legacy, to succeed where he has failed,
to act where he feels he cannot - to help him move forward. The
continual failure to jumpstart the Institute for Merlin, and this
search for the “one” for Kook, leaves them marooned - each,
in their own way — in a state of limbo. A liminal position, in
between, unable to stay put, unable to be satisfied with the
present reality, but equally unable to move forward.

In the final estimation, this is a correspondence that tells
the story of two political exiles. Caught between belonging and
alienation, they are at home neither here nor there. Both feel
deeply connected to a geographic and historical “place,” and
yet both seem to be anxiously anticipating the reimagining
and reconstituting of that place to become something else; to
become more like what they had once imagined it would be.
They feel “stuck” in the reality of this place which they fail to
relate to. As Kook writes to Merlin in 1974:

It is evidently clear to me that I need to act in the US
and not here. But something prevents me.. perhaps I
too am infected with the general “illness” so common
here — of feeling a part of some kind of fortified ghetto,
anticipating an apocalyptic struggle which is imminent and
which we cannot escape, a feeling that we cannot exit from
the Jewish community... in short — a purely emotional
[irrational] feeling. (25/4/74)

Oddly, the two life stories that began in the general displacement
of East European Jewry at the beginning of the 20th century, also
ends in a deep sense of displacement — despite the fact that
they had achieved their national aspirations. For Merlin — the
exile is slightly more concrete, living in a small apartment in
New York City, without ever shooting roots into the local soil,
and traveling constantly between New York, Paris and Tel Aviv.
In exile everywhere. In despair, everywhere:

423



— to the point where even I find them unconvincing. And
fundamentally — there is no one to speak to.” (Independence
Day, 1974)

As the frustration mounts, so does their preoccupation with
the past. Starting from the late 1970s, the correspondence
reverts back to discussions of their activities during the 1940s;
it conveys an urgency in regard to documenting their past,
defining who they were and what they did, and their struggles
for recognition. It seems that for Kook at least, documenting
their past activism during the Holocaust and the years leading
up to the establishment of the state becomes the way to engage
with the present. And his prescient warning about the dangers
of forgetting still ring true:

Without the history of our rescue activities during World
War I, the world will never confront the response of the
Jewish Zionist leadership and without that, there is no
healing for the mental harm that the extermination did to
the Jews of that generation — and which they are transferring
to the coming generations. There is practically no chance
for an Israeli national renewal. Israel will continue to see
itself as a refuge for Jews who think they are candidates
for a new Holocaust — instead of a national renewal there
will be a ghetto with an army which will become more and
more brutal with time. And despite this.... I believe there
is still hope. (12/7/79)

By the 1970s, Kook and Merlin are aging, and the sense of
disappointment and ennui is not only political but also deeply
personal and existential. For Merlin it is the growing recognition
that the Institute will not serve as a vibrant political think tank
— but if anything as a repository for the documentation of their
past. And for Kook, it is the continuous search for the “one
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They observe the progression of Israeli political identity and life
from the sidelines, always with a deep sense of regret at what
could have been.

In the first decade of this correspondence, when the
correspondents’ involvement in public life was a close tangible
memory, the letters resonate with the energy and sense of
urgency which clearly characterized their lives decades earlier;
the desire to influence public life, to set a national and political
agenda. For Kook this is the desire that a new path for him
would be forged. He would find the right person, establish the
right venue. His political world view would come to fruition and
he would be able to set Israel on the right course.

[ am not planning to speak much — I am planning to start
traveling all over the country.... The most important thing
— you won't believe it — is that New York no longer exists
in my mind.... | feel liberated. It is a miracle.... Despite
everything I see no other option than to stay here for an
unlimited time and to try and do something. One cannot
find out other than through experience and one cannot
do anything without first becoming real residents...... I do
not know how or what I will do but no matter what the
price (emotional and financial) whatever happens [ will try
to act. (13/8/1966 & 17/11/66)

As the years pass however, in the second and third decade, the
correspondence documents their gradual disillusionment and
sense of alienation. For Kook this is accompanied by a growing
sense that he lacks a voice — a voice which had served him so
well in the past:

“My feeling is most difficult. It is hard for me to express
myself. Since I do not write, but rather speak to others —

and when I do my thoughts come out garbled and confused
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The correspondence tells many stories. It reveals a private, and
hence usually hidden dimension, of the life stories of two public
personae, narrating their efforts to negotiate a life outside of
the public arena and away from public attention. They write
each other often — at times once and even twice weekly. They
communicate easily and with a deep sense of intimacy. They
share the mundane activities that made up their daily life
and routine; they report to each other of their ailments, their
daily encounters, the subway rides and the weather, issues of
finances and gossip — personal life challenges. Underlying the
correspondence, however, are their continual efforts to make
sense of this different stage of life; expressions of an almost
quixotic sense of hope mixed with deep disappointment and
despair. Merlin and Kook were no longer active men of history,
yet they were unwilling and unable to abandon their hopes and
aspirations for the state of Israel for which they had fought their
entire lives.

In this sense, the correspondence also tells a story of many
people of their generation — a generation who had dedicated
their lives to the achievement of Hebrew sovereignty in Israel,
who were closely aligned with one political side or another,
but with the establishment of the state and the party system
and its institutional politics, were gradually excluded from the
hierarchies of power. In the case of Kook and Merlin this sense
of alienation was very strong — but they were not alone in it.
Israeli society of the 1950s and 1960s included many people
with a myriad of diverse political views and visions who failed
to find a place in the newly established state. Kook and Merlin’s
correspondence tells a different Israeli story — a gaze at Israeli
politics told from the perspective of those who were once at its
core and were now in the periphery. It also, however, sketches a
different vision for Israel — the path not taken. Both Kook and
Merlin have a clear and well-developed political worldview on
what needs to be done, and how Israel should be constituted.
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Europe, and the Hebrew Committee for National Liberation.
They promoted vastly successful public relations campaigns to
advance their causes, recruiting leading members of the American
cultural, intellectual and political elite. They staged pageants,
printed full page advertisements in the leading newspapers and
led marches to Washington. They wined and dined the political
cultural and business elite of the United States and established
close ties with many. The dramatic tactics they adopted were
controversial and made them the target of intense opposition
especially within the established Jewish community in the United
States and beyond. In 1948 they returned to Israel and were both
elected to Israel’'s constituent assembly on the Begin-led Herut
list. Kook served one term and did not run for reelection. Merlin
left the party in 1953. By 1954 they had both retired from public
political activity. Kook was thirty-nine, and Merlin was forty-four.

By the mid-1950s, both were living back in NYC. Kook had
married and became a successful businessman, while Merlin,
married as well, and always the intellectual between the two,
wrote and tried his hand at publishing. In 1958 they established
the Institute for Mediterranean Affairs with Merlin as the acting
chair. The Institute aimed to produce policy-oriented research.
Kook continued with his various business ventures until 1966
when, following the death of his wife, he moved back to Israel
with his two daughters. It is at this point that the correspondence
with Merlin begins. The correspondence spans two decades from
1966 until 1986. It includes 154 letters written in both Hebrew
and English. The correspondence was amongst the documents
found in Kook's personal library after his death in 2001 and is
only now being published. It documents the enduring and deep
friendship forged between two men who worked together and
collaborated politically at a time of great political and ideological
intensity.
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Introduction

This volume brings together for the first time an unpublished
correspondence between two friends, and lifelong political partners
— Hillel Kook and Samuel Merlin. It brings to light a unique
friendship which conveys, through the subjective perceptions
of hindsight, the story of the most turbulent years of the 20
century. In ways it mirrors the century itself; beginning with hopes
for a new future of political change, continuing with a growing
recognition of the barriers that potentially obscure the possibility
of change itself, and ending deeply ensconced in reminiscences
about the past against the backdrop of renewed uncertainty and
the reemergence of old antagonisms and conflicts.

Hillel Kook was born in Lithuania in 1915 and emigrated
to Palestine with his family in 1924. Son of Rabbi Dov Kook
and nephew of first Chief Rabbi of Palestine, Rabbi Abraham
[saac Kook, Kook grew up in Jerusalem to an orthodox family.
In 1931 he was one of the founding members of the Irgun and
quickly became a follower and admirer of Zionist leader Zeev
Jabotinsky. In 1937 Kook was sent to Europe to supervise and
promote the illegal immigration of Jews to Palestine. With the
outbreak of World War II, he traveled to the US at the request of
Zeev Jabotinsky to continue political activities aimed at building
support for the establishment of a Jewish Army.

Kook met Merlin in NYC in 1940. Merlin was born in 1910
in Kishinev. He studied history at the Sorbonne in Paris, and
upon his return to Warsaw became an active member of Beitar,
editor of the Beitar newspaper Die Tate and close affiliate of
Jabotinsky. Kook and Merlin led what became known as the Irgun
delegation to the US. From 1940-1948 they established a number
of political action committees, most notably the Committee for
a Jewish Army, The Emergency Committee to Save the Jews of
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